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Her parents were from Scotland. They lived at Montreal, and
were hboth Protestants. She describes her father as an officer under
the British Government. After an early training at a non-Catholic
school, she was rent to the schools of the Sistersof Charity., at 1u
years old, to Jearn French, Adjoining these schools was the Hotel
Dieu Nunnery, catled * the Black Nunnery ' on acenunit of the colour
of the dreas worn by the inmates. labonr, charity, and the care of
the sick were their duties ‘and the religious observances which
occupy a large portion of their time. They are regardel (she add<)
with muech respect by the people at large.” At that tume, 1531
hoth these religious houses had been in existence for over half a
century.) In the Black Nunnery there was a hospital tor siek
people, Once, when she was iil, ~Ye was sent there. ‘A physician
attended it daily ; and there is a number of the verled nuns of that
nonvent whko spend most of their time there. These would also
rometimes read lectures and repeat prayers to us. After two years
spent at the school of the Sisters of Charity, Miss Barin left and
‘ attended several schools for a short time.' Batshe ‘woon became
dissatisfied,” and ‘as my Catholic acquaintances,’ she snid. * had often
spoken to me in favour of their faith, T was inchined to believe it
trae, although, as I have before said, £ Anee Liitle wt wny religeon
While aut of the nunnery I sae nothiny of religion” At thus time
Maria (as #he tells us) suddenly took it into her head to become ‘a
black nun.’ She was introduced by an old priest, and after some
preliminary delay sbe called to the econvent onv Saturlay morning
‘and was admitted into the llack Nunnery as a novice, much to
[her] satisfaction,” And this at the ridiculously early age of 12 or
13 years, without the preliminary trouble of becoming a postulant.
and before she had received the Sacrament of Confirmation '

She correctly states {p. 23) that ihe usual period of the novi-
tiate is about two years and a half, but that it i~sometimes abridged:
but five pages further on (p. 33) she informs us that after she had
been a novice for fowr or per years—twice the usual period——she
expressed resentment at some trifling act of & nun which bhad
displeased her. Maria was thereupon requested to beg the nun's
pardon. * Not being satisfied with this,’ says she. ‘although I com-
plied with the command, nor with the cooluess with which the
superior treated me, I determined toquit the convent al once, which
I did without asking leave. There would have been no obstacle to
my departure, I presume. novice as I then was, if I had asked per-
mission ; but | was too much displeased to wait for that, and went
home without speaking to anyone on the subject. During all
these ' four or five years ' she had noticed nothing wrong in convent
lifé, After this she next appears a- assistant tracher in a school at
8t. Denis, Here. according to her account (pp 37%-35). ~he married
a man of bad characver after a very brief acyuamtance, and de~pite
fair and full warnings as to the reputation he hore, A -eparation
became necessary. Having nothing els: to do, she again resalves to
become anun. In order to shield herself from inquiry on the subject
of her marriage she (by her own acrount) deliberately fabrizate~a
false statement—in whichshe induces another tewher to Join her—to
say to the Lady Buperior I had been under her (the teasher's; pro-
tection during my absence, which would satisly and stap tarther
inquiry . as I was sensible, should they know [ hail been married, 1
shoufd not gain admittance ™ (We may here state that amairiave,
without a proper separation sanctioned by the Church, is utterly
inconsistent with the vows whizh a nun muost make) With this
liec upon her lips she obtains permi+son to agan re-1de in the con-
vent as a novice. She then proceeds to give nea piece of informa-
tion which, by her own showing, would be ennugh to di~qualify
her in any court of justice in the world, The wmoney u-ually
required for the admission of novices’ hul not been reguired or
even ‘expected ' from her. Nhe neverthe'e=s mude up ber mind to
pay it. I therefore,’ she says (or is made to say). ‘resolved to
obtain money on false pretences.' 8he procurel it from - the
Brigade-Major* aud from several of her mother s fiiends, She
further tells us that on the day of her Contirmation <h» deliberate'y
committed three shocking acts of sacrilege,  She persevered in the
same course of sin, and a year later to k the veil, having sti)
concealed the vital fact of her marriage, althuugh she knew 1t wa-
o bar to her admission as a nun, and conseqently (by her own
showing) thus eommitted a fresh sacrilege of an awrravated form.
She was then initiated into the crimes which, <he tells us, the nnos
were in the habit of commitbting-—immoralry, infanticide, anld
murder. [vis unnecessary to pursue the flthy course of the vile
narrative further. beyond ad iy that Maria Monk confe-ses that
even after she had taken the veil <he tvi. e quirtel the convent. and
that at last the need of preparitve for her wecosehvment oblived her
to ran away altogether. She found refuge, as she informs uys.n
an alms-house in New York, where she i~ <ubjct to terrific dreans
and visions, And there, for the present, we leave her.

A GENERAL (OMMENT.

Such is, briefly, the story of this abandoned woman, or rather
the story attributed to her by the little knot of adventurers and
conspirators whose togl she permitted hersell for a time to be.
Nobody who has the aslightest acguaintance with convent Iife in the
Catholic Church will need to be remindel that the story, on the
face of it, deserves not the elightest credit. We might leave the
work to its fate out of evidence furnished awainst the alleged
suthor out of her own pages: her visions and hallucinations ;
the hopelass improbability of her ~tory of boing received as a
novice at twelve or thirtean veuwrs old, and previous to receiving
Confirmation ; the ‘four or five years ol her novitinte ; her
marriage with & man whose evil moral reputation was well-known
to her; her wilful lying and consprracy of lying , her obtaning
money under false pretences ; her lire of uncaliel-tor and shockingy
hypocrisy, douoble-dealing, and sacrilege in the convent. ler
departure from it and ber admission of immiorality : her coufession of
being a party to a foul murder which she never denounced to the
Kiog's Attorney-General or to any competent authority that would
avenge it. And so on. The clumsy ¢ wmspitators furnished in the
text of their foul story abundans cvidence of the thorough-paced
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unreliability of ii» writers. We shall in due course see the strong
points of resemblance between the tale aitributed to Maria Wonk
and the equally menducious production which bears on its title-page
the name of that other prossimpostor, Mrs, Slattery.  Mrs, Slattery s
«tory is, in fact, built upen the plans and specifications of that of
Maria Monk, There are, however, two important wmodifications
(1) Maria Mounk < reputed elory has it that the period of the
novitiate was marked by strice propriety of conduet. und even by a
degree of plety  In Mis Rlattery's tale. the novitiate is brim-full
ot horrors, Thi- blood flows and the full flower of high tragedy is
abloom from the first act, {2} Maria Monk has it that she was
periectly tree o walk vuu of the couvenl alb any woment withoul
consulting or asking permission of anybody. This is too tame and
Irfe-like tor M1~ mlattery.  DBesides, had shie ot the slories of  Lthe
escaped nun " snd of * the rescued nun’ before her ! Hhe combines
the two, makes a non-existenl * Lady Morton ' ‘rescue’ her from
captivity, and on the Slattery handbills appropriates the title
escaped nun,” of which Edith O tiurmans was the sole inventor and
patentee. In a notice of a recent nnti-convent romance the London
Npeetfafor has this sarcastic remark ' When nuns want to leave a
ningteenth century convent, a taur more convenient method of
escape iy to walk out of the front door and net (as represented on
the cover of this book) to take an open window and a ladder.
AUTHORITIES,

Happily for the causc of truth and decency the publication of
that remarkable vmpostare, Phe Jwful Diselosires of Mariac Monk,
was fast followerll by overwhelming evidence, official and non-
official. which trismphantly proved it to be from beginning to end
a tissue of abonnnable falsehools, The chief authorities that deal
with the story of M Mewk are - (1) The universal testimony of
the Protestant Pres- at Montreal. (2} the thorough investigation
of the whole affair carried out by Colonel W, L, Stone. editor of the
Vew York femmereia! Advorfovs and some lewding Protestant
gentlemen of Monrreal, and published in the Rrrutation of the
Fubwlovws Ihstory of 2he Arch-Lmposter Warew Honk (Art and Book
Company, Leumington, 3d); (3) the athidavits of many persons of
good character and reputation re-iding at the time in Montreal,
Among them is that of Maria Monk™s own motber, who appears to
have been always a respectable woman, and who was housekeeper
at Government House Montreal. A number of these affidavits are
contained in Yhe Lrie Hiostoey of Warir Mond, reprinted from the
Duhtin Boveon of May. 1836, by the Cathohie Truth Society
¢ Londen, 28 papes. 1d),  Fightesr valuable additional aifidavits are
to be found in _Lw Al Leposere of the tiverons Plot furmed
theaigl the dntervent e of Meroe MHond, published by Jones and
Ca., of Mentreal, in [~36. (1) To these we may add the intorma-
tion contained in the Boston Pt ol the period, and in sundry
other publications, to some of which bricf reference will be made in
due course.  Wue give the salient faots of the vile conspiracy of
defamation hereunder in brief and swnmary form, and refer onr
readers for foller mformation t3 the pamphlets published by the
Arg and Bogk Co,and the Cathiolic Truth Society, These car be
vbtained through any Catholic book-cller.

THE TRUE STORY.

Lo kalt-wedted Loy —Maria Monk was the dsurhter of
Seottish parents boths Protestinte,  They had setcied at Montreal,
where her tath-r, betore his death, held a minor position as a prison
ofticial,  mhe was brought up a Protestant, and. so far as she pro-
tessed any crecd, she remained a Protestant to the end, {ler
mother, a~ already ~Lated, beeime housekeoper at the local tovern-
ment Hoase,  Avcording to the mother » atfidavit. sworn betore Dr,
Roburt=on. 1P of Montreal, on Uctober 21, 1837, Maria Monk, when
about seven years old. s broke a slate penal an her heat) and,
whether from this or other cause * was frequently deranged in her
hend ", that ~=ince that time her mental taculties were deranged,
ard by times much more than ar other times, but that she vas
tar from beiny an idiot . that she could make the mo-t risliculons
but maost plausible storie~,  Sumlir evidence of the minugled -
sanity and mendacity of Maria Monk 12 given in the afli tavit of (he
above-mentioned Dr. Roberton (a Protestant physician), sworn at
Montreal betore Benjamin Holmes, J P, on November 11, 1513
He deposed that, on Novewber i, [831 she was prevented by three
wmen trom comnmitting swicwde by drowning herself, and that she
—although quite unknown to Dr. Robertson—had represented her-
~elf as his duughter. 1w ~ubsequent inquiries iuto her evil career
led him te declure in his athdavit that he * considered her assertions
upon oath were not entitied to more credit than her bare assertion,
and that he! did not believe either,' Subseguent investigations
amply justified his total unbelief of her unsupported word.

20 Mot v Miw—Lake Mys, Slattery, Moria Monk never was a
nun, o ber aftidavit referred to above, her mother rays that * Asto
the history that she had been in o nuunery, it was a fabrication, for
she was never in o nunnery . that at one time [ wished to obtain a
place 1n a nunnery for her, that I had employed the influence of Mra
de Montenach, of Ir. Nelson, and of gur pastor. the Rev. Mr. Ksson,
but without success.” The fable of her hife in the convent is further
contradicted by the atliduvic of 1}r Robertson ., of Mre, Dunecan
Cameron MeDonnell, manyger of the Magdalen Asylum, Montreal :
by Col, Bwne and the nuns of the Hitel Dieu; by the Montreal
Press; by the contradictory statements of Maria Monk herself, to
which further reference will he wade lIater on; and by the
attidavits of eighteen of her employers published ia the pamphlet
referred to ahove, .la Awful Lrposurs of the Atrorious Plot, eto,

S Mhat Maria Mok vewlly woe—Maria Monk was. and
remained 1o the end of her days, a prostitute.  This melancholy fact
13 testified to in the lengthy atfidavit of her own mother, which i
given in full in the fubiin Kerwsr of May, 1836, Mrs, Tarbert,
friend of Mrs, Monk, deposed on oath that when sent by the latter
to fetch Maria home, she found the untortunate creature *in a house
of bad fame. Dr. Robertson gives similar testimony ua to the im-
moral hife of Mrs, Blattery’s herone, He deposes that on one
occurion he, ' as a Juostice of the Peace, sent her to gaol as a vagrant,'
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