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The Book of Kells dition. -St. Columbia and other Irish missionaries, who
uxunded a monastery,in Meath, that of Cennaanns, or"Kells, pro-baibly practised the .art of illuminating, and)
the "' -Book of KeJs' has often, been aspribed to the
hand of the saint himself. Modern research has teniJedj
however, to throw discredit upon.thds theory and: ..the
origin of the famous manuscript is shrouded in ob-
scuixty.

The book itself is composed of 339
- leaves, measur-ing 13£ by H inches." The first,part contains the ex-

planations of Hebrew.names, which is followed by the
Eusebian tables. T'hten come summaries and the argu-
ment of the gospels, followingmarinly the version-of the
Vulgate, though there are 'several peculiar readings..
There is an average of seventeen or nineteen lines to
the page an tine portion containing the gospels. The
in s .use! throughout are black," red, purple, antt yel-
low.. It is notable that"gold ds absent in the 'Bookof Ke'ls.' It>as not introduced into the Celtic art of'illuminatingun<til a decidedly,later date.

The text is more copiously and more ornately illits-,
".rated than any other known copy of tha gospels. One"
of the marvels of the work is the nice precision whichcharacterises it throughout'Although ihe designs are,
intricate to the" point of feeing microscopic, not even
with .the aid- of a lens is it possibte to discover any

-flays or rn-terlacin^s. Wherever space was affordedthere are worked in conventional, grotesque and naturalfoliage ornaments. Figures of men, of animals, birds{horses and dogs are woven and interwoven in an elab-orate and pattern, which has constitutedtve marvel"'and the despair of modern masters of thedelicate and beautiful craft of bookmaking.

Back in the early centuries (says an American ex-
change; Ireland was so famous for the learning and
piety of its ecclesiastics that it was called the- Island
of Saiiuts. Among thie arts which were sedulously culti-
vated by these Irish ecclesiastics, that oi-illuminating
vehum reached a very hi^h stage of perfection and rc-
s-lted ia " l.ttie mi'.racVas of dexterity - which are' stall
the admiration and wonder of book lovers the world
over. Perhaps the choicest specimen of this kind of craft
is the 'Boo1* of Kells,' aow in the custody of Trinity
College, Dublin, a priceless relic of illuminated vefium.
This wonderful too, with other specim-cns of Celtic
art, is -described in a magnificent volume -which has
just been pre3ent«d to the" Metropo'itan Museum li-
brary in New York by Mr. Jolin-D. Cramm'dns. This
volume contains superb reproductions in"color of , the
most noted early Irish manuscripts, a 'work that"was
executed in a limited edition by command" of the late
Queen Victoria. -■ -

The most perfect specimen of the' handiwork of theIrishmonks extant, however, is contained iii the 'Bookof Kells.' Tt is unquestionably the most superb memor-ial which has come down to us' from those time's whenlrelabd, rowler the name of Scoth, held up the torch
of learning to all Eurore. If evidence were needed ofthe important part played by Ireland in fosteringandkeeping alive the elements of civilisation which havesince vitali7ed the modern world, they could be foundin these quaint relics which are a store-house of eru-
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TO SHEEP FARMERS, SHEEP
BREEDERS and OTHERS

Henry S. Fitter & Sons
OF SMITHFIELDMARKET,

LONDON,
InviteiConsignments of FrozenMutton
and Lamb for realisation inall parts
of the UnitedKingdom.

Havingbeen established in the Cen-
tralMeat Marketfor over Half a Cen-
tury, and having been connected with
the Frozen Meat Trade since its very
commencement, they are in the beßt
position to deal with consignments.

They haveno BetailShops of their
own, no interest in any, anddo,not
buyon their own account,so all their
energiesare directed to obtaining the
highestpossibleprice for their Clients'
Shipments,

Consignments can be sent to them
through any Freezing Company, or
through any of the Banks, and by do-
ing this shippers will getall that is to
beobtained for the Wool, Meat,Pelts,
and Fat.

R. B. Bennett,
Representative,

170(Hereford street,Christchurch.

To the Rt>tdars of
'

Tht Tabht."
~~

J. A. O'BRTEN" Merchant Tailor "
Roasbottiani'a DOWLINO STREET
Buildings^- DUNBDIN.

Fit,Bt/ls,tnd thtButot Workmtnthlp
Guanntatd.

.CLKRICAL TRADE A SPECIALTY.
x ssi J. A. O'BRIEN

VISITORS TO DUNBDIN
>. will find..

COVGHLAN'B HBW
gHAMROOK HOTEL

MAOLAGGAN BTBEET, DUNEDIK,
theBest placeto stayat

The Tariff is 4s 6d per day. The bedroom- are newly doneupand sunny,

Ihehouse though central is away from the
noise ofthe principalthoroughfare. '

Address ."— ShaxbookHotmlDtoidik

WHAT BETTER
Could you give as a present;than a nios

Prayer Book f

NOTHING!
Whete can you rely upon getting a good

eeleotionand valne for yourmoney-

ALEX.~SLIGO'S
42 George Street, Dunedin.

Ifyoucan't oometo selectoneyoucan
have onesent by pest

...POST PAID.PRICES...
1/-,1/7- ,2/-, 2/3, 3/-, 4/- 6 6, 7/6-, 10

JUCAUSTEE AW) CO
(J. J.HISKBNS),

CHEMISTS,INVBROABGILL.." t
A Compute Stock of Everything that is

lookedforina ftntolassPharmaoj
Spioxaltt:

DispensingofPhysicians'Prescriptioni!andSupplyofNursesRequisites.

P.O.Box ISO, | Telephone90
INVEROABQILL.

IAMBS BAMSO2T 00
AuotioneerSi Commission,House and

Land Agsnts, Valuator!,
DOWUH6 BTBUT,DVNBDXN

F. W. BOLT,
EMPIRE BUILDINGS, PRINCES ST.

General Household Furnish -r and
Direct Importer.

Carpets,Linoleums, Rugs,
Mats,Quilts,Blankets,

" Sheetings,Towels
Bedsteads and Bedding,
a specialty.

Special Line Curtains, Job Lot
Traveller's Samples, toclear at

Half Price.

t« GOVERNMENTNsurancFV DEPARTMENT
**

FACT No. 10.
The Department Is a NATIONAL

INSTITUTION whose liberal con-- ditlons and benefits have SAVED
THOUSANDS FROM WANT, and it
deserves the support of all those
who have,aninterest In theColony*

Q.EORGE DYER & 00.
14GREAT KING STREET

(Opp.TaieriandPeninsulaButterFactory)
DUNEDIN

Licensed Plumbers & Drainers.

. . DOROTHY . .
Haapleasure in advising her removal
from High Street to More Central
Premises in 49 Princes street(direotljr
opposite Braithwaite's -and next to
Howden and Monorieff's), where you
caa depend upon viewing a complete

up-to-dateshowof
Millinery. Ladies'Wear andFancy

Goods.
Your ordersand visits appreciated.

Tours faithfully,
1.M.FOORD.


