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of the recently published tesiimonials from the Austra-
lasian Prelates in reviewing your latest wonk, ¢ The
Virginal' Life.”” The new chureh and scheol buildings

(eight in nuwmber) which .you hive been inslrumental in
erecting since your advent There are stonding monu-
ments of your real for the advancement of the spiritu--
al interests of this parish. Shovid you have the: priv-
ilege of an interview with o r Foly Father, in Rome,
vou will be ahle to assure his Holinrss thet the loyally
of your patishiners to him is as unhovnd 4 as that of
his children in eclder 1'nds. Wlrn you revisit old Ire-
land, the land cf your birth, which is to mosl of us
the dearest spot on carth, and exnerience the ialicity of
meeling the hierds of your bovh-od, we f-el that the
warmth of the genuine Trish ererting “wi'l make am-
cnds for the trials and sicis itudes of 2 twenty yrars'
exile. Asking you t_o accept fTh> actompanving purse of
sovereigns, and wishing vou a rrosperous voyape and a
safe return to your lomirg reovle, and honing that vou
will remember us in the Holy Sacrifce as we shall Scllow
You wWith our prayers.’ '

* Mr. Bartlett then asled the Verv Rev. Father
Power’s accentance of a purre of sovereigns. Yo doing
50 he referred to Father Power's long service of 21
years in the Dominion, snd his nine vesrs’ werk in
Hawera, saying he had always fourd that their priest
had «one ard was doing his best to forward the in-
terests of his floe™. Father Power hsd ssted that the
parishioners shoull not do snvthing f~r him, but the
pa_nshlonqrs had dicgheyed their priest for once. He
joined witl previous speakers in wishing their guests
a pleasant time and a safe return. '

The Very Rev. Father Power upon rising to rerly
was received with long-continued applause.  He said
Though I fec! I have not done much {o deserve them,
I am gratified by i{he sentimenls so Lindly and so
beautifully expresscd in this address. I am gratified,
not because my vanity has been excited, bul hecause
I feel I have parishioners kind and generovs emough to
discover and magnify the few points in my nersonality
that are not allogether worttless. 1 have, il is true,
paid some Milile atiention 10 1he children under my
care, I have built, or raiber I have persuadcd others
to bulld, one or two fhristian schocls ard con ends
here and elsewhere, and T have iried to speak in these
schools words of edificatien and enconragement’; bub 1
was performing a pleasant duty which had none of the
characteristics of a task. For children are fresh from
the hands of God, they are still unspoil~d and un-
spotted by the woild, and devotion to them is a joy
to the priest who labors fur them, while thelr grate-
ful, holy lowe is li%e a precipus fragrance round about

him. I have spo%en in you from the pulpit  three
times each Sunday during the rast rine years, but
when I examine my conscience to see if I have _al-

ways spoken afler that careful preparation and with
that dignity which reverence for -the word of God de-
mands, I know 1hat I stand more in need ¢f vour
prayers than of your praise, for it is a serious thing’
to stand in the sacramental presence ¢f the Divine
Master amd spealt a message in His name to thaose
who form His Mystic Body., 1t is true, that so far as
wy limited abililies enabled me, I hawe defended the
Faith and the honer ¢f Hely Church in the rages of
the secular press, but to neglect to do so0 would be
a grave dercliction of .duby, and for the opportunity
afforded me I have to thank the fair-mindedness and
more than commaon liberality of ihe edi‘ors of 1ihe ~
press in this parish. 1T have often spoken to you on
the duty of lovalty 10 the Pope, the Archkishop, and
the priests, and ‘I am glad 1o acknowledre that you
malre " most loyal spiriteal children. “There is an un-
swerving conslancy In yorr develion, in your seriice,
in youtr fidelity, in your love, wkich manifests ilself
under every varying circumstince and leases liltle to
be desired. I ¥now ihe demsands {hat T have made
upon your purse and ‘yorr patience, and I know how
expressive of faith and devotien has: been your un- -
varying response. Your allosion to my heloved-falher-
lamd and that< of - many _amonpst you is sweet and
graceful, Irelard is the home of natural and- super-,
natural- beauly, - still the fairest and still the  holiest
spot on earth; but, jlesse God, T -will tell {here of
the bheauty of this new land whose provinces were- once
named New. Ulster, New Ieinsier, and. New Munster. T
will tell of the beaulirs K cf Taranaki and ~f the grand !
monarch of the mountains-ihat reigus in, the midst eof
its fertile vlains, whose rdvel bead is diademed with
ithe elernal snows, .and whose tohes are decked, with
nature’s richest iints.. But with more pride and patri-
otism I will tell of 1he spiriteal heautlies,-of 1he six-
toen homes of  the Bleserd Sacrament 1hat restle round -
that mountain, and of {re  eirht Cbrisiien” schools
where the sweetest work of God is dove, and of the .
thousand hanny homeg where the guardi-n angels besr
the zames of Jesus, Mary, and Patrick spoen with
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reverence miorning and night, and {ihis sometimes in fhe—
rich ..and eloguent and ancient Gaelic tongue: © ~“The
twenty vears of fatigues and iriuls for which you
trink I need .a reccmpense ~havk been 10 me twenty
golden years of hapjiness, without one continuous half-
,hour:of sadness. It was ineviiable that.persons should
malke mistakes.in my regard and I in theirs, for it is
0aly God Who makes no mistakes, but—in ihe case of

my parishloners ' and their paslor, the differences.” of

friends -have ever heen but ihe Leginnings of friend-
ship. ~ It will’ be so in the case of f{lie young, zeal-

ous, and energetic priest under whose care I am leav-

ing you with confidence. Fle and you will be to each
other a 'mutual help and a motual comiort. I, as in
duty bound, will. offer the holy Mass especially for

your spiritual and {emporal welfare avery Sunday and

holiday during my absence; and wyou, I ¥now, will
pray for me that on my vreturn from 1ihe holday
which your gift wil make more enjoyable, we may
feel ourselves meatrer to Gcd and dearer to each other.

~Deans Grogan and MeKenna and Kather Treacy all
joined in wishing Father l-ower and Miss Power bon
voyage, a pleasant 1irip, and a safe return.

Rev. Father O'Dwyer (who wiill be in charge of the
parishiduring Very Rev. Fathcr Power's aksence) said he
hoped that he and the parishioners would during their
pastor’s absence he a hippy family. , Iie endorsed the
remarks of previous s)ealers,

Very ‘Rev. Father Power returned thanks
kindly references.to Miss I ower. . .

Interspersed with the speechcs an accopbatle musical
programme was given, Lo which the [following econtri-
buted :—Misses Connell, A. Gallagher, Sutton, O:Neill,
. O'Retlly, Swan, ard Fatlur FPower. ‘The acedm-
paniments were played by Mrs. W. A, Quin and Mrs.
D. Banpks. The ladies provided refrcshments on. a lib-
eral scale.”
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(From an occasional correspondent.)

Owing to the resignalion of Mr. W. Hoban as pre-
sident of the Club, Mr. D. INdmonds, jun., was unani-
mously elected 10 the | osilion. .

._The Amateur Athletic .Clab in connection wilh the
Clulr held a sports mceting in Lancaster Park  last
Thursday evening. The meeting proved a great Suc-
cess, lhe following being the winners :—440yds, J. Shaw
(1), J. Munro (2); 100vds, J. L. Lepdon (1), J. Munro
(2). The following acted as Judges *—Messrs. J. R,
Hayward, W. Hayward, E. llarper, J. J. Dobbs, and
D. Edmonds. -

An exiraordinary meeting of ihe Club was held last
Tuesday, and there was a very large attendance. The
secretary read  the financial staiement for the guarter,
which showed the Club to De in a sound position. An
apology was recei.ed from the patrom,  Sir George
Clifford. The matter of nrosviding more suitable rooms

came in for a consideratle amount of discussion, the
unanimeous opinton being tbat the present- room  is
wholly inadeqpaie, as it is far loo smell for the

number of young men who daily make use of if. Iv
was resolved to make inguirifes as 4o the ocost of
erecting a suitable hall in a central position, also the
advisabilily of buying a suitable house capable of he-
ing made into a club-house. :

A billiard tournament is now in progress, and the
Dramatic Society is busy preparing another play, fto
ialke place shorily. L

Mr. Hoban, who has cccupicd the posilion of pre-
sident of the Club for some iime pasl, has, through
pressure of private business, heen reluctanily compelled
lo resign office. During Mry. Hoban's term of office
the (dub has made ra~id progress, and his resignation
was received with much regret. At the conclusion of
ihe meeting a hearty unanimous vole of ihanks was
accorded the retiring presideni. - Consequent upon bis
relirement, the following changes bave been made : Pre-
sidert, Mr. D. Edmends, jun. ; vice-presidem$,-Mr, J. L.
Levdon ; executive, Mr. D. O'Halloran (late vice-presi-
dert of the Temuka Club). . ‘

-

Within a short while (says the ‘Cathclie Press’)
six prelates Trom the Commonwealth will be on. their way
to Rome to Pay their 11-it ad limina, and one of them,
the Most Rev. Dr. Diliny, who'suceerds Archtishop
Murphv to the Ree ¢f Hobarl, goes lo receive ihe 1’al-™
lium from the hands of the Pone. The o'hr rrelatvs:
who intend vovaging to the centre of Chrisfendom are
his Grace the Archbishop of Mefhourne. bis Grace Toul-

. jutor-Arrhbishon Kelly, of Svdnev ; their Lordstins T ish-

ars Dubir (Roc! hampten), Hizpins (Ballarat), and Doyle
(Lismote). -
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