
Thursday, April 23, 1908 NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Science Siftings Irish Wayside Hospitality
Mr. Charles Battell Loomis, the American humoristwas travelling through .Wicklow, in- Ireland, when hefound) himself with a whole .day to spare in a section,

where there were no hotels within five miles. *Ihadno notion of going five miles on the road on thelightbreakfast Ihad eaten—and no certainty that therewould be dinner at Rathdrum,' he writes in the NewYork:
"
Sun.'

'
Iset out as blithely -asIcould (with

the thought of my letfer of introduction crossing MrW on his way to town and me a homeless wan-derer), and before long Icame to a little white-washed canin, in front of which a handsome old womanin a man's cap was bending aver, some flowers."* " Good morning. Can you let me have something
to eat?'"

'
, ( ,■ " j , "'■ iI| i-|i a'"Sure, 'tis little Ihave," said' she,' witha smilethat took five years off her age.,-

" ~ "' '""Some fresh eggs, perhaps, or-some milk?"'
''Aye, Ican g*ve ye those, hut me house is noplace for the likes '";

'""'Tjhat'll be just what Iwant," said' I, and shewerot into the house and bade me follow. -
1Fresh, eggs and unlimited; milk,are notjjthe same

a® ibjrill and ;young lamb, and- sauterne and cigars, andwitty conversation,"but when you are hungry from out-door exercise they are not so bad.. - "VAnd,Mrs. Kelly,,like every man,- woman,-and"phiLd
in the wholeof Ireland, had relatives in America.'She'd, a son there long since, and Ja-rames, 'just
turned twenty-one, had gone there -this summer to;the"

States .of Indiana." Did Iknow theTSi;ates of ;Ihvdiana? '. - " ■ - " ': i , '' |ip|1411. told he*! did;.that I!d been to them many atime. And where did Ja-ames go to^-to. what city ?"'
To Lafayette (with as French an~-accent as you'd

wish), and was I ever there? c'
n

" .. --, -. -^' /■
'Iwas. Her face lighted up. - ' "' -^ ,■?-<-!* '
'"If Iwent there ''again wouldI"ask for Ja-amesKelly, an,' he'd .lue her son, an' as fine a boy as everleft Ireland (with a true Dublin roll of the r).* Still thinking of

-
the dinnerIhad missed -a»tHeal>herdale,Iasked her if she -Inew Mr. W .*-"Sure Ido, an' the finest- manjn all Ireland.

Me boy Ja-ames worked there at ; an' whin.he' was leaving for America" Mr.^W gave" a dinner
for hiina to all the villagers, and gave him; a/ watch
wfctih his name on. it and _" In -Riemembirance of
Heatherdale'in it. Oh, yes, a fine man-air1

-
humble.Sure, if Jimmy'd1 be. sick for a day it's Mr. "W

would be down here in me cottage askin' afther him,
an' could tie be doing anything for him.

1"Humbleness. That was what- the blessed-Lord
taught us. He

"
could have been bom in a palace,butHe was born in a stable in Betihlehem. Are you "a

Catholic?'"* "No——"''"Ah, never mSnd. There's all kinds, of good peo-
Ple

—̂ " -
■ , " " > i i II 1 i IS'"Is-Mr...W a Protestant?-." � ,

-
'" Sure,idunno," was Mrs. Kelly's guardedreply.'"'

Hie goes- to "the Protestant church, butIdon't know
what he is, on^y he's a good man— none-better inall-Ireland,r. . -.- - . . -.- t,' ''The good' Lord," she continued, as she filled jny

, cup with,rich mdlk (she had no, tumblers-at all, 'she
said)," taught us"to be kind tq one another and tobe" humble,, the same as He was kind apdi humble, al-
though He could have had a palace if He'd chosen.".

■'""I told her that 1"hadi heard such things; that1
"

had a grandmother who taughc me all about Bethle-hem; and the restr
— . ."" "Oh, the good woman !" said Mrs. Kelly, feel-

ingly. "'Well, it's true. Be kind and be good and be
humble, and ye'11 be rewarded."* All the -afternoonIclimbed the beautiful heatiher-
purpled hills in the vicinity with her youngest son, a
boy of- nineteen. The son was a very intelligent boy,
andIwas' struck -with' his.easy and, in the .main,oor-.r
rect use of'English. He told -me that it was easier to
understand me than-an Englishman), and Itook it a& a
compliment, for Icertainly never heard better> English
spokea than is .talked in the Dublin district by ifich
arid poor alike." London;and' New York sihiould-come
to Duibiin to learn the proper pronunciation of- -iitag-v
lisfo. ... ,- ...

*As Ileft the villageIfelt that Ihad lost 'one_
good time to have another, and the day on the lulls"
made^ire sleep like a top.'

Wonderful Vitality of Insects.
It is a standing puzzle to the-entomologists andothers interested in the study of insects how the frail >

little creature® of the mosquito and" the butterfly or-der can brave the , cold of an arctic winter and yet,re- "
tain their vitality. A London naturalist tookx the '■
larva of the common milkweedbutterfly and exposed it "

to an artificial blast of 68 degrees below zero. Upon I
taking^it"out of the range of this artificial blizzardand

'
gradually thawing the creature out,- the naturalistwas [
surprised to find that the worm was able to creep in

*

less than half <- an hour afterward. According to the
testimony of all the arctic explorers, butterflies and

'
mosq/uitoes, as well as a great variety of other insects, '
have been found flitting joyously about in the highest "
latitudes ever penetrated by man. It is even declared ,
by those who have made tours of exploration to the
far North:that the mosquitoes of those regions-are the
largest and healthiest varieties of that speciesof pest :
that have ever been discovered by man.

-
The National Tree of China. * '

The tungshu, or wood oil, tree is worthily named
the national tree of China. It is stately dn appear- -
ance, with smooth, green bark and wide spreadingbranv- »Jches, affording a fine shade. It belongs to the spurge ;
family, of which the castor oil plant is a member. It
■bears a fruit as large as a small orange. Bach nut �

contains three triangular seeds, similar to smallBrazil .-■
nuts. The oil is pressed from these seeds, and the xe-
fuse is used as a fertilizer. The oil is used princi-
pally for polishing woodwork and dressing leather. Con-
siderable quantities are exported. " The'wood of the ■

tungshu is used for making musical instruments, fine
boxes, and the framework of small houses'." It is free "
fronn the ravages of insects.

The Cow Tree.
In the mountains of, Venezuela grows a remarkable

tree. It is found in the rocky places, at heights of ab-
out half a mile. It is a stupid-looking tree enoughat"""
first sight. It 4s lofty and slender, and has stiff leaves
that grow a foot or more in length. It looks much of .
the time as if it were dead. In those regions there
is a wet and dry season, and during many months at
a time not a shower washes its leaves. It bears very
small, insignificant-looking flowers. It is the milk-tree,
the famous

' palo de vaca,' which Humjboldt describes.
He first brought it into notice.. It is an. evergreen.
Its sap is a delicious fluid resembling the finest Jer-
sey milk, only sweeter and richer than even that. When-
the negroes are.thirsty they cut into the side of the
trunk, and the milk gushes forth in a great- stream. It
is both food and drink, so rich is it.

'

The/ Breathing Cave.'
In the western part of North Carolina, in the"moun-

tains known a.s the Fork Range, is located the most
remarkable cavern now iknown to exist. It iscallted
the Breathing Cave, and is certainly- a most wonderful
natural curiosity. During, the summer months &■ cur- .
rent of air conies from it which is so strong that .a
full-grown- man cannot walk against it, and in "winter
the inrush of air is equally strong. At timesamost
unpleasant odor is emitted from-the cave, which is
supposed to be from the carcases of dead

~
animals

which have been sucked in and killed by coming in con-
tact with the inner walls of the inanimate breatMng
ir.oiisier. During the spring months, when the change
fici'. inhalatior to exhalation takes place, the air ts -!
filled with pellets of hair, dry bones, small claws,~etc. I

The Work of a Watch.
Very few who carry a watch ever' think of the un-

ceasing labor itperforms, says the-Dundee * Advertiser,'
under what would be considered shabby treatment for
any other machinery. There are many 'who think a
watch ought to run- for years .without-cleaning ora.drop
of oil. Read this and judge for yourself. " The main i
wheel in an ordinary American watch makes four revo-
lutions a*-iday for twenty-four hours, or 1460 in a
year. Next, the centre wheel, twenty-four revolutions
in a iflay, or 8760 -in. a year. The.third wheel, 192
in a day, or 59,080 in a year. The fourth wheel,
2440 in a day, or 545;000 in. a year. The fifth, or
escape "wheel,, 12,96$ in a day, or-4,728,200 in ayear.
ffW ticks or beats are 388,800 in a day, 14,812,00101in
a year. "

For Broncfiiial Coudßs take Woods' Great Pepper-
mint Cure. Is 6d and 2s 63.

For clergyman, "auctioneers, public' speakers, andtea-
,chefs' sore throats, TUSSICURA will be found a never-
ffailtng remedy. Soltt by all chemists and grocers in
bottles. l
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