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' But it is my property,’ cried Mary,
‘¢ Pogh * YouY' think ' it s, . The  people
i and Teig doesp’'t think $0. You
property. came to the Latimers by
The O'Domnelll’s lost it originaliy by & game
cards. Teir would put a debt of homor belore any
olher debt, peing Teig. Bub {hey say that Walter Burke
~whosé @aughter married iugh Latimer—cheated at the
carlls. It is even said that he wanted 10 make resti-
tution on his degth-bed. Peasants’ stories. I don't at-
tach any importance to them ; but $he ‘People do, and
Teig does, and Cecilia and Madam logk on them as
gospel truth. So Teig poaches your game and ‘salmon‘;
and the whole countrymde follgws. his excellent ex-
ample.” |
‘I am going to stop it,’ said Mary, setting her
teeth. N .
¢ Befiter be like Charlie Latimer, and let
counselled her friepd. ° Youll only make the
toe hot to hold you.’
‘ We'll see. Why - doesn't Sir
somethitg to earn ay honest living
N in-g 7 - q
" * Faith, my dear, the poor chap never #ot _ a chance.
His mother can't bear him out of her sight.  She
hasn’t been well #his many a year. He's had no educa-
tion except? what he scraped up from Madam's
&h.a.plavinl,]I Ezil.]gher Roche. He's ful] of i
glven whey; could to Teig. Ceeilia stays wi
Mother, although she's &C'dded 10 t’?‘ljl:a, g%}rlwerxlthsilieer
she could think for Merself. Teig would have made 5
fine soldier, Perhaps he'd never have done as brave a
thing as staying by his sick

mother and leaving it -
beople to ask the question you've just asked; - 87 b

Unfertunately the Laughing Fhitosopher, as Mary had
come to call Lord Duniandghy, was away, and likely to
be away for some time, when the events occurred
Wwhich embroiled Miss Giynn with the O'Donneljs.

It was a perplexity and a veXation that the country
and the people, and the old family, had spme to nter-
et her to a dusproportionate eXtent. She had g . pro-
found.mter‘est o tamgs that balbeq her ; and the inore
unsalisfactory the people Wwere, from het point of wiew
lhe more interesung they hecame. Why could she n0%
dispossess the O Donnells  jn their afllections v Why -
must they always lopk at her as lhough she were a -
Stranger ¢ She had  been oddly fascingted - by Cecilia
UDOnm-eII:s- Spinitual, pale face, and had made OvVertures
10 her with a genergus impulsiveness when sha had met
er by accident at the bedside of 4 gjpk wWoinan., ‘The
aun-iike creabure had legied at  her with, a startleg
gaze.  Mary had seen thal whep they  met Cecilia’s
thought had been for Hight. She had always acted op
and had Tarely had cauge

aghast,

i go’
country

Telg O'Donnell 4o
instead of poach-

P p
she spota s B ot inpulaiyers O regret it. Now
B S0ITY to hear that Madam O’Domnel is n

t
50 well’ she had said. * Is there nothi; 2
€0 ? May I call 4o i * fo°f that I can

injuire how she ig 7
“She is better, thank you,’ Cecilia replied, with ay
alarmed ook, ! lhere is nothing you couid do, thank
you. Ang we live g0 quietly: My mother Sees no one
but old {frienis,’ ‘

It was while smarting from the rebuf that

l\fal.'y
gave orders about mending the gaps in the stong .
Ztﬁu_llsﬁ w;oh'ich enclosed Lismoyne. She had wondered whey
she  firs

€ame what the gray,
were needed for. At Greenings
wherever they skirted a public
the worse for i,

But here it was difierent. She supposed the people
Werg  more destructive, less law-abiding thap the
Lsh, Anviho
wall. The
lhey eguld

buttressed stone * walls
the woods were open
road ; and -nothing: was

W, 8aps had been broken everywhere in thg -
people had helped themselves . to whatever .
farry away. The plantations diag been de-
stroyed for firewood § the people’s sheep and goats and -
lean cattle wandered and fed ~ where they would. Op
the day Mary gave the order she had found g whole en-
campment of tinkers, i, e., gypsies, settled down com-
fortably within Sight of er front windows. -

Masons had to be brought from a distance to re-
buald the walls. Mary's farm bailif, a young York-
shiveman, very amiable until the bull-dog fit fell op
him, thoroughly devoted to his young mistress, was very
much interested in the mending of the walls, Within
the wallg Harding was going to-establish English order, )
English law-ahidingness. Ha was in favor of English
gamekeepers, too, If he Hail dared, he would have sug-
zested English servamts.- He had his way so far as the
heall-gameYeoper was concerned, -

The first breach in the wall was repairedl, made
godd.” Hardifig' saw and approved and reported well of
e mason's progress to his mistress, 1% happened -to
be at the nearest potht of the - wall to: whero the bire

Eng- |-

stone-keep and
the O'Donmells.
down ;

the little dwelling-house adjoining housed

The pext motning the masonry was
except for the new stones lying in a)l direcfions
lbe gap was as it had been. ., . - -

It made Mary very anpry. It made Harding's face
lose its amiable’ expression and 'assume one dark and
dogged. : N

& There was ome of ‘the wild -deer shot Iast_mght:,
he said to Mary, *if you'll give me orders Migs, I'll

stop it.’ .
. Stop it said Mary, shortly. She was too furious
to ask what Harding intended to . do, :

That day the gap was repuilt, and the nex} morn-
img the wall was down again. It -happened two or
three -times. Mary drove over herseli o the nearest
Police barracks to lay ap information. against Sir Tei
O'Donnell. . The red-faced sergeant was hypoeritically .
sympathetic, bit at the same %ime plainly anxious that
she should mot prosecute Sir Teig. . -

‘ Your ladyship wouldn't he feeling the - loss of

a
few birds,’ he said. ‘ Sure, what woald & Young lady
like yourselfl want- wily them ? "Pisn's as though your
ladyship was a gentleman.’ .

{ Bir Teig O'Doanell jg a4 Doacher,’ she said,

. He
shall go to jail like any pHiher poacher.’ .. .

‘Go to jail I' cried the sergeant, aghast. © Sir Teig
O'Donnell go to jail ! Now, look here, your ladyshap,
your- ladyskip’s younm. Don't g0 for to pe destroying
yourself tdking “that.way. T wish Mr. Latimor T WAS
here to-day. Sir Teig'in prison ! Oh, Lod ! our
ladyship wouldn't be let lave in the country if people
was 1o hear you talkitg thst ay.’ .

1t made Mary angtier than ever. She answered the
sergeant sharply that i% was his -dufy to arvest-. Sir
Tetz O'Donnell li'e amy other poacher. &s she drove _
off, sitting behind her high-stepping horse, she was
aware that the sergeant and his * subs.’ were loohing
ater her im amazement. She had an ides that perhaps
they, too, were among the poachers. . She recalled some
of Lord Bunfanaghy’s humorous tales, over which she
had laughed with a' wry mouth, having too much of the
‘Emglish lapd-owner in her to be able to enjoy | them
theroughly, - -

A few days later she was awale in 1he gray dawn,
and she heard a shot fited in her woods. She was up
In an instant. For a few nights  all had been qulet,
and she wondered if the head-gamekeeper- and ~his' men
were o the wateh. dﬁ -+l 1 ith indigma.

3 read awake and dangling wi igma-~
o e Srosad oot with what specd she miglt,
and wnt down through the guiet house. OQutside -the
dews lay hbavy ombhe grass; and the east was troubl-
ed. She thougbt the clouds looked as though there were
ihunder behind them. Lines of rose trembled in t_lia
’gray. The mountain peaks began to grow light while
yYet their flanks were - in deepest sha.dow: The first
birds were twittering in the nests. The wind, came .up
v the sea with a delicious freshnes§. - ]

She might have been Aurora Walk!ng through the
dewy grasses, so fresh was she, so .fair, with "the To-
ses in her cheeks, and the proud, angry Hght in -her
eyes. She had not thought what was going to tiappen if
she came upom the poachiens. She ‘had sep t-l_lg: law in
motion against them ; and {t they were inclined tr be
Yough with her she was quite defenceless, quite Umarm-
ed. She had not thought even fo hring -a dog * ‘with
her.

ked some way through the woods belore she
camég hlfp;:x&la?lc;thdhge mor}é formi%iwhle'ﬁhan the rabbits
and the ‘squirrels, and the birds that were @l singing
hyw since the sun was .up, and warming _the wood
through znd through. Ngt a sign of any human creg-
ture.~- If there had been poachers, they hla.d_ apparentiy
gone home to thelr beds. There was no sign of her

own men either. She had walke? a mile or two samd
had had the wocdto herself. ) )
Then—she came o)t in a clearing, and her heart

. Topped. The wide, grassy path stretched be-
l‘lgg.é: edh?al}d c%f)oppa gap in ’tﬁe w§u. Lying within
the rap there was something huddled_‘up-, face downward
on the grass. As she went up to 11;\ she saw.a. gun
lyinz eside if. . - .

" Her heart was cold within -her as she went up to
the quief figure. A low moan startled her, at the same
{ime gave her gn eXquisite relief! Then he. was not
dexd ; but he must be very badly woumnded. As she
stooped down Deside him she all but knelt on 5 wide
patch of blood, already becoming glazed in the sun. .

The fgure stirred underher hand. . Then, to her im-
mense relief, the goldem head turned a little way about,
and a pair of gray eyes; exhaustéed with Pain ‘anid‘lqss
of" blcod, stared at her heavily. ) )

*1 thought no’ obe would ‘ever esme, he said. ¢TI

Was my -own gun. There was barbed wire across tha



