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A new Catholic Church was opened’ yesterday-at Avondale.
The church has seating accommodation for nearly 500Apeop]e. and
its interior appearance is very attractive.
are lined with steel, painted in white and blue, with light blue
and gold facings. The sanctuary is in the form of an arched
recess, and, though more lavishly furnished, is in keeping with
the general decorations. The altar is of white marble, aod
standing out in bold relief in the background is a statue of
almost heroic size of the Blessed Virgin, under whose plaronage
the church was blessed and opened. The sacristics are situated
at the“rear of the sanctuary, with entrances at either side of
the altar. The church is built of wood, and.cost about £300,
It is situated close to the main thoreughfare on a large section
© which is free of debt. The builder was Mr. Reardon.

ing in the presence of a large number of people, -including many
visitors from-the city, who drove out. The Hibernian Society
and the St. Benedict’s Old Boys’ Club were represented by the
officers and members. Prior to ihe ceremony the Right Rew.
Mgr. O'Reilly addressed the congregation. He congratulated
the people and their pastor, the Very*Rev. Dean Gillan, V.G.,
on the completion of the church, and hoped that it would bring
magy blessings to the district.  Auckland, he said, was expand-
ing in all direclions, and he trusted that in the not very distant
future Avondale would partake more liberally in the general
prosperity. Al present there were few Catholics in the district,
and it spolke much for their piety and enterprise in carrying out
such an ambitious undertaking as the church in which they
were that day assesmbled.  Mass would be celebrated there
regularly, and while the population at present was small, he
hoped that tefore long they would have a resident priest sta-
tioned there. The church was to be called the Church of the
Tmmaculate Conception, and this recalled the fact that it was
nearly fifty years ago since he assisted in the dedication of a
churclhh of that name on the site where the Bishop's palace now
stands.  That district was now thickly populated and pros-
perous, and that Avondale would be.in the same prosperous con-
dition fifty years hence was his earnest prayer.

Monsignor O'Reilly then blessed the church and dedicated
it to the honor and glory of God under the invocation of Mary
of the Immaculate Conception. “He then celebrated Mass. The
members of the St. Benedict’s choir and altar boys rendered the
appropriate music, Miss Reardon presiding at the organ.

The Vay Rev. Dean Gillan, V.G., announced at the con-
clusion of Mass thiat the collections amounted to over 431, and
this, with money slready in hand, brought the totat up to about
#:00.  He thanked the peopic most heartily for their generosity,
and also cxpressed the pleasure it gave both the people and him-
self to have the Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly perform the opening
ceremony.  They would ail be pleased to learn that the Mon-
signore was now almost completely restored to health, and that
he would resume charge of his parish at Thames in the course
of a'few days.  The Dean went on to refer to the difficulties that
beset him at the outset.  Harassed by a heavy debt at St.” Bene-
dict’s, he’ was not inclined to incur further liabilities.  However,
the erection of a church at Avondale was a worle of pressing
necessity ; and after carefully going into the question of ways
and means he found that he was able to procure a considerable
portion of the mhaterial at greatly reduced rates. This decided
him to Fo on with the building of the church, and he trusted

now that a good start had been made, the Catholics of the dis..™

trict would do their utmost té liquidate the debt. There was
another large attendance at the church for the evening service,
Very Rev, Dean Gillan officiated at Vespers. This was fol-
lowed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, at which Very
Rev, Monsignor O'Reilly was celebrant. St. Benedict’s choir,
‘under the conductorship of Mr. S. Jackson, assisted at the ser-
vice:  Mrs. Jackson acted as organist. The subscriptions re-
ceived during the afternoon brought the total amount up. to
475 " Mass was celebrated at the church this morning by Very
‘Rev. Dean Gillan. For the future Mass wili be celebrated there
regularly, possibly once every two or-three weeks, more frequent

services at present being impracticable, as the district is served
from St. Benedict’s. : .

Visitors to Invercargill will find .Brst

-class 'accox_nmodation
at -the Cily Private Hotel, Dee strect, of which Mr. J. W.
Deegan is proprietor.

walk of the railway station and the post office...,

An inferior and badly-made . article of wearing apparel is
dear at any price,:but when you can buy a good article, mads
to fit and of the best material, then you can rest content that you

are getting good value for your money. Zealandia shirts have
these recommendations, and therefore give complete satisfaction. ...

The walls and' ceiling.

The -
opening and dedication of the church took place yesterday morn- -

This hotel is situated within two minutes' .

»

‘Golleges, Convents, and Catholic Schaols throughout Australia.
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INNISFAIL!  INNISFAIL!

- INNISFAIL! ~

An interésting Prize Book. I trust your meritorious labor
may be attended with complete success.

CARDINAL MORAN.

It contains a large amount of useful, instructive, and inter-
esting matter, an elevating moral tone, some genuinely thrilling
chapters, and a high standard of literary merit throughout. -
will recommend it as a fine type of Prize Book for our schools,
primary and select, throughout the diocese. ‘ Innisfail * is
a really good book, and has come to stay.

JOHN GALLAGHER, =
Bishop of Goulburn?

Your sketches are very graphic and lifelike, and I could,_bfess
you for the kind old Irish way in which you speak of the old

land and people.
f

CANON SHEEHAN,
Author of ‘ My New Curate,’ etc.”

1 am highly pleased with your boolk. Apart from my per-
sonal knowledge of some of the actors, especially the chief, there
are touches of descriptive power on ordinary houschold affairs
which do you infinite credit. -

PATRICK PHELAN, V.G.,
5t, Patrick’s, Melbourne,

The book has genuine, eloquent, and dramatic power, and
a force which makes the merves occasionally tingle.

DUBLIN FREEMAN'S JOURNAL. ‘

Father Hickey writes in an unconventional, virile style, and
his book bears the impress of a strong and distinct individuality.

THE AUSTRAI LIGHT.

The pictures of priests and people are drawn from iife, .and
it is cheering and edifying to be introduced to the company of
worthies by so genial a guide as the Reverend Author.

- IRISH INDEPENDENT.

The chdracters are faithfully drawn, and are not unworthy
to be placed beside some of the portraits of Irish clerics in Canon
Shechan's inimitable gallery. )

THE SOUTHERN CROSS.

The conversations are teeming with interest. . . There -is
not a part of ' Innisfail * but will interest any remter who can”
appreciate such natural sensations as one finds in *My New
Curate,” conveyed with the quiet force begotten of a lingering
love of places and persons which time and distance seem only to
have strengthened.

SYDNEY FREEMAN'S JOURNAL.,

-

An admirable tale! L N
M. J. MURPHY, D.D., V.G,
Maryborough, Iretand.

Price, 45 per copy, post iree; 35 6d post free to Catholie

FATHER HICKEY, Corowa, New South Wales.

Ordérs may also be sent to the Tablet Office.

ROSSBOTHAM’S COMMERCIAL COLLEGE.

) Established 1892,

Principal: T. J. Rossbotham, 1.P.S. (honors), the only teacher
- holding the LP.S. teacher's certificate in Otago.
~——yg DOWLING STREET, DUNEDIN.—

Telephone %36. :
We “Teach Shorthand, Typing, Book-kecping, Accountancy, Etc,
Individual Tuition. Term commences at any time, .
The most successful Commercial College in Dunedin, our,

pupils obtaining the highest position as shorthand and typists in
all the leading offices in Dunedin. . )

e



