
1. A male Stiggins or Chadband of discreditable antecedents
—

frequently a non-Catholic ; sometimes — as in Slattery's case
—

a
cleric unfrocked for conduct unworthy of his holy calling.-^

2. The second requisite is a bold, trained, and determined
female impostor that is impervious to exposure. A conspicuous
example of this lraudulent class of sham nun is Mrs. Slattery.
Another

'distinguished 'member ol the " profession'is thenotorious
Margaret Shepherd («//«« Parkyn, ahos Edgeston. alias Egan).
This woman, like hei forerunner. Maria Monk, was ne\er a
Catholic. She is still lhing and posirg as an ■ e^-nun,' and her
career furnishes a telling instance of how a bold-faced impostor
and criminal can at the i-ame time preach and pray and wheedle
the coins out of the pocketsof well-meaning but gullible bigots
andof people whose minds are lew d and whose hearts are rotten.
Margaret Shepherd scareer has main points of resemblance to that
of Maria Monk. She was takenoff the streets and cared for by the
Sisters of the Good Shepherd at Amos Court. Biistol. She was
wellknown to the English police. st>r\ed terms of imprisonment
at Bodmin and Milbank was- denouiced by Rev. G. P.Mcrrish
(Church of England prison chaplain), and by the Ile\ . C. B.
Simpson. Anglican chaplain of Bodmin. was described a- 'an
accomplished swindler.' Mr. \V. T. sttad has hada good deal to
say of her history. For instance Inthe litmir of Ji< nnrs for
July, 1594 (p. (in]), he says ol her that she " is a woman whose past
history is deeply stained with both \ice and crime.' Amongother
things she stated that she was clo-ely associated with Mr. Stead
during the imestigations which resulted in the publication ol lln
Maiden 'Jrihute of Modem jlabylon.and m the campaign which
led to thepassing of theCriminal Law Amendment Act. ' If,' say»
Mr. Stead (Joe. eit.). Imay ]ud^e her reflations concerning
nunneries by her reflations concerning the share whichshe had in
Tin Maidm 7nbuti their \ulue must be put down as a minus
quantity. Like the street-womanof Montreal and Mrs. Slattery,
this other " famous nun

'
lectures '

to women only
'
and adds to her

fraudulent rc\enuebythe sale of pruiient books and pamphlets.
Itis pitiful to relate that pulpits and churches wereplacedat the
disposal ot Margaret Shepherd by well-meaning but misguided
clergymenandcommittee-, chiefly of theBaptist denomination. It
does not need a Solomon tv forecast the moral evils that are likely
to result from nuch cru>.ules as tho-c ot the Shepherd woman and
the Slatterys. The Rev.Jo.-iph Baird(of \VM\, Willis Avenue,New
York)denounced Margaret Shepherd in scathing terms in apub-
lished letter bearing dale April :.'!. IMU. and stated that,owing to
her conduct and the evils arising from her work,her mission in hi&
church had to terminate as speedily as possible. A still stronger
condemnation of the woman and her methods of

'
e\angelising '

appeared in the Canada Pre\hyti ru<a of December 20, ISM, from
the pen of l!e\ . J. A Macdouald.a Presbyterian minister of St.Thomas, Ontario. lie describes lit as -one of the worst frauds,
one of themost dangerous agents ol political and social strife and
moral corruption that— v hether as a journalist or preacher— Ihave
ever come into contact with." In the same letter he tells how.-

This,says the editoro! the Boston I'ilu!, wsi« a translation, and was entitled
77i# dates of Jl>U Opened. Jhe editor of the Pilot had a copy of this in his
possession, and he declaiod tl.it, with the exception of the propel naniea, it is
word for word thesame as the \irnil ln-clf,itniattiilmted to Maria Monk, see
The Irish in America,by J. F.ilagune,M.L., itli cd., pp.413-414.

t See theaffidavit of MaimMonk's niotlnu in I'he True Story or Mmm Monk-,
reprintedfrom theDublin Heneu of Mr.j,1K36, b} the C.T.b.(London) l'ucc Id.

t Ed.1880, vol.IV.,p. 137.
§The non-Catholic Editor Binnn, of tho Tr^aHIconoclast, inan article inhis

paper in July,1895, pointed out that Slattuj, by his own showing, studied
Catholic theologyand officiated ss apriest for several years'before discovering
anything immoral in the teaching* of the Mother Church, wlien it suddenly
occurred to him that it was lwt a ti~~up ot taUehood, a veritable cesspool of
rottenness. His [.Slattery'*,] transformation appeals to have been almost as
suddenas thatot baul of Tarsus— or that ot Jnaas lscariot. Ihaveno objection
to his leaving the Catholic piiesthood— his Bishop stopped his pay.' Kor tho
character ofother 'ex-priests '—real and bogus -aceour pamphlet,JottphSlattery,
pp.6-6.

" A i' \ y .us aj.o two females were sent to prison, tho one inScotland, the
othoi m bii}.Kind, lor obtaining money b> fahely representing themselvesas ex-
nun-. One of them was a nonCatholic laetoiy-girl from near Glasgow. Her
filth\ tali- w is concocted and taught to her b) a mule imposter, who was likewise
v non-Catholic. To the great regretol the Bench, he waslernncted by the police
to vanish when the girl was anested. In Jlaj, IHD9,an attempt was mad« to
manuf.xotuic .in

'escapednun' story inconnection with the Cansbrooke Convent,
Isle ol Wight. The attempt was promptly lruatrated by the action of aProtes-
tant,banister, Mr. I.Alderson Foote,(JC. (of 3 Temple, London) and the Isle ol
IIii//d Cuit ntiiPress of Way li, 189'J. A iiotonous

'ex-nun,' Mrs. Mary White
(Mis;- Wiudsor),according to the Philadelphia Pixsa (a non-Catholic papert of
January 23, Ife97,made n d3ing declaration before a Notary Public in whichshe
retrnetedall that shehad saidagainst the Catholic Church and the liveg led by
nuns.

X Joiephblattery. The Romance oj an Unfrocked Priest. See p.4of cover of this
publication.

§New York Sun, January 27,1894.

t Convent Lite, p. 7b. Unless whore otherwiso stated we quote from tho
American edition of this book. Edith O'Gorman will probably not feel much
complimentedby being linked with MariaMonk under this designation.
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'

when it was whispered thather record was shady,' lewd characters
gathered to her 'like vultures to the carcass

'
; that neverthelese

the'brazen hypocrite'■ opensher meetings withprayer';that ths
results of her mission are " simply appalling';that the details
thereofare

'
horriblydisgusting

'
;thatmany " menand women whose

names are a guarantee for truth and prudence' wrote him par-
ticulars of the woman's work which wereso

'
frightfully damning'

that he ■ dare not publish them
'
: that the great temperance

worker, Miss Lillian M. l'helps, wrote 'imploring mo in the name
of wroncod womanhood toaddress a wider than my own congrega-
tion '"and if possiblepave our women and girls from the awfulness
of ihis woman's touch."

'
And much more to the same effect

regarding the still notorious sham nun, who, he declared, 'has
prostitutedtruth and honour, and who "" runs riotously in the error
of Balaam for hire."

'
Mrs. Slattery is the next most notable

adorr.ment of tho malodorous profession of sham nun of which
Maria Monk and Margaret Shepherd are the bright particular
stars.* The triplet cluster shines out boldly above the lesser lights
of theprofession, thus j—

MARIA MONK ;

MARGARET SHEPHERD,
MRS. SLATTERY.

.!. Another indispensablerequisite in the
'escaped nun'trade

is a good,round, lying taleof phenomenal immorality. Tosucceed,
itmust, above all, be a prurientor filthy one. Inpractically every
instance itis, as in the case of Maria Monk,concocted by the male
partner in the

'
venture.' Thus, an affidavit of Slattery's nephew

and assistant attributes the authorshipof Mrs. Slattery's lectures to
the ex-priest;and there is internal evidence to show that consider-
able portions of her publications— and especially the doctrinal
clap-trap, the prefaces to her Convent Life, etc.— are his work.
Attempts have been made by enterprising male speculators to
exploit even those veryrare specimensof genuineex-nuns that have
at long intervals left their convents. This Miss Cusack tells us
with sufficient plainness in a letter written to the Honrnemouth
Obsrrrt r of November S, IS'.W, in condemnationof the falsehoods of
Ellen Golding. Referring to a disreputable,though well-dressed,
.."lass ot bigots who organise, arrange, and support filthy and lying
crusades of the Slattery kind, she says :—:

—
"IfIwere to tell something of whatIhavebeen made to suffer

by persons of this class, professing to be Christians,because Icould
neither make statements which Iknew to be false, nor endorse
statements made by others which Idoubted,Miss Golding'scase
would, perhaps,be better understood.'

Inplain terms, those anti-convent fables are still
—

as was the
ease with the Maria Monk imposture— concocted by designing
niijnuKtrios. and are.alter a courseof preparation,recited in public
by the genuine ex-nunor,more frequently, by herbogus counterfeit.
L'dith O'Gorman and Ellen Goldmg allowed themselves to be
exploitedin this way. The 'ventures

' prospered till the publica-
tion and persistent circulation of Father Sydney Smith's and Mr.
Britten's pamphletsand the investigations towhich theyled. Then
the gaudy bubbles burst. Sharu nuns defy exposure other than
thatof the police and criminal courts, and keep-on the boards'
till their audiences melt away. But Edith O'Gorman and Ellen
Goklinghad sufficient sense ot shame left to hide their diminished
heads in the friendly obscurity of privatelife. They were the first,
the only, and the last representatives of the genuine lecturing
ex-nun.

'Tell me your Company.'
To this day Mana Monk is thequarry outof which thegrosser

anti-convent romances are hewnand shapen. Itis being hawked
around by Mrs. Slattery and sold indiscriminately by her along
with her ownnoisome publications. The character of theSlattery
crusade may be gauged from the following further facts :

(1) Mrs. Slatteryhas an unbounded admiration for the fallen
womanof Montreal, whom she terms ' the famous nun.'f

(2) Like Maria Monk, Mrs. Slatterynever was anun, as stated
by her. We have not the slightest evidence beyond her own
worthless word that she was ever even a Catholic. Rumour

—
for

whatitis worth
—

has it that she never was.
(3) JosephSlattery, her partner in thebusiness, was, as wehave

shown in another pamphlet,\ dismissed from the ranks of the
Catholic clergy for persistent intemperance,and was imprisonedat
Pittsburg(U.S.A.) ior the sale of indecent literature.

(t) Mrs. Slattery was, according to her ownshowing, thefriend
and for two yearsguest (HK)of ex-priestMacnamara,who hadbeen
dismiss-ed from his Order. After his

'conversion,' he was, in 1878,
associated with the notorious female swindler known as the
'Counre-s' Ann O'Delia Dis Debar. § Later on he appearedas the

The gentle Autocrat oi Lhe Breakfast Table reminds us that'
sin has many tools,but a lie is the handle that lits them all.'

Hoyte found a handle for his tool (Maria Monk) in a filthy
pamphlet that had seen the light in 17M/ IL had itreprinted,
merely altering the proper names «o a to make the Hotel Dieu
Nunnery at Montreal the scene oi th v abominable fiction. Hoyte
andhis fellow-con^piratois of the thirties took specialcare to a\oid
mentioning the real name of any nun living at the Hotel Dieu.
We shall sec a-- we proceed that a like piecaution has been observed
by Slatterv and his female "turtnci in what the Auckland Ohti'rrir
terms his- 'sordid mission' Hojte's nprint was published under
the sue-'-reyhve title of Th, \'uii,l /),,//nw/v* of Mm-ia Vo-nh
Maria herself was induced, in the lace of the stc idy protests and
denials of her Protestant parent-., to pose, as an "ex-nun.'f And
thus was set afloat what the I'rotc-tant editors of Aprleton's
Cyclopn ihn of Ami nrtm L'/oj r<ij>h >/ term "one of the most
remarkable impostures on record.' t

Such were the auspicious beginnings of Mrs. Slattery's trade—
that of the sham ex-nun. It w.n inaugurated by two lewd
creatures who had never been members of the Church whose
alleged enormities they professed to " disclose.1 The male partner
in the conspiracy was a low roue ; his ine\itnble female companion
was a thief, gaol-bird, and prostitute. But Iloyte's reprint sold
amazingly. Money flowe1 trcely into his pockets. The whole
purpose of the conspiracy of f-'l-ehood was thus attained. When
the half-witted sham nun had served her purpose, and met with
the exposure which she courted. Hoyte flung her aside penniless
andleft her toshift as best she could for herself and her illegiti-
mate child.

The New Maria Monks
To this day the

'
ex-nun

'
bu-ine^« is conducted on practically

the same lines on which it originated. In Au. I.MM a successful
campaign of the kind requires as it did in I^.S<> —

3
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