
MARRIAGE
SHAW— HAVES.— At St. Mary's Church, Hokitika, onJanuary 13th, 1908, -by the Rev. FatherGilbert,Mary Ellen,eldestdaughter of the late Patrick Hayes, to George Shaw,Wellington. - -

DEATH
CARROLL.— On January 28th, 1908, at her parents'residence,BaldHillFlat,Johanna Elizabeth,youngestdaughter

ofPierceand ElizabethCarroll,aged21years.— Hest inpeace.

INMEMORIAM
McCORMICK.— Of yourcharity pi-ay for therepose of thesoul of AliciaMcCormick, who diedFebruary 4th, 1905.— RI.P.
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THE PORTUGUESE TRAGEDY

§H£RE has been' a plot" in Lisbon, some pro--
tniscuous shooting "by armeel .regicides ..

around a royal carriage in the openstreets, '
and. once" again -Mazzini's oft^preached -doc-
trine -of political assassination has claimed
its victims. This time it is the blood of
King Carlos of Portugal and of his- murder-
ed son, the Crown Prince, that calls' to

heaven. The -assassins had quite evidently, intended, 'at
on© fell swoop, to '

remote
'.to another sphere all " the

members of the Royal Family there present. But the
apparently tardy defenders recovered) from their first
shock of surprise in time to avert the supreme sacri-

-
fioe— to save, though by- a narrow chance,' the lives of

the distractedQueen and Prince Manuel. And thus it
happens that Portugal has yet a King, and the iappy;
Que(en of yesterday is the weepingRegent of to-day..

%

Rulers have had so many trials and blisters inevery
age that one ponders how; the trite expression ever
arose: 'As happy as a King:' In olden days,- danger
to the life of a ruler £ apart from"the chances of war and
accident' and disease) came chiefly,from the hand of some
aspirant to the royal or ducal throne or

"
presidential

chair. The eighteenthcentury .crystallised,the movement
which objected to the ruler who happened to wear a
crown or diadem uponhis head; and the-nineteenthcen-
-tury created what-Carlyle calls lthe choking, 'sweltering,

1 deadly, and killing rule of no rule— anarchism.1 Alfred
the Great.was, perhaps,jtoout, the ojaly ruler of ancient
or modern times who-felt~thlankful :for.c>the dangers,which
compassed-him round about, he regarded them' as sontie,
!blessings disguised in fierce-looking.masks and playing

tough but kindly-meant'practical jo-loes upon him.
""

Oh,
what a happy man,1 he once exclaimed, "

that .man
(Damocles) that,had a naked sword hanging over his
head from a single thread, as to me.it always did !.'
Another of his sayings has a melancholy applicability
to the murdered Portuguese royalties, whose blood was
shed by children of their own nation .as well as by

the hand of
-
assassins from beyond-their borders. " De-

sirest tbou power ?' Alfred asked. « But,' answered-he,' thou shalt never obtain it without sorrows— sorrowsfrom strange foilt, and yet keener sorrows from thine
own kindred.' 'Hardship and sorrow!' exclaimed" heat another time; « not a king but would wish to bewithout these, if he could. ButIknow thathe cannot

'" '
In many, respects thelot of rulers, as of the masses, iscast nowadays in .pleasanter places than of old. Butatno time, perhaps, in the history of civilised ■ countrieshave rulers-whether Kings, Kaisers, Tsars, "or Presi-dents-had more reason to dread the lurking, blow ofthe -banded assassin;at ,no time have' they had a keqneror more pressing sense of being as hunted animalswithsleuth-hounds ever in -restless pursuit, i" "

It appears that the, sword had been for some timehanging over the head of King Carlos-or, rather, thePistol had been pointed at his heart, and the regicideawere but waiting till opportunity should pull the trig-,ger. The lurid fanaticism of the anarchist found- an ad-ded pretext in the racking political maladies that have
"

been for some time,past afflicting Portugal.
'
The orig-inal sir. that brought on"this weight of political woewas (according to report) the prevalence of

'
graft » -

inparliamentary and administrative life, and the fierce ran-cor of party strife which, during the early months ofhe past year producedsomething like a legislativedead--lock. Then (in May) the late King dissolved the Cor-tes ; no new Parliament was called together " the Pre-mier (Senhor Franco) and the Ministry were vested'with -
dictatorial powers ; and the governments the country

"

IromT ?bY deCre- TheSe temP<^ departures
farV?6 C"st°marJr constitutional methods of rule hadtor their object (says the London " Times ', the -restora-tion of purity to Portuguese politics. But they not un-naturally produCed sbarp discontent a fiiL to?he"KTf "°^ the republican i"^.«*«£&£disturbed conditions in which the organised forces of dis-order can most .safely transfer their activity from the

"

underground cellar and the dark conventicle to toe
'

sur!

stead But, judging, from such news -as has come truw

er or B^nta,- but their mUo fc .nl°^ ""
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iA- BOOK
For the Home, for the Priest's Table, the CollegeLibrary,
t'ae School Library, the Parochial Library, the Public

Library, tb.9Prize List, the WeddingGift.11Lectures and Replies."
BY THE ARCHBISHOP OP MELBOURNE."The Ohurob. and theBible,"« ThePrimaoy of theRoman i

Pontiff," "The Primaoy Farther Considered," "The ".'
.Origin of the Church of England," " The

Church of England and theChurch
Catholic" " ■

"

THE JUBILLEE EDITION. "
--

930 Pages, Handsomely Bound in Cloth,Gilt Letters.
Worth a barnful-of expensive 'book-fiend' books

that cost from 30s to £12 each.
Published price Bs, Posted 8s lOd.... - -Apply, ,- ,> ■

MANAGER, 'Tablet," . V-.V' I)unedin.-

MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
PergantDirectores etScriptores-NewZealand Tablet,Apps-^

tolica Benedictione confortati,Religionis et Justitia causampromovereper vias YeritatisetPacts.
Die4 Aprilis, iqoo. LEO XIII., P,M.

TRANSLATION.— Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the,
Directors and Writers of the NewZealandTablet continue to
promote the causeofReligionandJustice by the -ways of Truthand Peace,

April4, xqoo. LEO XIII,, Pope.


