
People We Hear About
M. Bleriot, the aviator, who recently crossed the

English Channel in a flying machine, is a graduate of theCatholic College of Our Lady of Grace, Cambray, France
(says America). He was born at Malincourt, Canton of
Clary, France.

The value of the estate of the late Marquis of Ripon,
formerly Governor-General of India and later Lord Privy
Seal in Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman's Ministry, hasbeenproved at £125,574. The testator bequeathed to Mr.
St. Quentin, a former privatesecretary, the sum of £10,000,
and made provision for the establishment of scholarship's
in connection with the Ripon Grammar School. He be-queathed.the church and convent of San Damiano, nearAssisi, in Italy, to the Admiral of the Fleet, Lord WalterTalbot Kerr, son of the seventh Marquis of Lothian.LordWalter, like' the deceased Marquis, is a> Catholic.

It will doubtless interest some of our readers (remarks,
the London Tablet) to learn that the new Prime Ministerof Denmark, Count Holstein-Ledreborg, is a Catholic.
He was born (writes a correspondent from Copenhagen)
in 1839, and after a distinguished career at the "University '
of Copenhagen, he went abroad in 1866. There he re-
mained till 1872, and during his sojourn abroad the. Countwas received into the Catholic Church. That this change
was not merely due to the influence of his Catholic,mother
is evident to anyone who reads the learned pamphlets
published by Count Holstein-Ledreborg in 1872 and thefollowing years when he entered .into controversy with
Provost Schepelern, and Bishops Martensen and Grundvig,
some of the greatest men whom the Danish LutheranEstablishment has numbered amongst her ministers. In-deed, the Count ever since his conversionhas shown himself

.to be a zealous Catholic. For many years he has been aRadical, though he"has taken no part in politics since
1890. The only Catholic member of the Danish Parliament
till recently was the late Jens Buck, a Socialist and a mostardent Catholic.

In a recent number of the World Sir John Ross of
Bladensburg is the

'
Celebrity at Home.' The writer

recalls the origin of the family surname, which owes its
rather baffling form to the exploits of Sir John's

grandfather, Major-General Robert Ross. This officer,
after gaining high distinction in the Peninsula War, was
chosen by Wellington for the leadership of one of the
expeditions sent out in 1814 to the United States. 'After
a short campaign of interrupted success, during which he
achieved the victory of Bladensburg and possessed himself
of the American capital, General Ross fell on September
12, 1814, while advancing to take the enemy'sv position
near Baltimore. His widow and descendants were accor-ded permission by the Prince Regent to commemorate the
General's services by adding the title of his victory to the
family name. At the same time an augumentation of
the family arms was made by the Crown granting the
emblazonment of a hand and arm (wearing the uniform
of a British General and wreathed in laurel), the hand
holding a "broken flag" of the United States.' - Sir
John would, one imagines, feel a little shy of taking
heraldic notepaper with him on a visit to the United
States. Sir John Ross of Bladensburg resides in Dublin,
where he is a prominent figure. [■

Writing some time before the election of Sir John
Knill as Lord Mayor of London for the coming year, the
London Sunday Observer had this to.say:

—
'Exceptional

interest attaches to the approaching election, for three
reasons. In the first place, the Alderman next in rota-
tion, Sir John Knill, will follow, after the lapse of some
years, his late father, Sir Stuart Knill, as Lord Mayor,
a most unusual occurrence. In the second place, Sir JohnKnill, if elected, will be, one of the very few Aldermen
*ho can claim to have been baronets at the time of elec-
tion. And, thirdly, the election will attract especial at-
tention for the reason that Sir Jdhn Knill is a staunch
Roman Catholic, and as such will not attend any Protes-
tant place of worship during the year. ~ The full force of
the militatitProtestant party was-brought to bear against
the late Sir Stuart Knill at the time of his election, his
opponents even going so far as to demand a poll, an
exceedingly rare occurrence in the city's history. Sir
Stuart Knill, however, was triumphantly returned, end
so brilliantly dischargedhis manifold duties that hequickly
overcame all prejudices, and retired amid'universal accla-
mation. It is probable that on

~Michaelmas Day a few
questions will be addressed to" Sir John Knill, but any
active opposition to his election is very unlikely.

cheers, the band playing 'God save Ireland.' On the way
back to Queenstown a reception was held in the cabin in
the tender, an address of welcome being delivered by Mr.
Joseph Devlin, M.P., and acknowledgedby the guests. At
Queenstown numerous addresses from representativebodies
were presented; and the journey to Dublin was signalised
by enthusiastic demonstrations at Cork, Blarney, Mallow,
Limerick Junction/ Thufles, Maryborough, and Portarling-
ton. At Dublin, the enthusiasm was indescribable, and at-
the United Irish League offices stirring speeches were de-
livered by the Lord( Mayor, Captain Condon, Mr. John
O'Callaghanj Mr. Joseph Devlin, M.P.,Mri Wm. Redmond,
M.P., and Mr. DavidSheehy, M.P. A reception in honor
of Captain O'Meagher Condon and Mr. John O'Callagh'an"
was held in the HibernianHall, Rutland square, Dublin,
on September 6. An address was. presented to them, and
very able speeches were delivered by the guests and by
Mr. Joseph Devlin, M.P. ■ #

Progressof LandPurchase
Over 212,000 tenantshave now agreed to purchase their

holdings (says the Freeman's Journal). Eighty-one thou-
sand are Ulster men, 55,000 Munster men, 51,000 Leinster
men, and 24,000 Connaught men. Though the majority
of the purchasers are to be found in Ulster, Leinster and
Munster take the lion's share of the money. £18,650,000
is applied for in Ulster, Leinster wants £24,672,000, Muns-
ter £23,500,000, while in Connaught less than £5,000,000
is required for the 24,471 holdings agreed to be sold.. The
price in Connaught is only a little over £200 a farm, a
price that indicates the uneconomic character of a large
number of the holdings. Last year was the biggest year
of the five since the Act began to operateeffectively. Over
20 millions worth of land was sold. The rush for the bonus
explains the figure. Agreements to the amount of ten
millions and a quarter were lodged in October alone. It
was also the

'biggest in another sense. Mr. Birrell is
charged with holding back the money. But the actual ad-
vances last year amounted to far more than in any previous
year, and totalled six millions and a half, or a million and
a half more than Mr. Wyndham's estimate of the annual
provision required.
An Army of Officials

Speaking atBirr nearly two years ago, Mr. JohnRed-
mond, M.P., contrasted the methods and cost of adminis-
tration in Ireland and other States. He said:

'
You have

Hn this country an army of useless and overpaid officials; it
is calculated that there are in Ireland"100,000 officials, and
a recent moderateestimate goes to show that these 100,000
officials receive about £3,000,000 a year in the.shape of pay,
pensions, and gratuities. That is to say, that of every £2
supposed to be spent on the government of Ireland, nearly
one-half is pocketed by an employee of the bureaucracy.
Now, by comparison with England and Scotland, this ex-
penditure is monstrous and incredible.' The estimate
referred to by Mr. Redmond (says the Irish Weekly) was
moderate indeed, and the

'army of \iseless and over-paid
officials

'
has been largely augmented since 1907. At least

£3,400,000 is now disbursed annually in
'pay, pensions,

and gratuities,' and other forms of reward for
'services,'

past and present, to the vast multitude of individuals who
constitute* the 'governing classes

'
in Ireland.

Irish PeopleinMany Lands
Thinking people should give some special thought to

Ireland, in many respects the most remarkable country on
earth (says the Leader of Richmond, U.S.A.). Nowhere in
history is there record of a territory so small and a people
so few giving the worldso much. No other nationhas its
blood so widely diffused among the strong peoples of the
earth, adding strength, energy, and dash to the best of
them. No other people has sent its blood to be shed on so
many battlefieldsand in so many causes, and so invariably
far to the front. It is one of the familiar but pathetic
Humors of history that the Irish,have done more for almost
every landonthe globe than-for Ireland; and there is much
truth in that famous and somewhat flattering sneer that
the Irish Tule all countries but Jreland. They have con-
tributed to every department of human endeavor. In this
Republic Irish names andIrish stock are everywhere active
in the doing of things, from the digging of ditches to the
leadership of armies and the creation and conduct of great' enterprises. A very large majority of the citizens of these
United States have more or less Irish blood in their veins,
and consequently sympathy with and affection for Ireland.
Aside from that, .all the people must recognise the debt they
owe to Irishmen for achievement in war, for brilliancy in

statesmanship, for poetry, literature, art, science, and com-
mercial and industrial triumphs. When we recall that the
island is about three-fourths the size of the State of Vir-
ginia, and at its most populousperiod neverhadmore than
eight millionpeople, wemust be astonishedat the influence
it has had in the world and at its rich contributions to the
roll of heroes and the greatness of mankind. ---
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Christmasis coming. If youhave a Christmas memento
for dispatch to some friend abroad, get us to send it. Our
system is safe and speedy. .Parcels packed in cases and
dispatched direct by steamer.— The N.Z. EXPRESS CO.,

,LTD. Office, Crawford street....* Catholic Marriages.' Th§-.book of the hour. Single
copies, Is posted;.12 copies and over, 8d each, purchaser

to pay carriage. Apply Manager,
'Tablet,' Dunedin.

WANTED KNOWN— That Bill-heads, Circulars, Cards,
Programmes, andGeneral Printing of every description are
executed at the Tablet Office. Moderate rates.


