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St. Vincent De Paul -Society, Dunedin.

>

The annual meeting of the ladies’ branch of the St. Vincent.
de Paul Society, Dunedin, was held in St/ Joseph'’s Hall on
Moanday evening. - The Rev. Father Cofiey, Adm., presidec},‘ f;\nd
there was a good attendance.

The following rept;rt and balance sheet werc presented to the |

meeting i~

In presenting the twenty-third annual report,
‘mittee says it considered it a first and paramount-duty to return
its sincere thihnks to all who have in any way, whether at the
annual appeal or during the year, supplied the necessary funds
and goods that have enabled it to do so much necessary worl.

During the year the work of St. Vincent de Paul has not
been allowed to relax; everything possible has been done to
.alleviate the wanis of poor people and render their condition

:more endurable whenever brought under the committee's notice, .

‘Our charity (say the committee) is not confined to the Catholic
poor alone. AH, irrespective, of creed, veceive who, by misfortune

srequire the socicty’s help.  Its thanks. are specially due to his

Lordship the Bishop, the clergy, the nuns of the Good Shepherd,
*Sisters of Mercy (South Dunedin), Messrs. Callan and Gallaway,
Dr. O'Neill, Dr. Hastings, Mr. Cummings (of the Patients and
Prisoners” Aid Society), Mrs. Ansell (secretary of the Society
for the Protection” of Women and Children), Adjutant Duff,
U.8.8. Company, Huddart-Parker Company, police authorities,
aand subscribing members.

General Summary.—Forly mieetings were held; 1o children
sent to 5t. Mary's (Nelson), seven girls to St. Vincent de Paul
{(South Dunedin), eight women io Mount Magdala, one girl to
friends in Auckland, one girl to friends on the West Coast, five
infants were sent to the Karitane Home. The society has had
a1 children baptised. Sixty grocery orders were given out and
61 coal orders. A great quantity of made-up clothing has been
distributed, 15 pairs of new boots, 113 yards flannelette, 30 yards
flannel, 82 yards dress material, 6 pairs blankets, etc.

The society has 1zo honorary ‘membets and nife active
members, -

BataNcE SHEET.

To Balance in Expenditure.

banlk, July, 1907 £28 4 7 |By Groceries we L1737 ©
+» Donations we 2717 o |, Coal ... ... 23 10 4
s+ Interest © 5 5 |, Drapery 35 9 10
. Poor box g 12 o |, Boots. we ;512 6
_ v+ Subscriptions... 3415 9o |, Telephone e 5 0o o
»» Haoeremai Com- » Railway fares ... 2 3 4
mittee - 5 § o, USS Ca and,
v Church  collec- Huddart-Parker’ 12 13 6
tion ... ... 5813 0 |, Ofierings, Mt.
' Magdala, etc. 611 a
»» Urgent board ...~ § 11 ¢
»» Sundries — Cab
hire, ete, | 114 O
s Furniture « 3 7 0
» Balance in hand 41 11 6
£16g 12 9 | - £164 12 9

"Rev. Father Coffey, in moving the adoption of the report
sand balance sheet, said the society. had now been in existence
Tor a considerable number. of years, during which time it had
done a great deal of good work in a quiet and unostentatious

'manner—in fact there were many ‘in Dunedin who did notlcnow -

-of its existence. For years it was composed entirely of ladics
vof the congregation, but for the last couple of years they had
sfarted a men's society in-connection with the work. As a
imatter of hisforic fact, the society was originally composed -f
'men, and that was the case in several places at the present time.
The work of the society was not confined to assisting any one
Henoniination ; it was purely a charitable institution, carried on
entirely by the laity. The work of the society in Dynedin had
been practicaily left to the women, whao, it was recognised, could.
do it much better than the men. They did good work among
the children whom théy took from bad surroundings and placad
in homes where they were weli looked after and properly brought
ap.
in whose homes poverty reigned. ° Another beanch of the so-
~clety’s worle was ‘amongst fallen girls, who were taken away
from their evil surroundings and placed in homes where they
“would be well looked after,” and givedl a chance to redeem them-
:selves.  The work of the society iwas as extensive as charity

the com- °

Then thefé Was the work among -the fathers and mothers, .

itself, and he had nothing but-praise for.those who .were engaged
in it. The president {Mrs. Jackson) had a very difficult taslk,
and it required 2 woman of great patience.and a very tender
heart to fill the position, He read some time age the report of
the work done by the soclety in Australia last year, and from .
this report he learned that it distributed a sum of A10;000 ‘in
charity in twelve months. In Sydney the society supports a
home where 120 fallen boys are maintained without any -State
assistance, Some years ago the Government coptributed 300
a year to the institution, but ‘that had been withdrawn,.and so
the society has now to depend on its own resources to carry on
‘the work. This is only one of the many works carried on in
Sydney by the St. Vincent de Paul Society. They had received
every assistance from the other- charitable organisations in Dune
edin, and he was only too pleased to return their most sincere
thanks to the members of these various organisations for ‘their
kind help and agsistance.  He wished to refer in an especial
manner to the assistance rendered by the police, who had: al-
ways shown their appreciation of the society's work., In_con-
clusion he said that a great deal of charitable work was done in
"Dunedin in a quiét way about-which-the public knew but little.

Dr. Hastings, seconding the motion, said that the fact <that
the worle was done quictly and without parade reflected ‘increased
credit on the society. -

The report and balance sheet were then adopted.

The election of officers for the current year resulted as fol-
lows :—President, Mrs. Jackson (re-elected); vice-president, Mrs.
Mowat (re-elected); secretary and treasurer, Miss Purton {re-
elected) ; wardrobe keeper, Mrs. Swanson (re-eiected).‘

- ! The publication of, ah advertisement in a Catholic' paper
shows that the advertiser not only desires the patronage of
Catholics, but pays them the compliment of seeking it through

the medium of their own’ religious journal.' So says an es-

teemed "and wide-awake American contemporary, ‘A word to_
the wise Is sufficient.... -
‘ Catholic Marriages . The book of the hour.

Single copies, 1s posted ; 13 copies ord aver, 8d each,
purchaser to pay carriage. Apply, Manager, ¢ Tablet ',
Dunedin, .

RDSSBOTHAM'% Ggil\gl\‘{llEBRGIAL COLLEGE.
Principal : T, J. Robott:::!, ;.I?,S_. (gi‘nom)-tha 01‘1& teacher
holding she LP.8. teacher’s certifigate in Otago,

" 44 DOWLING STREET, DUNEDIN,
- Telephone 736, ..
We Teach Shorthand, Typing, Book-keeping, Accountaney, Eta,
Individoal Tuition, Term commences bt any time.

Th= most sucoessfnl Commercial College in Dunedin, otr
papils obtaining-the. highest positions as shorthand aund tyfiats in
all the leading officea in Dunedin, -

SMITH AND SMITH Ltd.

OIL and GOLOR MERCHANTS -
WALLPAPER WAREHOUSEMEN.

Designers and Makers 6f Stained Glass Windows——
Ecclesiastical and Doniestic—also Leaded Lighta,
For up-to-date suggestions.in all Glass
‘Decorationa we are unequelled in the
Dominion.

(ainers of the Coveted Gold Medal against all

European competitors at the vecent ~Inter- -

national Exhibition at” Christchurch.-

Agents for ‘‘ Toronto. Reofing Company's * Metallic Steel
Ceiling and Walis—a -Beautiful Interior Finish that suits every
class of building—Fireproof, Sanitary, Washible, and Wonderfully
Durable, Plans, Catalogues, and full particulars firnished on
-application. - - - . y

Importers of Artists' Materials, Brushes, Plagues, and all
requisites suitable for Convent Schools. :

Bevelled Mirrors {framed. or unframed) a specialty.

OCTAGON, DUNEDIN

) AND AT - :
WELLINGTON AND CHRISTCHURCH.



