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ANCIENT INVENTIONS

Eivery now and then it is aiscovered that some ex-
tremely ‘ mudern’ in.ention is in reality exceedingly
cli. rorexamue, the Safety - pin, far lrom being a no-

—vel.y or even of recenl ocigin, is decidedly ancient—a
fact made certain by the finaing of a great many sucn
bins, f.shioneq exacily lire fhose of to-day in old Ho- -
mar and E.ruscan tombs, dating back to a period a
soud de.l eailier than the birth of Chrigt,

The salcty pimn, in truth, was sn article of common
use in ltaly long belore the Roman, Empite gttained the
haght of its gory. Some of thein wers exactly like
th.se of to-day, utiising the familiar principle of coil-,
ed 5. r.o:s and catch (says the * Scientific Awerican ),
but the mateilal of which they were made seems always
%o ha.e heen bronee. They took on a development, how-
€. 8., far more remalsable 1han our modern salety pus,
many of them being gulve large aftairs, ten inches or so
lu length and hoilow,” as if dlsigned to he attached bo
the guwn in front and possibly  contain something or
cth.r—couceiva ly flowers. Not infrequently they were
ornamented wih gems. . .

Another ancient inventicn was the collar stud.
is true that the anci.nt Romaing did not wse buttons to
fasten their garmenis, but for 1his very reason salety
Lins were more urgently required ; and ihe latter seem
to have been supplemented by studs of bronze, which
were in shape exactly live those of to-day. Of course,
people in thoze times were no collars ; but the little
contrivance in cMslion was utilised in other ways. Pro-
bably—and inde.d ihe assumption is not a rash one—it
had’ in that early epoch the same habit as now of rol-
lng undir a piece of furniture on slight provocation for
ths purpose of cluding o servation and pursuit, with the
usual perversity of inanimate objects.

Of all modern inventions none seems to bslong more
ty ically to ths present day than, the so-called MeGill

It

1aver fasftencr—ihe small hrass contrivance used fo
fasten a pum er of sheets of paper  wogether.
Yet, though it has been patented, it was well WFnown

more than two thousand vears ago, being wused by the
sodiers of Rome as an incidental of their costume. The
te't of th'n coprer worn by ibe ancient legionary was
f sten.d to n stiip of cloth, for linihg, with a series of
Litls brene clamps eXactly li"e the paper fastemer ip
question.

The Smithscnian Instifuticn gt Washington has got
tozetier a very intercs dng co’lection of such ancient in-
vinins. Anwong other obiecls belonging to the same
c‘}t"-gory are thimbles many  thousand years old.
Thev are of bronze ard their outer surfaces  show  the
fimidar :ndontutions for enzaging the head of the nee-
dle. Indecd, {hese thimbles are much like modern ones,
borrin; the fact thit they have no tops to cover the
enc[ of ihe finger. For that maltler, however, many
thimiles of to-day are topless.

The women in those days had bronze hod «{ns, made
Just ii.e those in use now, and for toilet purposes they
umnployed small tweszers of a pattern fthat has not been
aiticred in two thousand years. To hold their hair in
place they had noy hil. upon the notion of bending a
wire double, but they used for that purpose straight
Lronze ping made exactly li.e modern hatpins, with big
spherical heads. It is from this early type of hairpin, in
truth, thit the hatpin of to-day is derived. Mayhap the
a.ci nt Roman virazo, when aroused %o rage, plucked
an imrrovised dagger from her back hair and employed
1, vizorously.

In 1he colleclicn rcferred to are a  number of fish
hools. not less than thres thousand vears old, ohtained
from aneient Swiss lake dwellings. They are of Lirenze
and in :hipe ate exactly lize the most improved modern
fizh hooks. They have the sime curves and 1he same harks
wilh a similar expansion at the top.of the shank for
the atiachment of the line. B uring the metal of which
they are compos:d, they mizlt have been nizde yvester-
day. Other curios from the old Etruscan tombs are
strainers, ladles, spoons and knives of hronze, Such
articl.s, as well as bronze daggers and olher weapons
and utensils, were cast more commonly in moulds that
were carved out of hard stone, a pair of stopes being
required to produce the object, which wag alterwards
poli h-d and otherwise elagorated. Among the most in-
teresting of the contrivances for the toilet is a  fipe
tooth combi of ivorv, which in shape is precisely like the.
fine tooth eombs of to-day. i

Of course, the gentleman of ancient. Rome was oblig-
ed to shave himself, unless he-chose to wear g heard,
and for this purpose he used a razor which -must have
ma’e th operation decidedly severe, It was not af all
li e modern razors, but (as shown by a specimen in the

-fdenture while the gums are healin

reniiulloniadl CoLECLION) Was OF LLOnse alitl SOUlsWwieb luae
a swad slcale, veny broad 1n the moon shaped ljl.ude
ad wivh a handie rigidly at.ached. N

L0 i well known tnut the  ancient Romans Xnew
how o plawe ohe metal witn another. They made and
sowe of them (lixe Licero) wore faise teeth. ‘Lhe mamm-
faslure of glass was eniirely 1amiliar to 1hem, and that
ey ~new 1he modern method or nwending bronen pots by
m.ans of rivets has been snown by ihe discovery  of
ma«ny pieces of poutery thas resiored. 1t  seems rather

iy

surp:ising that they did not acquire the axt of primting
With movaole types, imasmucl as ‘they came 50  -very
near it. They had wooden hlocss carved with words
-in reverse, by means of which {hey stamped words on
Lo.tery while the latier was yet unbaked and §oft.

Every Roman gentleman had a lat¢hiey which fitted
tae door of his dwelling. 1t was attached to a finger
ring, so that it could mot be easily lost and would al-
ways be ready for convenient uss, no matter what the
hour or condition of the owner.

Naturally, the Roman damse] or matron had Lo have
somebhing in” the way of a looking gfass, and it 18 odd
to find that her hand mirror was precisely of thc; most
Faghionakle modern shape. It was of polished brouze,
hecause the art of silvering glass to make it serve gs
a reflector was the unknown. At that epoch people must
have had a much less vivid idea of what they locked
like than they have nowadays, and it is easy to imagine
that a looking glass such as one may huy in 1907
would have been worth a considerable fortune in Rome
two thousand vears ago.

- . Securing Lion Cubs -
—— e 4 .

To steal a litter of lion cubs is not so difficult a
fe.t as might pe suprosed. in the heait of the deepgsa,
uarsest tangle of cone, thorn, and wush-1ope, the lion
lotuer has worsed a clearing a.d scralcied and gath-
eted a nest of leaves andl pruss upon wlich to bew her
Young. Here the yellow baoies lis, hoddied and mewing,
or sprawhing over one anotber in sitten play, while tne
auXlous moher, fawniwg close peside her magnificent lord
and master, kies, chin on forepaws, eyes closed, and eaxrs
alert and twitching. Not in the wide world, it would
s.em, was lamily ever so profected. And yet, safely
hiddin in a thicket to leeward, where no wind ¢an car-
vy 1he strong hwman scent, recogmsable to almost every
warmrblooded creature except man himself, the trapper is
ba:d at work. Beside him is a pair of Kalfir hunters,
wi.h their guns and repeating rifies, and hour after hrour
the men sit s.lently until the lion parents, unsuspicious
ol impending danger, depart to hunt for their meal,
O.ten as a preliminary, the wale lion lowers his nose
toward ihe ground and emits fhat terrifying, reverhera-
ting bass roar- that strikes panic to the hsars of ull
living things within earshop, and starties them to a
betraying flighi—the very object of ihe rogr, it is sup-
Dosed. The crack of a dried twig sounds sharply ;
sCarcely more than as if wafted hy a sudden breeze the
brush and brushes rustle and part, and with Jingly head
uplifted and nostrils scenting, the magnificent monarch
steps, soft-padded and noiseless~ through the fhickes,
{ llowed by- his regal spouse. One houras two, and even
three may pass before the fons have struck down their
buek ; and the kidnappers, making sure only that the
formidable beasts have gone, mowve to heir robbery. On
hands and knees, creeping and crawling as only experi-
enced hunters can, noiseless and ever ready for suddem at-
tack, the men progress through the maze of cane and
tine and bush until they come to tha thicket where fhe
young ones lie aslcep, They may be kittens, with eyes
Scarcely more than open, and may be picked up and
tragged before they can stigger away on tiny legs : - or
they may be four-week oid  whalps, lively “and frisky,
showing their inborn hatred of man by spitting i apd
trying to scratch when picked up in arms. Four, five
even six young lions may be gathered up in this way to
te borne to thle nearest station and raised in captivity
while out of the depbhs of the jungle, deep into the
enitrxht, roll the rumbling challenges of the bereaved par-
nts. .
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MYERS & CO., Dentists, Octagon, GOI”BBI—Of Geor
Street. They guaraniee the highest class of workeo gg
moderate fees. Their artificial teeth give general sat-
Isfaction, and the fact of them supplying a temporary

1 g does away with th
nconvenience of being months t .

s 0T without teeth. They
manufacture a single artificial tooth for Ten ‘Shillings,
and sets equally moderate. The administration of nit.

Tous oXide gas is also a great boon to those L
the extraction of a tooth._ ‘s . n?efl ng



