12 : NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Thureday, May 7, 1908

editors admit that the whole get-up of the paper is
admirable, and tt 18 ‘¢ven said that one of the actual
editors was asked by-the * Matin 7 to join its staff.’

The Cure of Vaucheves s a mender of' watches,
clocks, and ploughs. His workmanship is declared to be
far ahove that of the .local experts.

The old Cure of Romainvilliers, whe is over seventy
years of age, makes a prosperous living from the cuiti-
vabion of his orchard, which contains several bee-hivés.
Last year’s income from hoth exceeded what the vendr-
able priest would have received under normal civic con-
ditions. -

The Abbe Gaboury, parish priest of DMauvages, has
chosen the blacksmith trade as 2 means of making a

living, Ploughing at a hired man’s wage, by the day or

-

the week, fs enabling Father Metais, [of Saifife Soline,
to furnish his Iarder- and help the needy poor. Vine-
growing is keeping Father Lecomte out of poverty ; the
Abhe Clavel is locked upon as a master watchmaker ;
-the Abbe Cartean is an engraver of metit; o Father
Conturand is an artist of publicly-admitted ialent. An-
other is a designer of postecards, another is an altar-
builder, others have turned their minds to invention,
awd have donme well in their endeavors to bring the
fruits of their ingenuity before the public, ‘the anti-
Catholic portion of humanity not beifig atjll  above
appreciating a good thing when it 1s shown to them,
even by a priesi.

On the whole the priests of France are unlikely to
fare very badly from a merely material point of con-
sideration. Many there are who are either physically
incapacitated, or, owing to previous antecedenis, unfitted
and inept in manual labor. ‘These very soon drift into
literary work, and, %t is of interest 1o note, much of
thetr Iiterary work is finding ifs. way to the Fremch
press of the United States and Canada.

A Tribute to the Catholic Church

v

Rev. Thomas Barney Thompson, speaking tecently
in the Plymouth Congregational Chureh, Chicago, re-
ferred to the Catholic Church as ‘the most splendid
institution the world has ever seen.’ ' (Governments,’
he continued, in a tribute to the Church, ‘have arisen
and gone toj the grave of the nations since her ad-
vent, Peoples of every tongue have worshipped at her
altars.

*The Catholic Church has stood solid for law
and opder. When she speaks legislators, statesmen,
politiciams, and governments stop to listen, often to
ohey.

“In the realm of worship her ministry has been of
the highest. In employing heads, statues, pictutes, amd
music she has made a wise and intellipent use of sym-
bolism. Her use of the best in music and painting has
been the greatest single inspiration to those arts, and
her cathedrals are the shrines of all pilgrims.

“The love aml veneration of the Virgin Mary
plays an imvortant part in the ritual of the Church.
I find no dificulty 'n appreciating the attitude of the
Catholic worshipper toward the Mother of Jesus. Jesus
is the love éf God made manilest. But Christ Him-
sell has often been made so austere and so unapproach-
able that a mediator Letween IHim and man has be-

come an insistent necessity. * What 1s more natural
than - to worship Him through the gracious influence of”

the Mother 7 &

‘rAside from this, ome capnot help but feel 1that
the enthronement of the Virgin Mary has softened the
heart of the world toward womanhood ; that it has
done much fo give woman iLhe ~place of honor she
occupies to-day ; that it has put the whole Catholic
~@hurch pehind the sanctity of the home. In the respect
given to Mary the Roman Church has pahd the world's
finest and most delicate compliment to the grace,
sweetness, and beauty of motherhood,

'Nor do I discover any difficulty in understapding
the basis of the confessional. The confessional . ap-
pears bverywhere in life. The erring child confesses to
4ts mother ; the patient conlesses to his physician
the accused confesses to his lawyer; the penitent con.
fesses to his priest. It is most natural for the peni-
tent, burdened, doubting soul, to confide™¥h his spiritual
feader. - .

* Protestantism has wasted much of its force in a
Aforced rewivalism, which would have bheen unnecessary
had we paid wise attemtion i
We may rail against the parochial school system as
being  un-American. But the Roman Church existed
centuries before there was a United Stales, and for
-many of these centuries she was the greab agency of
enlightenment, education, and culture. ‘The . parcchial

school is the most seriousgnd snecessfu} attempt to -

to religious education. -

hold people for the religious- life, :

‘ OQur country has a magnificent system of public
schools. She will teach the children history, science,
art, langunages; but they will not let.the world’'s
greatest literature be taught under their - guidance, nor
will they help to develop the noblest capacity of the
bu®an soul, the capacity for God. 'This $ask is as-

“signed to the Church. ~So be it, and let the Church

ghot?sg_ that method which in her wisdom seems the
est.

Y And so we stand in the presence of her history,
her meajestic worship, her . umiversal ministry, and we
confess that (od must-have moved mightily in all
this,  We. think of her Loyolas, hér Xaviers, her Femne-
lons, and her Marqueéttes; we look at her hospitals, -
orphanages, schools, colleges, monasteries, missions, and
we see a Churchr ministerng to the body, mind, and
soul of humanity. Her weakness is the common-lot lof
every human organisation ; her strebgth is of G%d.’

Lecture by Dean Burke

v

St. Joseph's Hall, Dunedin, was crowded qn Friday
evening, when the inaugural lecture of the season, under
the auspices of St. Joseph's Mer's Club was delivered
by the Very Rev. Dean Burke, of Invercargill. The Rewv,
Father Coffey, Adm., presideds The Very -Rev. Dean,
who returned a few weeks ago from a twelve months'
trip to Europe, took for his subject an account.of the
homewanrd voyage from Sydney as far as Colombo (Cey-
lon). In his introductory remarks he said it was al- -
most impossible for a priest in the mission te give the
time necessary to the preparation of a lecture owing to
the many calls upon his time, some of which were alig-
gether outside his duties. ¥aving referred in a humor-
ous manper to the class of callers who disturbed his
literary worl, the Dean then proceeded toi deal with the
events of the voyage amd the places calied at. Of
S_ydzzey and Melbourne nhittle need he said, as many- of
his hearers had visited those important commereial cep-
tres. He had not seen Adelaide for a period of twenty-
six years, and during that time a gregt expansion had
taken place. He was greatly pleased with the South
Australian capital, which is a very fine city, beauthiully
situated. The wvisitor cannot help being struck with the
fine shops and their splendid display of goods, the dis-
play of Iruit of all kinds, especially grapes, heing most
temipting, The pgavdens, with their ‘semi-tropical vege-
tation, were greatly admired. After leaving Adelaide,
they encountered the customary rough weather “in the
Australian Bight, with the result that most of the
passengers and even some of ihe stewards felt so un-
happy that they made the usual resolutions to stay on
dry land, afler that experience, for the remainder of
their Mves. The next port of eall -was Fremantle, which
is not an attractive place. A visit was made to Perth,
which was them suffering from dulness ol trage. Some
of the residents were of opimion that the State had
seen ils best days. Now that most of the gold was
taken out there was little else to fall back upon. They
were reminded thiat ihey had a glorious climate, but
the pessimisfs replied that something more subsbamtial
than sunshine was necessary for the bringing up of ‘a
family. Here the people seemed tp refieot their beau-
tiful climate in their couriecusness and cordiality, their
mapners being iy direct conlrast {o those of the people
of less favored climes. From Fremantle fo olnbo
the sea was beautifully smooth, and consequently all
on board settied down to the usual methods of passing
time on shiphoard. The Very Rev. Dearn here gave a
graphie and humorous description of some of the passen~
gors,their peculiarities and idiosyneracies, ‘There is no
place like shipboard for ihe study ol mankind. Among:
the ppassengers were some South Australians who were
taking their customary holiday trip to Ceylon. He sug-
gested New Zealand as a more enjoyable place, and
painted 4in glowing colors the many attractions. of the
Dominiom. On the ninlth -day out from Fremantle
Adam’s ~ Peak, a historic mountain in Ceylon (nearly
8000 feet high) was sighted. This mountain is held in
the highest venetation hy the Buddhists o! the island,
who make pilgrimages ihere, and point out g cleft .in
the peak as the footprint of Buddha. On approaching
She coast the passengers were enabled to pet a view of
the tropical vegetation for “which the island is cele-
brated, They could see the stately and useful coccamut
palm, the talipot palm, the bread fruit free, and many
other kinds sttange to the eyes of tlie travellers. In

" the jungle are to be found wild elephants, cheefiahs,

jackals, bears, and poisonous snakes ahound everywhere,
whilst the rivers are infested with allizgators. Ceylonis
a 'most interesting country, its inhabitants belngr made
up of many nabionalities—Veddahs, Cingalese, Tamils,



