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reries of the Christian centuriee Compared with the event of the
Incarnation, whal are all other dates and days 7 What the rise and
fall of dyna-ties, what the march of mere human thought, what the
rigre and wane and fall of fustitntions and fashions, what the career
of conguerors and of rages?  What the lizghts and shades which flit
acroes the face of cur mineteen centaries! What are they all when
we reflect that nircleen hundred years ago God assumed human
nature, and from (hat day to this has never cessed fo press us by
His voice and His grace to live for Mim. for Heaven, and for
etertuty | Tor this preat and awiul conviescension the datly thanks
of every Christian heart are too Iittle; it is fitting that a vast and
world-wuie concert or praise ani pratitude should close the mine-
teenth century and open the twentieth,

A Catholic Congress will be held next Qetober in Sydney, and
we ask the assistance of your prayers and good works, in crder that
its results may be more extensive and lasting.,

In reference to the missionary and collecting tour through the
archdiocese, which we began just before last winter and continued
till the beginning of last December, we with you to join with us in
bearty thankegiviog to the Almighty and Bountiful Giver of all
good gifts for the vast amount of spiritual pood wronght by our
missions, being the means through Divine prace of bringing back
large nambers of nepligent Catholics and obdarate rinners to the
way of ealvation and a fervent life, besides operating the conversion
of a goodly number of non-Catholics. The financial success of
these apostolic labours has been guite up to our expectations. and if
the rest of our missions, which we shall resuwne at an early date.
are crowned with cqual snceess, we shall be able, please God. to
proceed to the laying of the foundation-stone of St. Mary's new
Cathedral on its fine central site in abont twelve months. While
we tender our warmest and heartiest thanks to the generous sub-
scribers who have already contributed to the Cathedral Fund. we
appeal most confidently to all those whom we shall visit in our
next series of missions, 8o that their contributions may exceed even
thoee which have so greatly gladdened and encouraged our previous
efforts, We recommend these missions most urgently to the
prayers of all the faithful, clergy and laity, in our archdiocess, in
order that, through them, a rich harvest of conversicns from error
and sin may result from the mercy of God tbrough the precious
blood of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ,

In conelusion, we again exhort our whole flock, clergy and
laity, to untiring zeal on the vital guestion of religious education.
Religion is the chief element in civilisation and true progress, The
great need of snciety is not the diffusion of enlightenment, but the
diffusion of character. of honest faith, and manly courage. We are
not the advocates of iguoranece, nor do we yield to any in our
estimation of the value of mere mental trainmng, Warer is good,
but without bread it will not sustain life. Wine warms antd
gladdens man’a heart, but, if need without care and discretion, it
maddens and drives to destruetion, We indignantly protest against
the folly of the age which wourld fain make the schoolroom its
Church, instruction its Bacrament, and calture its Religion, This
is—believe the Church—the straight way to ruin. Culture is for
the few; and what a miserable gloss and varnish it is even for
most of these! But for the millions it means the Payan debauch,
the brutalising orgy, and mere animaham. Relipion alone can
seenre man’s 8olid happiness in this world, and his cternal bires in
the next, Come then what may, we will continue the enurageous
election and maintenance of our schools, and we wiil, to the ext of
our power, rescue our children from the contamimation of secular
schools, confident that such a manly course must command the
«ympathy and support of every hene-t man, and finally win for us
the redress of the crying injustice with which we are atficted

During Lent pray fervently for our oly Father, anl for the
likerty and independence of the Church, and be particularly
generous in your contribution to Peter's Pence.

¢ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Charity of God.
and the communieation of the Holy Ghost be with you all, Amen,

Given at Wellington,

Feast of the Purification, Februarg 2, 19500,

vJ« FRANCTS,
Archbishop of Weilington,

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE REGULATIONS FuR LEXT WHICH
WE MAKE IN VIRIUE OF BSPECIAL FACULTIE~, RLCEIVED
FROM THE HOLY SBE,

18t.—We grrant permission for the use of Flesh Meak, at dinner
ouly, on all Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, and also on all
Saturdsys except oue, that is the second Saturday during Lent and
Monday in Holy Week.

2o0d.—lard and dripping may be used after the manner of
Butter, at dinver. on daya of Fast and Abstinence during Lent, and
ulso throughout the year, with the exception of the first and last
Wednesdays of Lent and Good Friday.

3rd.—White meats—such as Butter, M:lk, Cheese, and Egys—
are allowed on all days at dinner, with the exeeption of Ash Wednes-
day and Good Priday. A little milk is always allowed in Tea, Coffee,
or vther beverage,

4th,~—For those who, though not hound to faw, are bound to
ubstiin: the kinds of food whicn are altowed at their ehief meal to
those who are bouud to fast are aliowed at ull 1imes to tho-e who
are not so bound.

Sth,—Fish and Flesh are not allowed at the same meal during
Lent,

There is neither Fast nor Abstinence on Sunday in T.ent.

His Holiness Pope Leo X1IL has caused st. Patrick's Day to be
no longer a fast day 1n Australasia, or a day of abstivence, unless it
happens to full on a Friday or during the Quatuor Tense.

All who have completed their 215t year are bound to fast and
abstuin—unless excuned by the state of their health or the natureof
their emnployment—acecording to the 1egulations stated nbove ; and all

who have arrived at the use of reason, though not bound to fast
before the completion of their 21+t year, are nevertheless bound to
ahstain from the use of flesh meats on the days appointed—unless
exempled for a legitimate nause, of which the respective Pastors are
the judges,

All who have arrived at the years of discretion are bound to go
to Communion within laster time, which, in this Dijocese, com-
mences on Ash Wednesday and ends on the Octave of Saints Peter
and Paul
Tne collection for the Holy Father wiil take place on Good
Friday,

The collection for the Heminary Fund will be held on Whit
Sunday, or on the Sunday or Sundays following, when there are two
or more churches in the dis‘riet.

The collectinn for the Holy Places in Palestine will take place
on the first Sunday in October, or on the Sunday or Sundays follow-
ing, when there are two or more churches in the district.

The Clergy are requested to read these Regulations from the
several Altary a3 soon as possible, and to cause a copy of them to
be placed in a conspicuvu+ place in their respective churches and
chapels,

v« FRANCIS,
Archbishop of Wellington.
Wellington, Feb, 2, 1400
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SLATTERY AND IIIS DBOGUS : EX-NUN'

A FEMALE IMPOSTOR'S CAREER.

Mrs. Slattery’s f Witnesses)’

In another pamphlet we have proved the utier worthlessnesa
of ex-priest Slattery’s ‘testimonials ° and shown how they leave his
characler exactly where they found it. Mrs. Slattery, too, bas her
‘ teatimonials '—or rather her witnesses, They are both shy birds—
8o shy, indeed, that every inducement has failed to make them
visible in the flesh. One of these coy *witnesses’ signs himself
*John Stinson Wright' in a letter to the Manchester Courier of
December 20, 1897, He has the following to say :— First, I knew
Mrs. Slattery when she was a child. Iknew her before she went
into a convent, and I remember the time she came out; and [ am
sure she was in a convent in Cavan, Mra. Slattery is o member of
a fiue old family, and is a Jady by birth. Her father, James Mag-
Cabe, was a graduate of Trinity College, and a gentleman in every
sense of the word.’

On this letter Mr, Britten has the following remarks :—' Most
of these statements are disposed of by the sworn testimony already
adduced : oue of them Father Lynch undertook to examine, and he
published in the uwrir the results of his investigation. It wili
be observed that Mr. Wright does not locate the * Trinity O dlege ™
at which Jamea MacCabe graduated. There are three Trinity Col.
leges in the United Kingiom—mt Oxford, Cambridge, and Dublin,
Father Lynch obtained official information from each of these thatl
no Jumes MacOabe had graduated there since the year 1800, An-
other correspondent wrote to the (‘wwrier to say that s James Mac-
Cabe had graduated at Trinity College, Dublin, in 174§, although
he could not say whether he was the James MacCabe in guestion,
It may be assumed he wasnot, for, supposing him to have graduated
at the early age of 18, he would have been 87 years old in 1867 —the
date at which Mrs, Slattery tells us ske was born—and VY years
at the time of dealh, which took place wheu his daughter waas 13
years old. If he were the same he muat bave been a remurkable
nan for hie age, for Mra. Blattery tells us (Convent Life, p. 36) that
the two ‘used to ramble in the early morniogs' in the summer
preceding his death,

¢ In asecond letter, ** John Stinson Wright ” said he ‘ knew Mrs,
John Brandon, who at one time lived in Cootehill, and who now
lives in Cloras.! Father Lynch ((ourisr, January 1, 13U5) thus
conclusively dispoges of this item of information —

% There is no such place as Clonas in Ireland at all. No sach
place is given in the Irish Post Otlice Directory. No snch place is
given either in Phillips’ large folio atlas, or in the 7imes fulio
atlas, published two yeara ago. There is no such plwee givenin
Lewis's Topographica! Dictionary of Ireland. I even wrote to
Datlin, and the official information sentto me was that there was
no such place as Clonns. Kow if T had written to you at onue to
ray there was no such place as Clonas, Mr. Wright might posmbly
reply that Clonas was a misprint for Clones, a little town about
12 miles from Coobehill, the alleged birth-place of Mrs, Slattery.
To-day I received three letters from Clones, The local ductor, whe
wus born in Clones, and is now a magistrate, and who knows every-
bedy in and around the town, never heard of such a person as Mrs,
John Branden., 'The clerk of the Petty Bespions in Clones, who
also knows every one in it, never heard of Mrs, Joha Lrandon.
There is only one person of the name Brandon in the town. She is
a single old lady, aged 70, and was never married. She never
heard of Mre. Slattery, and is no relation of hera.”

¢Tg this letter no reply came from * John Btinson Wright” It
will be cheerved (continnes Mr. Britten) that “ John BStinson
Wright” appends no address to his first letter. When his attention
was called to this omission he gave it as “care of Rev, Joseph
Siattery, Protestant Alliance Office, London.” Now, it secems
remarkable that Wright should have no more settled address than
that formerly employed by a peripatetic lecturer who had already
publiely stated that he was not lecturing under the auspices of the
I'rotestant Alliance; and it can hwrdly be wondered at that some
bave agpumed the identivy of Wright with Slattery.’

But Mrs, Slattery has another *witness.” This time it is
(apparently) a lady, And, like the invisible ‘John Stinson Wright,’
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