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be the dead, one. And the welcome flow -of shekels that
comes from over-sea year by year for his fur and skin andcorpus redeems him from the charge of being a wholly unmixed
evil.

'
There are,' said Brer Rabbit's new knight-errant in theSydney Morning Herald, 'millions of acres in the pastoral dis-tricts of Australia that have never seen a farm tool or plough

and furthermore yast areas have been trampled down by genera-
tions of sheep and cattle. Has it ever occurred to the grazier
that the rabbit, by-burrowing and scarifying the soil is actuallyincreasing the productiveness of the land. . . When the
squatter has eradicated the rabbit how is the rabbit's usefulwork going to be done? If he is to reap the present produc-
tiveness of his soil he will have to spend more money in plough-ing than it costs him at present to keep the rabbit under.' Whichled the Sydney Freeman to remark :'Well, at first the squatterwould feel a bit lonely;but after a while even the terrors of theplough might be softened by the reflection that, though his friendthe rabbit might be an excellent servant, he demanded a highrate of wages when he claimed the whole of the produce of theland. Ilinc ilia lacrymce.'

In Uncle Remus's old plantation legends, the king of animal
cunning is not Brer Fox, but Brer Rabbit. Some years agoa deputation from the Pasteur Institute in Paris came to Aus-tralia to shake salt on the latter 's tail. They failed. Last
j'-ar Dr. Danysz and his virus for the extermination of the rabbitin Australia also

'
went 'under.' Thus far, Brer Rabbit hasscored in every round chiefly by his voluminous fecundity—

"gainst dog and gun, against great organised
'drives,' againstthe trapper, against poisoned dainties and deadly gas andagainst the virus of the bacteriologist. Brer Man may, how-eve,-, yet find among his growing microscopic menagerie amicrobe with a more potent virus than that of Dr Danysz toh-t loose in the big warrens of Australia and New Zealand.And UuMi Brer Rabbit must look once more to his armor

importance, are reported in ,one shape or other in several of
our contemporaries. There is a wide range of

'
free-trade'in

news-paragraphs which is universally accepted both by the secular
and the religious press of every country, and of which our Sydney

"contemporary makes a free and judicious and unacknow-
ledged use. And (g)

"
we sometimes credit vaguely to'

Exchange,' and sometimes do not credit, articles and para-graphs which are
'
going (he rounds of the press,' and of whichit is difficult or impossible for us to ascertain the original

"spurce. All this gives, according to the custom of secular andCatholic newspapers in these countries, a fairly high average
of journalistic courtesy. Our valued friend, the Sydney .Free-man,may possibly have a higher standard of journalistic chivalry.If so, it has (as we may also have) its moments of suspended
attention. Quandoque bonus dormitat Homcrus— even good oldHomer was sometimes caught nid-nid-nodding;and it was, nodoubt, in moments of pardonable somnolency that our able Sydney
contemporary from time to time momentarily forgot its (hypo-thetically) higher code of courtesy and failed to acknowledge thesource of many paragraphs of New Zealand Catholic intelligence
special ta the Tablet— to which paragraphs, by the way, it iscordially welcome, whether with or without such acknowledg-
ment. And, no doubt, it was in similar circumstances that ifsome time ago failed to credit this journal with a 'CurrentTopic,' which it printed in its entirety, and which involved onour part, some research in the by-ways of history and literature.We attached, and attach, no importance whatever to the incident
—content that our respected Sydney fellow-worker in a goodcause paid us the compliment of knowing a good thiig when itsaw it, and satisfied that its omission to give us credit wasdue to one of those lapses of attention to which even the mostscrupulously careful of our hard-wrought-sometimes over-wrought—Catholic confreres are at times liable. Why we haveeven smilingly caught a very Homer among Catholicjournals— a miracle of scrupulosity in this direction— nodding sodeeply once upon a time that it published as i(S own editorialparagraph a

'
bit o' writin'

'
that was done by us a year ortWO.Defore-

The "»» cannot be always bent, and constanttension produces, even in Bessemer steel, the crystallisation thatportends early fracture.

We are honored by ow Catholic comemporarit-s almost a,much by the quotation of editorialmatter that is unacknowledgedas by that which is acknowledged-and,by both varieties, prob-ably beyond our merits. But it has never once entered into theante-chamber of our brain to complain of those which fail tocomplete the compliment of quotation of editorial articles" by thecrowning compliment of acknowledgment. Of course we arepleased where credit is given to us, and we recognise the factthat such credit is fairly due. But no real harm is done-to us-by the failure of this or that contemporary to give such credit "
and we exerc.se our right of ever putting the best possible con-struct.on upon such omissions. Life is too short, and the workot Catholic journalism too serious, to pause in our great cam-paign, and waste, in quarrels over.trifles with confr6res andcompanions-.n-arms, the energy every ounce of which is neededto carry the standard of our holy Faith along some fresh rowe-or rampart of error or prejudice or ignorance or vice.

Another Messiah
London's spinal column has been quivering on and offduring the past four years with shocks of sensation producedby reflations regarding the doings of a new sham 'Messiah'and his chosen followers in a place in Somerset called

'
The"Abode of Love.' The latest claimant is the head of a newEpicurean sect on whom the ordinary laws of morality seem tos.t very ,lghtly., lghtly. He (we are told) 'asserts his divine originand is openly worshipped by some of his followers.' A greatfrenchman once advised a conceited friend of his, who wasthinking of^ starting a new religion, to try the effect of beingSTtwc1;/rs again on the third day- But in this dawn «>'the twenteth century no such inconvenient tests are neededloujours !<nu« CC-claims of sweeping audacity made the Eddyvoman In a few years a milUonaire , J11. on the same dizzy financial position. The more phlegmaticand pract.cal English people are not so readily drawn by themagnet.sm of preposterous religious claims. Yet, a century ago«x thousand four hundred of them paid twelve shillings Toa guinea each to that strange specimen of the religious visionary
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Brer Rabbit
From advance sheets of the New Zealand Official Year-Bookwe learn that the Dominion's output of frozen rabbit has fallenoff grea ly s.nce 1900-the drop in export values representing?e,l? Iy«

C f° rtUne- The CXport Of other f'"e» 1-oductsexcept beef) went upward at the rate of nearly 250 per cent,b ween xooo and ,005. -" But the rabbit has Lien off as anasset. In 1900, New Zealand exported 6,040,047 of the bur-wer'eCed"l^,3l 1̂44'6165 ta «bWt.*ere expo,ted, and they yielded a return of onlytht fli Z^' UliS ha"dful Of comfort in the official figures:
s also tTh ,"^" ° f a "ati° rtal asset than before> heis also probably less of a national pest.
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