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_NEW ZEALAND TABLET = - -)

- ROSSBOTHAW'S ‘SOMMERCIAL COLLEGE.”

Es‘a.blmhed 1892,

Principal : 1. J, Roasbotﬁam, I.P.8. (honors)—the only teacher ‘

holdmg the LE8. teacher's certiBoate in Otago,
46 DOWLING STREET, DUNEDIN,
Telephons 736
Wa “Pench Shorthand, Typitg, Book-keeping, Acnonfntancy, “Ete:
Indfvidual Taition, Term cotsmendes. at-ady time,
The moat ‘eucteskful “Commercial College in Dunedin, onr

pupile obtaining the lugh=sb positions ax ghorthand end typmtﬂ in
all the leading 6ffices i in Dnuaﬂm.

" EDITOR'S NOTICES.

Bend ngg's WHILE IT IS FRESH St.ala reports will not be
inséited

Comm\imcaﬁlona should reach this Office BY TUBSDAY

MORNING. Only the briefest: paragraphs have a- chance

of insertion if received by Tyesday night's mails. .

ADDRESS muatter intended for publication ‘Editor, TABLET,
Drinedin,” and nof by niams to any member of the Stdaff.

ANONYMOUS' COMMUNICATIONS are thrown into ' the
wastespaper basket.

Write 1égibly, ESPECIALLY NAMES of persons and places.

Reports of MARRIAGES and DEATHS are not selected or. |
compiled at this Office. To secure insertion they mus’c be ‘

verified by onr locsl agent or correspondent, or by ¥
clersyman of the district, or by some snbseriber whose
handwriting is well known at this office. Such reports must

in every case be accompanied by the customeary death or i

magrtage announcement, for which a charge of 2, 6d. is
made,

MESSAGE OF POPE LEQ Xill. TO THE N.Z. TABLET,
Pergant Diréctores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apos-
tolica Benedictione confortdati, Religioiis et _?m'tzt:w causdm
promovere per vias Veritdiis et Pacis,
Die g4 Aprilis, 1900. - LEO XIII.,\ P.M.
TRANSLATION.—Fortified by the Apostelic Blessing, let the
Divectors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet continue to

promote the cause of Religion-and Fiistice by the ways of Truth
and Peace.

April 4, 1900. LEOQ XIII., Pope.
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* NOT YET UNDERSTOOD’

—

HE modern world hys produced few more
acute crities of men amd things than Russell
Lowell, e noticed in his day the tendency
to debilitate journalism by making it to an
tindue extent a record of chit-chat, fantastic
trifling, and-mere gossip and .‘ nugae can-
orag’. *‘ We cover the continent’, wrote
he, ¢ with a cobweb of telegraphs to inform

us of such inspifing faets as that a horse belonging to

Mr. Smith ran away oii Wednesday,

a valuable carry-all; that a son of Mr. Browm -

lowed a hitkory mut on Thursday ;

barik cavéidl in on Friday. This is the kind of news we
compass ihe globe to catéi press from Bungtown
centre ’. But beyond this exagperatiom» of trivialities,
ihere is another feature of modern secular journalism
to which we have more than once made regretful refer-
ence—the tentlsticy to nose and snuffle about for tithits
to tickl® the jaded palate of readsrs, and the extent to
whith the daily.press is.in our time made a record of
crime. -'Throughout the British Empire, it $s true, the
erithinal is not placed * in excelsis ' to the same extent
as is done' by ]OU.I'I‘.[&].S under the Stals and Stnpes

swal-

setiously - d.axpa.t,mg | that everythmg would chang'e; at ouce,.

and that a gravel -

Still, evén-under ilie tripler cross of *St. George, St.

‘Patrick; and: St. Anddew, the :criminal is:enthroned .(ag

)

the * Paily, Chronjele ’ put it sgme years ago) as the:
¢ herofin-chief '~ of the newspapet. The “Clisonicle” seh

" out- sonie  twelve-or- lourteen years ago, undeér Mr. Mas:

singham, to dethrone him, and to-depend less than its
contemporaties for its circulation on the baser shde of
life—* scabrous divorce 'cases, " Vulgar scandal; ‘aod the
great betting madness . . The effort- was. well, meant.
But it seems to have dchiededt but little, In the matb-
ter of enthroning the criminal, most daily papers are
tarred with the same Dbrush—although there is, of -
course, a difference in the number of coats! And <€he
upshot of the matter i§ that, for youth of both sexes,
5 steady course of daily. paper is (as a great English-
man has said) ‘g liberal educafion in depravity _and
crime ’, ' S

» A

In these days of omnivorous reading, the Catholic
newspaper 1s, humanly speaking, an mdqspensable*bramoh
of the Chm-ch s work. It fufnishes the réadiest means
of imstilling the antidote Lo the poison that may _l_urk :
in the' secular orghm, of expounding and-defending Cath-
olic truth afid Catholic interests. In the course of- an
audiénce recently accorded to a Cathohc ]ournahst; the
Holy Kather said:—

‘ Ah, the press! Its importance is not yet under-
stood. Neither the faithiul nor the - clergy make uge of,
it as they should. Sometimes people will tell yous
that the press is anp innovation, and that souls used to
be saved withont newspapers in other times. In other
times ! In other times! 1t is easily said, but do
they mot remember the .poison of the bad pre&.s was not
spread everywhere, and that, therefore, the a.nt'ldote -bf’
the good press was not’ eqmlly neoessa,ry We aré no
longer -in those other {imes-—we are’in the {imes of to-
day, . and to-day if-is a.fact that the Chnst;ka,n people:
is deceived, poisoned, destroyed by bad newspa.pars B
in vain will you build churches, give.missions; found
schools. AIl your works, all your efforts, will be~ de-
stroyed if youn are not able ‘to.wield the ‘gefenstve and
offensive weapon of - a loyal and smcere ‘Catholic prass 2

The persecution . ln Fra,noe has leit the Cathohc
leaders in thgt country wilh. one remorseiul MeHroTY+3e
the memory of their neglect of the potent weapon Whith |
a bold, able, and aggressive Catholic newspaper mlght
have been to them in their day of need. .0n a “recent..
occasion this revised sense of Lhe power a,nd place.of™ ‘bhﬁ
Catholic paper in the worle of ihe Church found expra'S--
ston in the following remarks- by M. Bandon,. Presment_
‘of the St. Vincent de Paul oclet.y - T

e JEY S P
: ‘In my opifiion, the great importarce - of; the piess
‘is not sufficienfly undexstood by the faithful. - We are.
thinking about, building churches, founding conpropatienss:
multiplying as¥lums for the orphans and the poor—all of
‘them necessary. But we. forget that besides ail_ these,
needs “there is one which. by the force .of thing$  mir-.
Passes all the rest; thai-is, the difiusion of the Cath-. -
‘olic press. - If the (,a.t.hohe newspaper is. not suffie
ciently supported, encouraged, raised -to the- p-osxticmvﬂt«
ought to occupy, .the chatches, if -lthey -he not-bummed,
will be deserted, the- congwgatwnsw will be- muihphedr
only to be drix en _out, and the charnitable institutions..
and’ the schbold themiselves will be talen away from ths
religion that fouhded them. if the Catholics put at’
the head of-.all their works. that of the press, as is
heing dond in Qermanmy, if .they devoled two ‘or®’ three
millions of francs tfo it every year, 11; is safe to say
and, that’ the
faith would" spring up- again m huncheds of thousands of
mtelhgancms i -
Unless phe clergy ha,d the sclem,e oE a.ngels and the
voicg of : the last triimpet, they‘ could not Uverta.k-a the»
‘haff that js done’ lh"homes by the”exclisive ‘Perusal of
séeular news-sheets, and by {he talse concepbions regard-{,
AingTCatholic faith- atid practice “that “from {ime to timej
are printed—hot néces§atily with any intent $o° pifvslasd
'—in their columns, The Catholic paper is the priest, in
the houschold. And-we trist that the’ da,y is fiexr at
hand when it will be as intimately and as foimaily a
patt of {be, Church’s many-sided activities as her
chutches, schools and institutes of cha,mt.y Me'antime,
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