
acnibj-while the other men smoked their pipes afterthe dinner hour at Spillane's. ■*
She worked with tenfoldi energy, but h,er power ofaccompliiiunent was less. She had repelled the neigh-bor's sympathy, and now it was offered no more. Theylespected the closed door, the forbidding back "whichRose turned to the world when, she worked in the gar-den. It was wonderful how in Jack's absence the weedsmade headway, wonderful.how the hedges grew ragged,the grass dishevelled1, how untidiness and disrepair sei*-'ed on everything.
To be sure John did his best, but John was get-ting old. People said hb had aged suddenly whenJack went away. When he came home from wo-r,k hewas better content to^ sit and smoV€, wuthT the headof Grip, Jack's old terrier, on his Inee, than to doanything more strenuous. Grip was a trouble to.Rose '

too. He was always listening for a foot, turning hiseyes on her with a dumb question that made the Poorwoman suffer acutely, i
No letter came from Jack, no such loving messageas would have lit up the lonely present with hope forthe future. The other boys,-'wrote home at long in-tervals. They were no great scholars and letter writ-m-r was a pain to them,. Jack was all right. He was'tvfmSfni?^ > !t Aurairal

'
s shiP, not on the " Knighti??Sl tt r,^ aS eXrert as a^ody in a vlryWt.e Uiine. He hadn't much to say when they saw

Once there was a message, but for John, a tenderfTlirhim^Rn^^V116 B man's obdurate heart hadla led tarn. But of Rose not a word. Not a line fromSZArgkS*"* "c Was * »«* **« -"o°,ar"o°,ar
Rose rarely went out now, never unless necessity

called her. Once or twice she had seen Mary Kelly'stall figure apprcachi'n.s; her, and had turned, back to hero,vn house to avoid meeting her. She would watchirom behind a window curtain Mary pass with her chinin the air. Mary's pride was at, least equal to herown.tfut, despite her spirit, Mary was looking badly. ThatcbJ-n now wh-ch had been so round and white hadshrunk and showed a thinness of {fie neck. Sorrow
w « S.lv er eltS anid hsx pret*y "&h* color- "

"T«li«^ f
h Jrnor ?an of old

-
and walked with' amorelagging footstep when Rose's eyes were riot upon her ■Sometimes her head drooped as though the great massof corn-colored plaits it carried were too muoh for

tw
T2 ?\,tUre Sbe worked harder tham ever. Her mo-ther had had a worse winter than usual with the rheuwnr?H'rrd+r<3 in' bed halfh'alf her time l,d Maryworked lake three people to earn her little salary atmotheT^H' +H

nWeep the Cabdn over thelStlets
RinO ê^ year'u !Wo 7ears Passed, Jim and Paddy Ln'd«»L ? !2*h lad -their few wee ŝ of holiday, had Ifluttered the girls immensely with th^irpicturesquesail-or garb ard the'r sun-browned comeliness. Each had aIS /neP°hrtft +

° f JaCk -t0 ma'<c in his tacituTn manner
KeUv TW

Carned * messa ê from Ja^ 1o Maryiveiiy. There was no messa-e for the mother. She In'dISITS Zrl0^ tbal> Smote her to the »»art rt tnemessasjes whirfc were carried e-lsewher.3. After each ofthin" n? W
Mt7 noti??aMy Picked up, reined SOn£tninT oi! her old comeliness, her old springing steplhe time came when Jack was with the Naval Brig-ade before Ladysmith. When the news first arrived thathe had gone to thjj front there was a half rapproche-ment between the two women. Mary passing by the

nf
Ul?n>tn°^»' afc'-stood £or a barely Perceptible fraction?L«, r ]^° mS at JaClk

'
s mother. £he had some-aSrt S

rtp
m+^ er /6-f/6-f

* Wh'lch was her talisman against lifeSf wS Jh Y&i-i*,?Uld not keep her from asking her-fZ St le adJßt hira g0- Rosfe a step orS.HW?6 n^ +*J'aiMar? had had a letter. John£dv.!^ °'ne *at had.cont-aTnedl n° mention of her. -SheS2T? ln distance. Then jealousy stab-fi?55 a^wen^So^h^o^^ te °"
After that there was a dreary timeof watching, andwaitng for the two women. Rose was no scheflar airlr»*+- Very

w ??yi.i?b?ut revealing the fact, and John wasge tmz ha-'f blmd.^ The 'aiwruish which Rose enduredwhale John's fi^er crept slowly down the war newsS?fl Vii1"^ th'lm°re in*olerable waitine; troughthe- days till John should come home to read for herhVw^WM^fCh might mean SO+?n +' +W « IUeVI UeV And *° be sure MaiT KellybouM*!jj »* the glance if Jack was safe, if oneSitbreathe a, SI?H of rci'ef for oneself with a sig-li of pity
ded ?tet many 6 S°nS

'
mmeS apPearefl in thatdrea-

To be sure the garden and everything about it had-
become sadly changed from what' it -

was when -Jackwas at home, although Rose worked indefatigably,worked tijl her back could hardly*
straighten itself, tillher limbs ached and .her head swam. She was plantingcabbages one mild, fine spring day, when she-heardthesound cl rushing feet close by, and some one flung the■if fi OPsV aud made for her: It wasMary Kelly, bpt- so wild, so disordered, that she wasalmost unrecognisable for the quiet refined girl of everyflay Me. She 'bad a - newspaperin her hand which wasiiyins open in the March wind

by ::Htiic^vs& cxsk KosSi »He
"
s beenstru*

suff^TT^ *\h^ fOTS° tten the injuries she hadsuffered at Roses hands, and had comedo her as theone othfer being on earth wholoved Jade as she tfc!d.Then thesomething really fine and Mgh-manded whichgaY« W^Wv 81 its distinction &>£s? >

home ' P tsci£ and Jack was soon coming

there's naiUvi *„ fn?Tc\aJ>«<fflimt of herself. " Sure'
andIff there4s wSIStVhh

6"6" !?"' ■*■> "»M»"taking him from' ycT?' aye> to te tosiven Jot

ffpcp
c .^version from her mother^^^ft^v age to make

Jack was going,with her V^ 1 a?'d' of c6urse»would Save® Sve now whS TSTS no lrjlowinff wh*n°
0^ home and^rr^ k^jSaT00? be able *°

°o«W come flome itself wSldn't i?i 1° be sure if «"«a«aln. ana serve his timp^ t? A h.ave to g° bac]f
-con« he w^^?; -!v

n
be a honey,

(To be concluded next week.)

Thursday, April 2, 1908 NEW "ZEALAND TABLET 7


