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oubf—while the other men
the dinner hour at Spillane’s.

She worked with tenfold: enérgy, hut her rower . of
accpmpli-himent was less. She had  repelled the neigh-
bof?s sympathy, and now it was offered no more, They
tespected the closed door, the forbidding back  which
Rosz turned to the world when she worked in the gar-
den. It was wonderful how in Jack’s absence the weeds
made headway, womnderiul -how the hedges grew ragged,
the grass dishevelled, how untidiness .and disrepair seis-
ed on eserytling,

To be sure John did his best,
tinz old. People sail hix had aged suddenly i
Jack went away. When he came home from work he
Was better codfent to’ sit and smo¥e, with the head
of Grip, Jack’s old terrier, on his knee, than to
anything more strenuous. Grip was a trouple to. Rose
too. He was always listening for a ioot, turnimg his
eyes on her with a dumb question that made the poor
woman suffer geutely,

No lebter came from Jack, no such loving Messags
as would have lit up the lonely presemt widh hope for
the future. The other boys - wrote home at long in-
tervals. They were no grest scholars and letter writ-
iny was a pain to them. Jack was all right.
ser.inz on the Aumiral's ship, not on the * Knight
Commani.r.’ He was as exfert as anybody in a very
Hitle ime. He hadn’t much to say when they saw

m.

Once there was g messege, but for Johm, n tender
message, as thouph the young man’s obdurate heart had
fa'led Wim. But of Rose not a word., Not a line from
Jack himself, aliiough he was a much better schglar
than his brothers. 1 )

Rose rarely went out now, never unlesg necessily
called her. Omce or twice she had seen Mary Kelly's
tall figure apprcaching her, znd had turned back to her
ovn house to avoid meeting her. She would watch
from behind a window curtain Maxy pass with her chin
in the air. Mary's pride was at least equz! to her own.
But, despite her spirit, Mary wag looking hadly. That
¢in mow, which had been so round and white, thad
Shrun% and showed a thinness of (He ueck, Seorrow
had dimmed her eyes and her pretty bright color. - She
was milch thinner than of old, and walked with a more
tageing footstep when Rose’s eyes were liot upon her.
Sometimes her head drodped as though the great mass

of corn-colored plaits it carried were too much for
it. .

smoked their ‘pipes aiter

but John was pget-

+
To be sure she worked harvder than ever. Her mo-

thor had had a worse winter than ugudl with the rheu-
mabism, and was in hed half her fime. Ard Mary
worked like three people fo earn her little sglary  at
the convent, and to keep the cahin over the thriffless
mother and the children, whe wera so round ahd rosy,
despite their privaticnst .
One year, two years passed, Jim and Paddy anf
Bill had each had their few weeks of holiday, thad
fluttered the pirls immensely with their picturesque sail-
or parb ard the'r sun-browned comeliness, Each had a
Zood repert of Jack to mae in his taciturn manner,
Each in his turn carried s message from Jack to Mary
Kelly. There was no messaze for the mother, She hnd
a jealous knowledge that smote her to the heart of the
messages whith were carried elsewhens. Afler eack of
thrir  vigits Mary noticeably picted up, régained sohie-
thint of her oh comeliness, her obd springing step.
The time came when Jack was with the Naval Brig-
ade before Laflysmith. When the news first arrived that
he had gone to th: front there was a hall rapproche-
ment between the two women. Mary passing by  the
Quinn's cottage, stood for a barely perceptible fraction
of a srcond loo'iny at Jack's mobher. She had some-
thimg in her breast which was her talisman a=alnst lifo
and death, yet it could not keep her from asking her-
self why she had let him £0. Rose advanced a step or
two. She knew that Mary had had a lefter. John
had had oue that had contdined no mention of her. She
advanced an imperceptible distance. Then jealousy stab-
ted her sharper than a sword, She tumed her back on
the girl and went into the cotiage.
After that there was a dreary time of watching and
wait'ng for the two women. Ross was ng schoflar gnd
Was very shy about reve:ling the fact, and Joln was
getiny Ha'f blnd. The ~ansuish which Rose endured
while John's finger crept slowly down the war news
nitht after night, the more “intoleranle waiting 1hrough
the- days till John should come home to read for her
thace odd hieroglvrhies which might mean so much
to her, were eruel. And to be sure Mary Kelly eould
tell nt the first glance if Jack was sale, if onc mizht
Treathe a, sich of rclief for oneself with a sigh of pity

for the many whose sons’ rames appearsd in that dreg-
ded list,

when .

He was’

do

gave Rose's character its distinetipgp

To be sure the garden and everytbing about it Bad
tecome sadly ohanged from what it- was when -Jack
Vas ab home, although Rose worked _indelatigably,
worked HiJl her back could hardly'straighten itself, %ill
her limbs ached and her head swam. She was planting
cabbazes one mild, fine spring day, when she-heatd the
foundl cf rushing feet close by, and some one flung the
little pate open and made straight for her: It was
Mary Kelly, but' se wild, so digordered; -that she was
almost unrecognisable for the quiet refined girl of every
day life. She had a -newspaper in her hand which was
lying open in the March wind.

‘He's hurt,” she cried, ‘ he's hurt. He’s been struck
by a plecs of shell. He's §n hospital.’ ’ -

Apratently  she had forgothen the injuries she had
suffered at Rose's hands, amd had come bo her as the
one other heing on earth who loved Jack a8 she dnd.

Then the something rezlly fine and high-minded which

> appeared, . A
. * We hbave to bear it together,” she said, azd pass-
Mg an arm about Mary's shoulders she led her within
the cottage and elosed the door, ito the great disap-
Pointment of the neizhhors who had followed in Mary’s
wake., andf were coming as near as “they dared, con-
sidering Rose's formidaple name, . -

In the sad vicissitudes of the days thyt followed the
lwo women clung together. Sometimes there was no
N2ws at all ; sometimes the news was of a varying
shade of Blackness. T4 was some weeks Dbefore the firgt
gl.mmer of hope came, and those weeks had made Rose
old and Mary a speotre of her former comeliness,

But at last there was hope, and when the " hope ,
onee came it grew stronger and brighter every day. In
fact Jack mended so rapidly that im barely +twao
Months time from the date o which he hed Teceived
his wound he wag reported as dismissed hospital, * and
retirned to active service. But by that time the worst
gf the war had spent jtsdif and Jack was soon coming
ome, -~ -

Leng before that, however. #he. most complete re-
concl'iption ‘hiad heen efiected b’etweeu Jack's m(?theraned
“ary. They had become the closest apd- dearest of -
friends. Reconciliation wag hardly the word, when Mary
vc;oun’l not listen to ‘Rose’s_abasement of herselr, ¢ Sure
‘fmere§ nothing to forgive between us,” she would say,
and {if there was, would't I have to be forgiven for
tahﬂg him from you 7 '

_ . Ano‘her stranze +hin happened that spring, Mrs.
i\h celliy Ulilaill é;dJeffuteflﬂ from g-her brother jn Amlzarincga,, a b]'ros:

unneard’ of for man rs. i

He hail made money and szg-a ottty Oing home.
1323 slope

1t was possible ing to add i

E;Erci:v bpu:_:ds. He was a widlow'erg?wigthnuta‘cﬁi?grég?
e ‘e Wanbed his sister amg her children tq liv-e".with

" 1t would have been g bad lookout for Mat  Bra
g}{vn if Mary had not been training up +the ghiﬁl}ii?gnBIf:r
A d\ivay Bver simce she-hagd been of an age to make
i iﬂt;ermqn from her mother’s slatternliness. The lit-
7 Eills were at {Hg convent school, the boys were with
Wyg}}(‘hnsthan Brothers. Their fages® were so polished
sol h 1a:;oa,p and water, their hanr so sleek, their clgtheg
thame WaMted_ and brushed and S0 carefully rended
mone could have Sunposed they were {he children of

The children hgd begun to t
YWy on one side in am affecti S b
2rown g0° ane 10 Boing, pae! :nate manner. She hag

Iy ; Chfiirtin the sun, while
Leanwed, that she
-tor prumple over the sc,'.anvd i, Amost

A lous misuse of wy.
serubbine c a0 e &
degth- of c:glﬂ. brushes it was like to give her

i ab Was g become of Mar wh
f%?ﬂ?a‘rm?“md up to the mountain Farm 9 Iyt': WOﬁllld 171131:
ort Mag come and go to Rose ag she ‘had
Nootu] 0. Slhneg -Biddy ang Katey had Proved
olv]l ahout the hou ary had beem a goon

Was sSure o cet legve after hig
Mary and his mo-
0 one Wolan as -wel) as _‘Hgg,llovmg letters

“to Gibraltar instead of 10 Pngland and, of cours
; ; . ., of . e,
hac‘»r was woing with her, There g';w'a,s no knowing wheq
% Wwoul have legve now, when he wauld he able to
eome  home and marry Marv. And to be sure if He
could  eome Home itself, wouldn’t he bave %o go back
a%ain apl serve hig e ? It would onfy be a honey-
moeon andd he wnulg have to o bhack again. o
{To be concluded next week,)



