
Themental andphysical strain Phil had undergone had proved
toomuch for him. Brainfever resulted, and for several weeks he
lay at death's door. During this trying time he was tenderly and
lovingly cared for by his anxiousmother, whosegrief,however, was
submergedin feelings of maternal pridein her little hero, her little
Knight of the Blessed Sacrament. Mrs. Seton also succeeded in
nursing her eon back to health and strength, to the joy of the
wholevillage, for Phil was the lion and idol of all Exeter, whose
goodoitizensstill love todiscourse on theheroism of thebravelittle
sacristan.

Aconversational discussion then tookplace as to thedesirabilityof having a Sunday set apart in Dunedin for a collection at theChurch doors, in addition to the house-to-house canvass. The
matter was referred to the committee

On the motion of the Rev. Father Murphy, Messrs. JamesO'Connor andJohn Halley wereappointed secretaries.
The Rev. Father Murphy, in replying toa suggestion made by

Mr.Callan as to the mode of collecting,said he was in favour of ahouse-to-housecanvass inDunedin. With regard to other parishesthe matter would be best left to parish priests to decide upon thebest means, for they were quiteas anxious as those in the city lhatthe affair shouldbe a success. They had expressed their intentionto doall in their power to make it a success. The whole diocesewouldbe represented in the testimonial. In order to carryout thework of collecting funds in Dunedin he had compiled a lißt ofprominentCatholics to form a conamittee and do the collecting.
On the motion of the Rev.FatherMurphy a generalcommittee

wasappointed to make ahouse-to-house canvass.Mr. J. Liston expressed his pleasure at the remarks of theprevious speakers. During his Lordship'sabsence he had done goodwork,and they should do good work now and show the Bishop onhis return how they respected him. He suggested that asubscription list be openedat themeeting.
—

(Applause.)
This was done, and in a very short time Father Murphy

announced that over £8 )hadbeen subscribed.

Rev. Father Murphy and Mr. John Carroll were appointed
joint treasurers.

Itwas decided that the secretaries write to the priests of thediocese,acquainting them with what was done at the meeting,
suggesting that local committees be formed,and requesting thatallmoneyscollected be pent to thecommon fund.

On themotion of the Rev.Father Murphy a voteof thankswaspassedto the Very Rev.Dean Mackay, whohadcome fromOamarufor thepurpose of being present at the meeting. Father Murphy
mentioned that the Very Rev. Father O'Neill had attended themeetingat considerablepersonal inconvenience.THE BISHOP OF DUNEDIN.

THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR.
A SUCCESSFUL MEETING.

PREPARATIONS TO WELCOME HIM HOME

We take the following from theForesters" Miscellany,a magazine
published in England by the Foresters' Friendly Society :—:

—
In that section of the Christian Church which weinEngland

know as Roman Catholic, there is to be found an organisation
designated 'The Little Sisters of the Poor.' These little Sisters
devote their constant effort to collecting money for the purpose of
helping poor aged persons, and their modus ojperandi is to secure a
suitable building in which tohouse the ased people,irrespectiveof
creed or profession. We personally had thepleasure of going overthe St Elizabeth's Home, where were to be foundnearly 100 aged
people,who werefed,clothed, and housed entirely by the efforts of
these devoted women. The place is scrupulously clean, and the
inmates as contented as it was possible for them to be. Amongst
the men were to be found members of the Ancient Order ofForester?, who,on receipt of their final allowance of reduced sick
pay, finding themselves unable to do for themselves, here found
an asylum in which no questions were asked as to their previous
life or conduct, nor as to theirreligious belief;the sole qualification
being (>0 years of age and inability to work for their maintenance.Here were to be found aged women,some the wives of husbands
who were also inmates, and some the widows of men who had
formerly been prosperous tradesmen. Here at least was one lady,
who, 20 years ago, was left a widow well provided for, whose
children, still alive, had insisted upon sharing that which their
father hadleftbehind him,and who, when all had been eaten up,
had refused to maintain their aged mother, andshe, at 80 years ofage, found asylum with these LittleSisters of the Poor.

The goodMother, Sister Benedict, showed us round thebuild-
ing. We sat and chatted with the inmates,learned many of their
life stories, heard their devout expression of thankfulness to the
never-tiring Little Sisters, and came away with the conviction that
thepoor old folk werehere as comfortable asever they had been in
their lives,and had, indeed,much to be thankful for.

In thisretreat the inmates are not given monetary allowances,
but are maintained through the services of theseholy anddevoted
women, who,.day by day, year in and year out,acting uponthe
injunction, 'Ask and ye shall receive,' move about amongst theirfellow citizens asking for the wherewithal to provide food andclothing for their numerouscharge.

WEDDING GIFTS.

A EEPBESENTATIVE meeting of the Catholic clergy and laity was
heldinSt.Joseph'sHall,Dunedin,onFriday night,for the purpose
of making arrangements for the reception of his Lordship the
Right Rev. Dr."Verdon on his return from Europe, and also with
the object of collecting funds tomake him a presentation. Among
those present were the Very Rev. Dean Mackay, administratorof
the diocese, Very Rev. Father O'Neill (Milton), Rev. Fathers
Murphy, Coffey,Cleary, J. Ryan, Geary, M. M.Ryan, and O'Malley—

the three last-mentionedhaving been recently secured byBishop
Verdon for work in thedioceue of Dunedin.

The Rev.Father Murphy, in introducing the business of the
meetingsaid thatit was called,as they wereaware,for the purpose
oforganising a testimonial to hisLordship theBishop on hia return
fromEurope. His Lordship was deserving of all thehonour they
could show him. If they looked around them they could see in the
hall the first fruits of his labours whilst at home He (Father
Murphy)had written to the priests of the diocese regarding the
object of themeeting, and they had promised their hearty support
and co-operation. He was pleased to see such a representative
gathering present, and many others who were unavoidably absent
hadsent apologies andexpressedtheir willingness to assist inevery
way towardsmaking the presentationa success. He concludedby
proposing that the VeryRev. Dean Mackay,administrator of the
diocese in theBishop's absence, take the chair.

Dean Mackay, who was received with applause, said it was
intendedthat thepresentationshould be theunanimous expression
of the respect andesteem feltby the whole diocese for his Lordship.
He was pleased to see Dunedin so well representedby so many of
the leading Catholics,as it was only natural that the city should
make the first moveinsuch a matter. At the same time the whole
diocese would take the matter up and make ita great success,in
recognitionof the good work which his Lordship had done. One
of the works for which not only Dunedin but the whole of the
diocese was indebted to Bishop Verdon was the establishment of
the OrphanageinSouth Dunedin

—
(applause)

—
andanother was his

success in obtaining a number of young priests to labour for the
causeofreligioninthediocese. (Applause). Inorder toprocure priests
fundswereindispensable,andhe did not think his Lordshipwasbur-
dened with much of the world's wealth. They should direct their
efforts to raise something substantial towards the expenses which
theBishophadincurred or wasto incur onbehalf of the diocese,as
wellas toprovide the nucleus of a fund for other good works.(Applause.)

Mr.J. B. Callan said that they knew that hi* Lordship had
(roneHome for thepurpose ofprocuring priests, and on his return
it was only natural that the Catholics of the diocese should tender
him a hearty welcome. The chief object of the meeting was to
arrange tocollect funds for thepurpose of defraying the expenses
whichhisLordship had been put to in the interests of the diocese.
They had with them that evening the

'
first contingent,' andhehad

nodoubt they wouldbe successful clergymen in the work they had
todo. Hebelievedthere was tobe also a 'second contingent.' All
this cost money,and when they reflected that it had been donein
the interests of the laity, it naturally followed that the laity should
contribute to defray those expenses. He hadnodoubt but that the
Catholicsof the diocese would,as they had alwaysdone, contribute
liberally and act loyally in this direction. For his own part he
would be glad to do all he could to give his Lordshipa hearty
welcome, and assist in collecting. He believed the object of the
meeting wouldbe a thorough success.— (Applause )

Whek itbecomes necessary to make a bridal gift to those of whose
tastes we are uncertain, or to those who are so wealthy that they
alreadyhavealmost everything theheart canwish, who havesilver
and gold aud jewels,houses and lands, then the task beoomes moreinvolved,and really a good deal moreinteresting. To such persons
a gift that simply shows tho expenditureof money is unnecessary
andunwise ;and if youhave not a superfluity of money, and they
knowit, itplaces you ina foolish light. For agift tosuch people
the world— that is, our corner of it— has tobe ransacked,and some-
thing has tobe found,curious or beautiful or original and unusual,
that only research could hare turned upor aningenious mindhave
conceived;something that does nor, merely represent a bank
account, but thought, care, and the qualities that money cannot
buy ; something out-of-the-wayand undreamed of,and as sure as
anything can be sure to be withouta duplicate among the gifts.
Sucha present stands for that for which,in a way,gold has no
purchasing power, for the long affection and preparation,and for
the effort in which there is a certain touch of the genius that
evokes wonders fromthe hidden and unforeseen.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Thursday, January 18, 1900
More than thechurch breakers weresurprised as the clanging

of the oldbell disturbed the stillness of thenight,but certainlynone
more bo than they. From the dark old towerabove them the sound
came booming forth with startling suddenness. Thunder-struck,
the would-be sanctuary-despoilers dropped their tools and ran.'
The handof God,1gasped the renegade Italian, andall weremore

or less Btricken withlike feelingof fear. As to thepariahpriest,atfirsthe thought the sounds were but noises of dreamland. Next
they seemedtohim to proceedbat from the trickster Imagination.
Butfinally,thoroughly aroused,he becamefullyalive to therealityofthe clangorof thebell,andrushed forthto inquire theciu«e of this
mysteriousoccurrence. TheothercitizensofExeternaturally thought
afire was inprogressandeachhurried fromhis hotne. Butthere was
nosign of fire anywhere, andso those nearest the church hastened
thither.

The old sexton was the first on the scene, closely followed by
the pastor. Opening the main door they entered. The bell had
ceased ringing, bnt the ropeyet swung gently to and fro, andunder-
neath lay a limp, bleeding form. What was the astonishment of all
present to find that themysterious bell-ringer was Phil Seton, who
had fainted after having accomplished his work. Tenderly they
carriedhiminto thePresbytery, while in the meantime the village
doctor wassummoned.
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