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* ious traditions from which the higher life of the Huro-
' pz:.i hations has sprung, and with whichi- that Jife is ie-
nissolubly linked.” As in the past, so too to-day,
. stands forth, almost alome in many countries, as the
_ champion of the vighis of conscunce, and of the Iregdom
of the spiritual order against the tyranny and overwee-
ning power of the dechristianised States that would op-
Tess them. o )
P How_ grand is the idea of the dignity of man which
the Chuteh’s docimne' of his spiritual life presents, The
"-image of God impressed upon his soul brings with it a
. heritage of infinite perfectiiiily and etera,a} life. His
Fersonmglity, his character, his liberty of will, of cop;
. science, and of spirit become his richest .possessu)‘n. His.
highest ndbilily is not derived from bhe riches.or the hon-

ors that this world can give, but from the title~deeds -

of Redempiion by whiclias Son of bl(;e? Most Hagh He is
niitled to ithe inheritance of Para ise.
‘ All this should be borne in mind if we may hope t(:l
solve the problems which the social or!ier of the worl
of to-day presents. Men’s minds are d_lstracted.by thx;.
inequalities that are found in the various classes ol
mankind, apparently incompatible with the ideas of jus-
tice that prevail, bhut for which nevertheless all humag
lezislation fails to fird a remedy. Such a _remet;ly wogl
soon be found were men to take for their guide the
standard which Religion presents.” The Commandments
of ¢old were engraven on tablefcs of stone. The precepts
of the Redeemer are to be written on the Jhearts of men.
How admiragble are the lessons which those divine pre-
cepts convey. Whelher we he rich or poor, whether we
be of high or low hirth, all are mgual at the Lar of eter-
nal justice. The soul of the humblest outcast weighs
egually with that of the wealthiest citizen. Love of
justice, hatred of inigwity, the doing of good shall be
the criterion of merit for all. Every class of cilizen
has ifs trights ; it has its daties also. Whilst the former
are guarded and asserted, the lalter should -not reman
unfulfilled. Religion is not 5 matter of theory -or specu-
Iative ideas ; it imposes practical duties upon ail. Its
Icaven should permeate eery condition of life. 1t _or-
dains justice and charity in all. It condemns egotism,
and selfishness and indquity, wherever they may be found.
To solve the problems f the world to-day, men should
iae to heart the Iesson which the records of history
teach, that in the domain of Holy Chuxch throughout
the centuries, there has been for all nations an lnexhau:?—
tible stream of happiness, contentment, and other mani-
told blessings, » divine stream that has its fountain bead
ati the foot of the Cross. The Cross of the Redeemer is
the symbol of life and blessedness for all. His words
erer find an echs in Holy Church: * I have compassion
on the mullitude '; * Whoscever desires to be idy  dis-
¢iple, Jet him take up his cross every day and follow Me.!
Let those who would promoie the welfare of men anr
Would desire to sceure for them contentment and bles-
Sedness lead them to drink of these waters of joy and
gladness, and thus restore | happiness and peace “to  the
Whole world : ¢ Christ yestgrday and to-day, lhe same
for evermpore. .

113,

.. The third preat gift of tha Di.
Church is the abiding sacrifice of Hig mercy and love.
The Gospel narrative presents  innumerable scemes from
the Divine Redeemer's public ministry which reveal His
infinite power and wisdom combined with infinite nIercy
and love, It appears to me that the closing scene in the
upper roonr of Jerusalem in sublimity and graideur sur-
basses them all. He hag gathered {he chosen disciples
around Him, and in the words of the Evangelist : “Cum
dilexisset, Suos.qui erant in muudo, in finem didexit cos.
51, John Chrysostom interprels the words in finem to
mmean the supreme anpg crownling manifestation of His in-
Inite love. The spostles had come to eat of the Paschal

mb, He makes thom partakers of the true eternal Pasch-
gl Lamhb, He mstitutes the'Blessed Eucharist, as a  Sac-
fament for the spiritual life of tie world, and as a
Sacrifice Yo give glory to the Most High. As a Sacrifice
l-IehJ enshrined in it the holocaust of Hlis own divine life,
by olocaust infinitely fruitful apd far-reaching and all-
pleasing to the Father; as g Sacrament., He became
nourishnent, strength and joy of

ine Redeemer fo His

Timself the heaveni,
faithiul souis, v

1 Commenta.‘ro_rs on the Ol Testament rcfer o the cro-
-atlve words * Fiat lux,” *Let there be light,” ag
imost perfect model of simplicity of expression and mar-

- Yellous efficacy of result, But no less remarkabl
_ simplicity, combined with able Yor

infinitely -grepter fruitfulness,
is phe Redeemer's utterance * Hoe fagcitp,’ * Do this,’éslfv
Which He endowed Holy Church with i

His own eterpal
Saerifice through-
with inefiahle effica-
ven, bestows on man-

.~Pri=est-hoo_d and perpetuated. His infinite
out 211 time. - That simple formula,
- €Y, Imseparahly links earth with hea

she -

bind the incomparable offering of divine worship, and
throughout all time brings a pLaradise on earth within
the reach of the failhful soul
. On 100,000 aitars the Church every day perpetuates
ths holocaust of the Divine Redeemer, and the Fro-
* Phet’s words are-fulfilled : * From ihe rissng of the sun,”
even 1o the going down, My name is great -among 1lhe
. gentlles, and in every place there is Sacrifice and- there
is offered o My name a cloan oblation : for My name
is great -atmong  the Gentiles, saith the Lord of_ hosis.’
. (Malaeh. i., 11) -
We are somelimes accused af muliiplying sacrifices ot
the Mass and substituting them for one dll-satisfying
holocaust of Calvary, and of thus derogating to the
dignity and efficacy of the sacrifice of the Cross.. Such
accusations proceed from the crassest ignorance of the
Catholic doctrine of Holy Mass, The Mass in its sacred
riwual ;:yrqbolises the Sacrifice of the Cross, but furthec-
nore in ¥s sacrificial hearing it perpetuates the one
Yacrifice of Redemption. It is not 2 difierent sacrifice
from that of the Cross ; but it is the very same sacri-
fiee hiidden from material gaze under sacrfed symhols. The
é_hme_SacrlﬂCe_ ~is perpetuated in heaven. The Lamb as
At slafin, yet li ing, is ever present on the golden altar
l:(_afore God's throne, ‘interpellans pro nobis ? ever pleg-
Uing for the human race. The same Divine Holoeaust
hidden under the sacramentaj veils of Bread and Wine is
day by day offered to the Father on the altars of

Chyristendom,

Sometimes, too, the Church has been accused of ex-
treme rigor in her precept which enforces attendance at
Holy Mass on Sundays under grave obligation. Men,

is sa:xd, might well - recite their pPrayers elsewhere
and assist at instruction and thus sanctify the Sun-
day without ~additional duty of comfng to  the
Qhureh_ for such plous exercises. But the assisting at
Mass is something far dificrent from assembling gt
PIayers and receiving religious instruetion. Such pray-
ers and instruction are most salutary and merid mani-
foll blessings. Holy Mass is 1ihe supreme act of wor-
ship and homage, instituted by Our Saviour, perpetua-
ting His présence op earth, giving glory to the Most
High, and bringing within the reach of faithful souls
the ineffable blessings of the holocaust of His life, suf-
" ferings, and death. During ihe Holy Sacrifice -we are

as traly preseat 1o our Blessed Lord, as were the
sherberds ~ at Bevhlehem, as were the disciples in Gali-
lee, and as were the faithful women of Jerusalemn at
the foot of the Cross on Calvary.” We ofier to God
the most perfect holcoaust all-plegsing in His sight,
we perform the sublimest act of divine worship, and
whilst propitiating the Divine Majesty we may -confi-

deatly pelition for all the spiritual blessings ¢f ‘which
we stand in need. * ’

. Throughout the trying time of perseculion our
Fathers braved every hardship, and faced death itself
that they might assist at {he Holy Sacrifice. The
Arch-persecutor Olver Cromwell, in his pride of tyr-

anny, made it his boast that wheresoever his sword
could reach no Mass would be said. And vet despite
his threais, the failhlul in Freland assembled on the
hill-sides and in the remote valleys or silent caves, at
morning’s dawn, around the rude altar where, under
the hroad canopy of heaven, the pgood shepherd,
ready to lay down  his life for his flock, bidding defi-
ance to the wind and hail and snow, offered - up the
Holy Saerifice, Such heroism was invincible, = such
Plety coudd not but be crowned with the abiding  vie-
tory that heaven-has accorded to it :
And here another thought prescnts itself..
fulfilling her marvellous mission the Church has availed
of the auxiliary aid, which the arts in their ¥aried
resources presented, and at the same time she perfec-
ted those arts in their highest ideals” and crowned
themy with immortal splendor. Even in the Catacombs
with the sword- of persecution ever lmpending over
them, the early Christians were intent on the adorn-
ment of tle centres of sacrifice, and of the &hrines_ of
devotion to the intent that the malerial structure might
i some way embody their concepticns of the Saeri-
fitce which was offered, and of the Deiilsy_ Who.tm t'h!e}:i
Alored and maght gie expression to their pie y an
love. When pe%l.ce gmiled gpon the Church fhen indeed
were the monuments of religion mulfipled by the faith-
ful, resplendently showing forth their ardor of devotion
and thelr conception of the supreme worship which is
the Creator’s due, . .
" Better than any words of mine, an expert in the
sphere of Christian art will tell you of the triumphs
achieved by Holy Church in 1his indirect outcome of
her Divine mission. * How little could friend or foe_ of
the new-born Faith have foreseen that out of it there
should unfold itself a poetry infinitely greater, an art
infinitelv hipher than the old world had ever seen: that
this Paiih which looked so rigid, so austere, even so
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