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'BELGIUM—University of Louvain o

The annual repori of the Catholic Universily of
Louvain, just published, shows &  very flourishing con-,.
dition in that famous inktitute of learning. ‘The num-~
ber of students inscribed for™ the year 1907 reached the.
record figure of 2144, of whom 189 were students |of
theology, 437 of law, 429 of medicine, 294 ol philosd-
phy and letiers, 278 of science, 431 of special . sub-.
jects, and 146 of agronomy. All but 260 of the stu-
dents are HUelgians, and of ihe foreigners there are 5
from the United Stales, 30 from Spain, 40 from Hol-
land, 22 from Germany, 26 from France, 20 from Lux-
emhbourg, and 11 Poles. N T

The Congo .-

A complete agreement has been arrived at between
the Belgian Government and’ 'King Leopold regarding
the Convenlion additional to the Treaty for the annexa-
tion of the Congo. The most important concession ob-
tained from the King by the Premier is that King Leo-
pold agrees to the Congo Budgets being voted by tlie
Belgian Parligment, ‘ - - o

ENGLAND—The Fight for the Schools ’—‘

In the course of a leading article on the Governi -°
ment's Education policy the * Catholic Times ' says:—-
The educaticn irn the Coumeil school is as - unmistak--:
ably Protestant and Nonconformist as the education- in -
our schools iz Catholic. Why, then, differentiate -
against the Catholic and in faior of the Nonconform- -
ist 7 We have before us 1he syliabus of Bible instruc- ¢
tion in the schools of. the Lendon County- Council -
which is to be taken as the pregramme for -religious- .
instruction- in the public’ schools. In lcoking through
it any ome can see at a glance that though teachers.
are warned that no attempt mwmst be made to attach
children to any particnlar dengmination, the informa-. -
tion imparted to them mubt necessarily have a denomi-.
national complexion. The Bible.-is to be read and the
teachers are to give from it such explanations and .
instruction in the principles of the Christian religion
apd of morality as are suited to ihe capacities of the
young. The ‘Lord's Prayer,” the Psalms, the Ten
Commgndirents, leading facts in the life 6f our Lord,
and various verses and passages in the Old and. the
New Testament are to be learned by the children and
made subjects for exposition by the teachers. How
could a teacher upon whom lies the duty of laying
these explanations before.the. pupils avoid giving j dis- -
tinctive doctrinal and demominational color to them 7 .
He might as well pretend to deseribe the human.
countenanee without referring io the most notable fea-
tures—the eyes, the nose, "and the mouth. Well nigh |
all the more important truths im the teaching of the. .
Catholic Church would. inevitably come into a proper
explamation of the ‘-Lord’s -Prayer,’ the Psalms, and -
the Ten Commandments alone. The Council school syl-
labus is then for the Nonconformist child what the
syllabus of the Cathole school is for the Catholic
child ; and who with any respect for logic or common
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sense Wwill say that the Government would be justified. .|

in giving the parent in one case all that he desires -
amd in penalising the parent in the other ?
FRANCE—A Change for the Better .

It lgoks as if tie intoleramce of the Frénch Gov-
ernment ‘was diminishing. An order has been given that
five Franciscan TFathers who have gone to Moroecco

shall be allowed to minister spiritually fo the Catholic |-

soldiers.

ITALY—A Lenient Sentence

After years of suspense (writes a Rome correspon-
dent) Nunzio Nasi has been dealt with by Italian law
for malversation of public funds during his conmnection
with the Ministry. = Although the attention of Rome
is comcentrated every second weéek on some extraordi-
nary eveni, few have seen the minds of the population.
50 intensely ahsorbed in ary matter as in the resulf
of the Nasi trial. Nasi's sentence of eleven months'
imprisonment and four and s half years’ exclusion from- -
public office fis not regarded by any means as heavy for
a Minister the extent of whose peculation ran. inte
millions. "But in Ttaly it is a strange fact that sym-
nathy usually goes out to crimimals, especially i they
have belonged to certain spheres;*and ihe address of the
accused previous to the -declaration of the Senate’s ver-
dict made no slight impression, 'seeing that it moved -
many in the visitors’ gallery to tears. The fact thyt
already .no less than one .hundred.and seventy deputies
have signed a petition to the. King reguesting the re-

mission -of the term of imprisonment that still remains
to- be_ .awdergone . by the .ex-Minister—the. last . - seven.
months passed by Signor Nasi under guard'in his own
residence in Rome are 1o be counted—shows that a
good deal of misplaced sympathy is given to a man
whose war upon everything pertaining to Christianity
“durlng his yeats of power was carricd on relentlessly.
. Religious Education . e
A- discussion which has just taken place in _the-
Italian Chamber (says the ' Catholic- Times ') afiords
an - object lesson the sigmificance. of which : will-not, it "
is to ®be hoped, be lost on the Catholics of France.and-
of the Continent generally. The ¥reethinkers, largely :
scomposed of Freemasons and Socialists,: repulsed :.when
-they recently-attempted to sccularise ‘Ttalian. primary-
instruction, returned 1o the altack. Oh the. motion of
Signor Bissolati a proposal for banishing, religion from-
the schools was brought [orward -and debaled .. in . the-
Chamber. The Catholics-'had made due preparations’
for the event. They appealed .1lo the pcople.in ..every
part of the country, asaing wheiher. they would allow-
the enemies of religicy to have their way by tolerating .
& godless system,of -education. ‘The response was
most gratifying. Petitiops by phe bundred poured.into
the Chamber. Local plebisdiies were iaken and  proved
that the godless. system found little favor- with. the
masses of the Itdlians. ‘I'he discovery of -the popular
sentiment on the subject produced. a- marvellous change
“in the legistators. Men who .at first sided with the
'Freethinkers spoké ‘eloguently against them, and on Feb-
ruary 27, at the end of a debate which cxiended oyer
several days, the Bissolali motion was defeated by .-a
majofity- of 303 to 100 votes.” Here assuredly, the
woice of the people was the voice of God. The gletenr
ders of religion in the schools dught not 1o rest’.com-
temt- with this victory. 'They should continue their.
agitation till public education in Italy is thoroughly
Christianised. . . N
- ROME—iInternational Sports "~ - -~ B
" .* Preparations for the international .sports - in .Roma
in. honor of - the Pope’s Jubilee are -aclively- going ‘on',
and “it is hoped_ 1bat there will be a large number of
competitors from™ the English-speating world. . The full
_ programme, - has just bpen published in-Ttalipn .mnd
Frénch: < ’ e 7 N
“The Holy Father's Counsel
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Pope Pius X., in receiving the Lenten preachers of
Rome on Sunday, March 1, counselled them to confine
themselves to the, principles and rules” of ihe Christian
life. ~ DA ' . . - "

"A Jubilee Gift L - o
.7 One’ot the most beautiful presents to be offered to~
the Holy Father by the world of aft on the occasion
of ‘his Golden Jubilee is expected to be the -marble
bust of ‘his Holiness which lhe young Fiench sculptor,
Jean Lirrive, is just completing. . Larrive,. who. .be-
.longs. to the Villa Medici, Rome, as the winner of the
_ Grand Prix chose as his subject’ the Pope: h.old:ng_ an,
open book before him, in which- the motto * Ifstaurare
omnia in Christo’ is found. . The bust, -which is not
- yet finished,” and will not be ready for.presentation for.
a couple of months, is ‘said by-those who have: seep
-it to. be- an excellent likendss, It is already arranged,
that a spechal commission will ‘come from Paris tc:
Rome to make the presentation. M. Lartive, whd, by
the way, comple some ‘months ago. busts-of Cardinad.
Merry del Val and Monsignor Bislettl, has been the
-recipient. of many congratulations on .his. latest artistic
achievement. T,

The Sacred College R Ce

The issue at the .beginnine of the week of *La
. Gerarch'y . Cattollca ' (writes the Rome correspondent of
the Dutlin ¢ Freeman's Jourral’ - under, date February
-22), which furpishes a list of. the Cardinals, Patrisrehs,
Archhishops, Bishops and Prelates of the whole Catholic
world in communion with the Holy See; is a work which
~ives cause for‘.thought and- admaralion. At:the - pre-
sent moment there are sixty-ohe members in the Saered
Coliere—the death of Cardinal Rirhard occurred sirice”
_the ° Gerarchia ' was drawn un. Of this number, one—
+Cardinal "Oféelia di Santo Stelano—was credited" by Piug
TX. in December, 1873,~thirty-five yeals ago. Of Leo
-tha Thirteenth’s’ Creition, he who filled- the-Sacred Col-

-

| tege twice over, forty-five still xemaini .’ and $he present

Pontiff has created fifteen Csrdirals since he was elect-
eded. 'Nineteen cardinals have dfed since that warm day
in-the ‘early ~Auzust of 1903/ when-Cardinal Macchi an-
houpced from'the balconv of St Peter's 1o the crowds
heneath the election of Pore Pivs the Tenth. - Since
that day-tle Pontiff has erected:five Episcopal Sews.in:

. Yo Archdioceses, eleven new Dioceses, two Abbacies and



