
upon, people that have a local habitation arida name.But the Bruce County councillors very properly refusedto allow the varlct's communication to be read. '.'lf,
said the chairman, 'a ratepayer is not.man enough toput his signature to a document, the Bruce County
councillors are men enough to leave such a communi-
cation severely alone '.^ 'And so say all of us',

quoth the councillors, in effect.' *
The pagan Roman Emperor Trajan fedthe Christians to wild beasts, by whose teeth they

"

were ground-noble wheat of God !-and had
'

themslowly roasted to death in the Coliseum-beautifulglow-worms of the Most High ! He ordered tortureand death, upon a large scale, but even" his -paganheart refused to,tolerate the slings and arrows ofthe anonymous accuser. 'He drew the line there. Inour own time, ' literary roughs
'

is the epithet flung by
'

Dr, Oliver Wendell /Holmes, the genial Poet of theBreakfast Table,- at the ill-conditioned masked men who
huTl anonymous accusations at people through thecolumns of the newspaper press or the pages of thelampoon. «It is understood-in good society ', says DrMaurice Francis Egan, ' that a man who writesaletterwhich he is afraid

'to sign with his own name, wouldhe or -steal. And Ibelieve he would 7. -Disraelihad
also a fine ."contempt for anonymous assailants whoselucubrations appear so often in the daily press. «Ananonymous writer ', said he in his denunciation, of the'
Globe

'
in 1836, '

should at least display power;butwe can .only view with contemptuous- levity the mis-chievous varlet who pelts us with m*:d as we" areriding along, and then hides behind a dust-bin '.1Anonymity ', said-Dr. Parker, of the- City Temple
(London) .a few years ago, 'is not modesty, thoughitmay easily be either impudence or cowardice '; Andeven that gentle soul, Cardinal Manning, granted thatit is extremely difficult for - a man- to av,6id saying
under a masV of anonymity what he would not saywith an open face-. * *-.In June, lfO6, at the meeting, of the WaikouaitiLicensing Committee, the chairman (Major Keddiell) de-
nounced, on biohalf of the Committee/ the practice of

'
anonymous accusations and described'it as '

cowardly '
and

'contemptible '. And four months later the _pre-_ sent Prime Minister, Sir Jose]h Ward, from his plaxse
in Parliament, described as lcowards ', 'worse than,

assassins ', "' .villains ar.d reptil.es"' the many '
jwho

■endeavor to shield themselves in Vriting anonymous -
letters to " public men ',"' reflecting on officers in differ-
ent parts of the Colony '. _ "And we^are told that'his
remarks " were " greeted with general expressions of ap- "

proval from members '. The,- anonymous accuser has
been here and there, a social bane. Perhaps; afterall,
there may be a substratum of justification for the ver-

dict of an American alienist, that ithis peculiarly,'
cowardly. form of attack "is an evidence of partial in-
sanity. In any case, the best treatment for the dis-

order is apparently that which was adopted- by the
Bruce County council and the New Zealand Parliament.

Newman and Rome
Falsehoods—

old Satan's ,thistle/down
—

are" carried
abbut by every winid of heaven. It was inevitable. that a foolish tale about the late Cardinal Newman

——
first set afloat by some Modernist® writer

—
should ini

d*ue course be wafted over the seas vto New Zealand.
Last week it lit upon a column in "a Wellington con-
temporary. 'Nobody"* the"story ran, 'is harder hit

by the Encyclical* (on Modernist errors) than Newman'.
Two correspondents^ promptly brushed tlie fairy tale
aside. One of them- quoted the following wordsof the

*
great Oratorian in regard to the Holy See :>— . '

_'. It is the decision of the Holy See, St. Peter has
spoken;. it is he who has cn;oined that which seems" to

-
us so unpromising. H> h s spo-en, and has a claim cm
us to trust him. He is no rccLise, no solitary student.
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Current Topics
A Fabrication * Made inGermany*

In Kipling's '
A Day's,Work ', a philosophising bit

of chalk maintained that ' there is no' sense in telling
too much truth '. A somewhat similar motto seems
to inspire sundry Continental newspapers and news
agencies- when it is a question of dealing with Cath-
olic ecclesiastical persons, proceedings,"or institutions.
On December 13, for instance, the following cable mes-
sage appeared in the daily papers of Australia and
New Zealand :— - "

' After discussing in conference at Cologne the re-
cent papal ajnti-ModC'i'nist Encyclical, the. majority of
the bishops, headed by Dr. Koipp> Archbishop of Breslau,
maintained that the "Vatican must be gi\en to under- «

stand that itmust first tal- cs soundings inGermanybefore
issuing an Encyclical affecting Germany '.

Tn our issue of December 19, we pointed out that
this story had a fish-li) e smell. It now turns out that
it is a fabrication. It was first set -afloat by the'

Koelnische Zeitung ', a paper whose hatred of the
Catholic Church and' of the Holy See is alone suffi-
cient to render its testimony suspect on a-priori
grounds. The story was besides, on tihe face of it,
so intrinsically incredible that it carried its own"refu-
tation. It has, moreover, been contradicted by the "'

Schl-esische VolkszeHung
'

and by:thex whole-Catholic-
press of Germany, and our European files by this
week's mails state that the Cardinal-Archbishop of -
Cologne has

'
given an official denial of the whole

statement, which he affirms to be a pure invention'.
Unfortunately, the curious code of

'
honor

'
and of com-

mercial probity that prevails in the offices of some of
the European cable agencies seems to demand that,
where the Catholic Church is concerned, no contradic-
tion of a calumnious tale shall be permitted to pass
through the wires that transmitted the original fake-
hood.

Drinking, Then and Now
Someone— we think it was in the days of Steele— '

prophesied that, as ci.ilisation ad.anced dielling v hard
d inl in^, and swearing would gradually die out among
the human race. The first pro hecy has long been faL-
fil'ed as regards English-stealing people. The secojnd
seems to be ir.O' ing, though slowly, to the same
consummation so devoutly to be wished. We still have,
among us the sodden topers and swillers of

' lickwid ,
li:enin

'
whose thirsty wish is that of the .Maltworm's

Madrigal :— i

'
Would that Iwere fish, pewly, and all the sea

were ale !' s

But we have happily moved far afield froiu the days
of the Calf's Head Clib and the prof ns revelry that
its members carried on. urdsr the guidance of Crom-
wdl's ex-chaplain. 'We drink,' said an English writer
of 1657, ' as if we were nothing but spcn.ges ' (wemod-
ernise the spelling). We have left behind for ever the
s.irit of ths time wh n

'
gentlemen

'
might, without re-

mar^, be
'

as drunk as lords
'

at social -funcfons ; when
(as Connor Sydney says)

'
hard drinVin? was quite th?

fashion,' and when
'
even members of Parliament found

it difficult to keep sober.' We are still far, very far,
'

from the things that the true temperance reformer hopes
for. But we are on the way. We should, however; dear-
ly like a little more pressure in Ih3 steam-chest, anda
better pace. For the road is long and the grade n
steep.

The Anonymous Assailant
There's a chiel- amang 'em' down in Bruce County

who has lately taken to the ungentle art and craft of
writing letters to the local council casting reflections

♥
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