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'THE NEED FOR AUTHORITY'

<fercsS^ HE semi-jubilee Conference of our separated
fWI

'
Ifva brethren of the Congregational Union of New

H~-J ]X) Zealand, which is now in session, is being
"*/L^ 'vw heldunder circumstances which are little eal-«4^s~£*jf culated to arouse enthusiasm or to call forth
"S^ha^UsC any ssPe(nal manifestation of rejoicing.
Iwi «!t^*§^ Doubtless if the whole quarter-century of its
\ Jilß§r r New Zealand history be taken into account,

§r^ the Congregational body has made at least
some sort of numerical progress; but, both in

the colonies and farther afield, there are of late years un-
mistakable signs that the Congregationalists

—
at. one time

one of the most zealous and active of the Reformed de-
nominations

—
have entered upon a period of stagnation,

if not of absolute retrogression and decline. As far as
New Zealand is concerned, though a general report-aaid
numerous district reports were -presented at the Confer-
ence, no figures were submitted to indicate any progress,
and the general report contained significant reference to
the 'drawbacks' encountered during the year. A year or
two ago authoritative figures, published by administer of
the Congregational Church, were quoted in our columns,
showing a very marked and serious falling away in the
membership of that body in the neighboring State of
Victoria. Within the last three months a Congregational
business-man in Sydney has written to the London

Thursday, Pebrnaiy,18,1909 NEW ZEALAND TABLE?
IN MEMORIAM

O'CONNELL.— In loving memory of Catherine O'Connell,
who died at her residence, Seacliff, February 16, 1900.
R.I.P.—

Insertedby her loving husband and family.

INFORMATION WANTED

Information Wanted- of the Whereabouts of THOMAS
MURPHY, son of James Murphy, of Kilmacoo, Avoca,
County Wicklow, Ireland. Last heard of in Dunedin.

—
Apply to Tablet Office..

EDITOR'S NOTICES.
Send news WHILE IT IS FRESH. Stalereportswillnotbe

inserted.
Communications should reach this Office BY TUESDAY

MORNINQ. Only the briefest paragraphs have a chance
of insertionif receivedby Tuesday nights mails.

ADDRESS matter intendedfor publication 'Editor,Tablet,
Dunedm,' and notby name toany member of theStaff.

ANO NYiViOL'SCOMMUNICATIONS are throvn into the
■wastepaper basket.

Write legibly, ESPECIALLY NAMESof persons and places
Reports of MARRIAGES and DEATHS are not s-lected or

compiled at this Office. To secure insertion they must be
vi rifled by our local aeent or corr*spondent, or by the
clergyman of the district, or by some subscriber whose
handwriting is wellknown atthisOffice. Suchreportsmust
in every case be accompanied by the customary d ath or
marriage announcement, for which a charge of 2s. 6d is
made.
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■inHM nRIIAR BpßadandßlßOUlt Baker, . AH goods guaranteedof theDest qualityand soldat the lowest possiblepricesUUnil UULLnnpAlt|H/nnnlcandCnnfentlnnftP WEDDING and BERTHDAT OAKESmade to order.
*. *..„..,. n

*nrMB"7- wwwwwiwwr Gcllart CelebratedDigestive Breadpreparedfrompure wfaeatmeal,and admittedtobetin(Established I860) Comer Alj!*nj;*LelthSt«J b«st yetproduced. Patent Self-RaiaingFlourprepared,and alway«onh*n4v '
DUNEDIN, i.U OrdeMpunotUEllyattendedtoand deUveredln townMd&Bbmi>

NAZARETH HOUSE, CHRISTCHURCH
HOME FOR AGED POOR AND ORPHAN AND

INCURABLE CHILDREN.

This Institutionis aBranch of the well-knownNazarethHouse, Hammersmith,London, whichhas 29 Branch Houses
in the United Kingdom, Africa, and Australia; affords a
permanent home to aged and infirm poor of both sexes,
also to Orphan and IncurableGirls (those entirely idiotic or
suffering from fits excepted). The Home has no funds, and
depends entirely for the support of the poor on the alms
collected daily by the Sisters in money, food, and clothes.
The aged poor are received without distinction as to creed
or country, andleft perfectly free to attendtheir ownplace
of worship. A number of applicationshad to be refused for
want of space, and the Sisters were obliged to build, and
thus incur a very heavy debt; but they rely entirely upon
Divine providence and the generosity of their many kind
benefactors (which hasnever yet failedthem) to enablethem
to pay off this debt. The House may be visited daily be-
tween the hours of 2 and 4 p.m. Cheques and p.o. orders
may be madepayable to the Superior, Mother M. Felix.

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC TRUTH SOCIETY-

FOR the Dissemination of Catholic Truth and the Defence of
Holy Church, 64 penny Pamphlets on most Interesting and

Instructive Subjects have already been issued.
An Australian Catholic Prayer Book has been compiled, and

can now be procured: Inboards, 3d; leather, is 3d; leather with
Epistles and Gospels of Sundays and Koasts, is 6d;and beauti-
fully bound Morocco, 3s 6d.

Subscription, 5s per annum, entitling lo all the Penny Publi-
cations issued during the year.

Life Members, £3 -$s. ♥' *
REV. J. NORRIS,

Secretary,
312 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne.

THE PROVINCIAL ECCLESIASTICAL SEMINARY
OF NEW ZEALAND,

ITOLY CROSS COLLEGE, MOSGIEL.

IN conformity with arrangements made at the First Provincial
Synod, held in Wellington in 1899, this Seminary has been

established for the Education of Students from all parts of New
Zealand who aspire to the Ecclesiastical State.

Students twelve years of age and upwards will be admitted.
Candidates for admission are required to present satisfactory

testimonials from the parochial clergy, and from the superiors ofschools or colleges where they may have studied.
The Pension is £$$ a year, payable half-yearly in advance.It provides for Board and Lodging, Tuition, School Books,Furniture, Bedding and House Linen.
The Extra Charges are:Washing, £\ 10s a year, and Medi-

cine and Medical Attendance if required.
Students will provide their own wearing apparel, includingthe Soutane, as well as Surplice for assistance in Choir.
The Annual Vacation ends on Tuesday, February 16.
The Seminary is under the patronage and direction of theArchbishop and Bishops of New Zealand, and under the immediatepersonal supervision of the Right Rev. Bishop of Dunedin.
Donations towards the establishment of Bursaries for theFreeEducation of Ecclesiastical Students will be thankfully received.
The course of studies is arranged to enable students whoenter the College to prepare for Matriculation and the variousExaminations for Degrees at the University.
For further particulars apply to

THE RECTOR,
Holy Cross College, Mosgiel.

J^EW ZEALAND RAILWAYS
DUNEDIN AUTUMN RACES,

FEBRUARY 24, 25, and 27.

HOLIDAY EXCURSION.TICKETS TO DUNEDINwill be issued from ANY STATION on the Hurunui-BluffSection (including Queenstown) from 22nd to 26th Feb-ruary inclusive, also from OAMARU, CLINTON, aridIntermediate Stations, including Branches, by Trains ar-riving at Dunedin before 2.0 p.m. on 27th February
available for return till MONDAY, Bth March.

' '
The Return Fares willbe: First Class, 2d per mile;Second Class, Id per mile; the minimum being 4s and 2srespectively.

BY ORDER.

MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
Pergant DirectoresetScriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apos-

tolica Benedictione confortati, Religionis et Justitice causant
promovereper vias Veritatiset Pacts,

Die4 Aprilis, igoo. LEO XIII., P.M.
TRANSLATION.

—
Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the

Directors and Writers of theNew ZealandTablet continue tc
promote the causeofReligionandJustice by the waysof Truth
and Peace.

April4, iqoo. LEO XIII., Pope.


