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The Book of Kells

v

Back in’ the early cemturies (says an American ex-..

change) Ireland was so famous for the léabning ~ nid
piety of its ecclesiastics that it was called the- Islund
of Sawnts. Among the arts which were sedulously culti-
vated by these irish ecclesiastics, that of -illuminating

velium reached a very high stage of perfection and re--

5 lted in-: Lttie mfracles of dexterity- which are stiil
the admiration and wonder of hook lovers the world
over. Perhaps the choicest specimen of this kind of craft

is the * PBoox of Kells,” now in the custody of Trinity -

College, Dublin, a priceless rélic of illuminated veMum.
This wonderful ioo , with other specinuns of Celtic
art, is .descriced in a maghificent volume - which has
just heen prezented to ihe
brary in New York by Mr. Jolin-D. Crimmiins. This
volume contains superb reproductions in'color of . the
most noted early Irish manuscripts, -awork that was
executed in a limited edition by command of the 1ate

Queen Victoria. - )
The most perfect specimen of the handiwork of the

Irish monks_extant, however, is contained in the * Book °

of Kells.” Tt is unguestionably the most superh memor-
ial whichh ha2s come down to us from thése timés when
irelard, tmder the name of Scotin,

of learning to all Eurgre. If evidence were needed of

held up the toreh

Metropa'ilan Museum -%i- -

the important part played by Ireland in fostering and

heeping alive the elements of civilisation which have
since vitalized the modern world, they could be founsd
in these quaint relies which are a store-houss of eru-

4

| dition. -8t Columba and obther Irish missionaries,

who
Jounded a monastery .in Meath, that of Cennaznng, ot
HKells, probably practised the art of illuminating, -and
the * Book of Kels' has often, been ascrived to the
hamd of the samnt bimselt. Modern research has tended, .
however, "to throw discredit upon-.this theory and .the
origin -of the famous manuscript is shroudéd in ob-
scunty. . :
The beok “itsell dis

. composed of 339 -leaves, measur-
my i34 by 9% inches.

" The ‘first. part ochtains the ex-
planat:ons of Hebrew names, which is followed by the
Busebian tables. Then come.summaries and the argu-
ment of the gospels, following mainly 1he version-of the .
Vulgate, though there are “several peculiar readings..
There is an average of seventeen or nneteen lines to
the Page tn the portion con'aining’ the gospels. The
in s useldl throughout are nlack, red,- purple, -an@? yel-
low.. It is nota.rble that "gold s absent in the * Book:
of Ke'ls.” It was not introduced into the Celtfe art of
illurkinating until a decidedly. later date: '
The text is more copiously and more ornately {llus-,
irated than any other known copy of the gospels. .One-
of the maxvels of the work is ihe nice precision which
characterives it t{hroughout, " Although ihe designs are .-
Intricate to the point of being microscopie, ngt even
with .the aid- of a lens is it possihl: to -discover any
-flaws or interlacinzs. ‘Wherever space wus afforded.
there are worked in conventional, grotesque and natural
follage orpaments.. Figures of -men, of animals, birds,
horses and dogs are woven and interwoven in an elab-
orate and ever-chlanging pattern, which has constituted

t*e marvel”and the despair of modern masters of ihe

delicate and beautiful craft of ‘bookmaking,

70 SHEEP FARMERS, SHEEP
BREEDERS and OTHERS -

Henry S. Fitter & Sons

OF SMITHFIELD MARKET,
LONDON, .
Invite!Consignments of Frozen Mutton

and Lamb for realisation in all parts
of the United Kingdom, '

Having been established in the Cen- -

tral Meat Marlket for over Half a Cen-
tury, and having been connected with
the Frozen Meat Trade since its very
commencement, they are in the best
position to deal with consignments,
They have no Retail Shops of their
own, no interest in any, and do_not
buy on their own account, so all their

energies are directed to obtaining the

highest possible price for theiwr Olients’
Bhipments, .

Consignments can be sent to them
through any Freezing Company, or
throngh any of the Banks, and by do-
ing this shippers will get all that is to
be obtained for the Wool, Meat, Pelta,
and Fat,

R. B. Bennett,

Bepi'eaenté.t'ive,
170;Hereford atreet, Christchurch.

To the Readors of ¢ Tha Tabiet” ™

J. A O'BRIEN »,_

@& Merchant Tailor @ .

Rossbotham’s DOWLING STREET
Bulldings = ~ DUNEDIN,
- AR~
Fit, Btyle, and the Bast of Workmanship
Guarantmd,

BLERICAL TRADE A SPECIALTY,
\ AEm——s A, Q'BRIEN

i

VISITORS, TO DUKEDIN
. . willfind,.
COUGHLAN'S NEW
SHAMROOK HOTEL
MAULAGGAN STREET, DUNEDIN,

the Best place to stay at
The Tariff in 4n 6d per day, The bedroom

axe nowly done np and sunny,

The houss tho&kh central 1s nwny- from the
nolwe of the principal thoroughfare, -

Address :—BrAun0ox Horsr. Dusepig

F. W. BOLT,
EMPIRE BUILDINGS, PRINCES ST,
General Household Furpishr and
 Direct Importer, ‘
Catpets, Lirolenms, Rugs,
Mats, Quilts, Blankets,
- Bheetings, Towels )
Bedateads and Bedding,
& specialty,
Special Line Ourtains, Job Lot

Traveller's Samples, to clear at
‘Half Price.

WHAT BETTER

Could you give sn & present;than & nics
Prayer Book !

NOTHING!

Where oan you rely upon getiing a good
aeleol:lc:ﬂn and valos for your money

——
ALEX, SLIGO'S
42 George Btreet, Dunedin.
U you can’t oome to seleot one you eau
have one sent by post

..POST PAID. PEICES...
1f~ 3{T- 12~ 2i3, B[, 4} 56, Tf6-, 10

MACALISTER AND (0
' s, nevasoineriz,

A Ocmplete Btock of Rverything that Is

“looked for in & firat-olane Plisrmincy
. ) Srl;x_;m'!: i
Dispensing of Physicians' Presoriptions axd
Bnpl?ly of Nurses Bequisites,
P.0, Bax 120,  Telophona
INVEROARGILL,
J AMES luusion "AND CO
Auctioneers, Commimion, House and
‘Land Agents, Valustors,
DowrinG Brawer, DOKEDIN

'

éQVgRNMENT*
NSURANCE

DEPARTMENT

FACT No. 0.

The Department Is a NATIONAL
INSTITUTION whosge liberal con-

. ditlons aud benefits have SAVED -

THOUSANDS FROM WANT, and it
deserves the sopport of all thosy
who have. an interest lu the Colony,

(JEORGE: DYER & 0O.
lg'egmrxmesmmr

{Opp. Taieri and Peninsula Butter Factory)
) DUNEDIN S

Drainera;.

. . .DOROTHY . .
L ]
Has ploasnre in sdvieing her removal
from High Btreet to More Central .
Premires in 48 Princes strest (directly
oppoeite Braithwaite's -and@ next to
Howden and Monoriefl's), where you
‘can depend upon viewing a complete
up-to-date show of

Millinery, Ladies' Wear and Fane
R, N Gooda. - Hancy

Your orders and visita apprecinted.
Yours faithfully, '

R, M, FOORD,

I.ical_lséd Plﬁmbe:s &




