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An Isolated Community

>

One of the loneliest spots in the world in which
to live is the island of Tristan d’Acunha, a desolale
rock in the South Atlantic.- To the 80 white people -
who live there it is_ their world. ‘They are almost,
utterly cut off from "ilheir kind. To fhem railroad
and telegraphs, ecleciric lights, and all {he inventions
of the last hali century are hut a name.

Once a year or so they may get mnews of . the
outer world from some sailing ship or a man-of-war of
the Brifish South Alfrican squadron.- A thousand miles
of the Atlanlic separales them from Africa’s most
southerly extremily on the one hand, while 1200 miles
in the other direction South Amcuca ends abruptly in
stormy Cape Hoin,

The islanders depend very largely upon potatoes but
these often fail, owing to hot winds Lhat WbHlight the
crop.,

The populatlon remains practically statlonary, be-
tween 75 and 80 souls. Two recent additions have bgen
made in a couple of Iialians, shipwrecked sailors, who
have .matried island women. One of ibe castaways,-
Andrea Repetio, is ihe only man in Tristan who can
both read and wrile.

Great Is the excilement when a sail is sighted' by
ithe islanders. They get ready fresh provisions and
vegetables, which ihey hope to barter for clothes and
all kinds of unexpected novelties. Practicalily all the
male population goes forlh when a rare visiting ship
puts in, and they do a thriving trade in mutton, but-

ter, milk, and albatress shins. .

"But even.when a vessel puts into the little bay
which is the harbor of the island .the weather is so
uncertain that il must be lept ready for instant e-

parture,

The setilement proper is built on a bold bluff on the
northwest side of the rock.
rises sheer and inacecessible in colossal chﬁs
stormy Atlantic.

Each houscholder keeps catlle, sheesp, and pi s, but
all attempts to cultivate wheat or grain of any kimd
have failed, owing to the swarms of rats that Iinfest
the rock, Fresh milk is {the sirongest beverage to be
obtained in Tristan.

There is excellent sport in ihe vast swarms of
aguatic birds t1hat make their homes ‘on the clifis.
Among these are magnilicent albatrosses, many of them
measuring nearly 13 fcet {rom wing lo wmsg The land
birds of  Tristan are very iew and rare.

Several springs have iheir-source gn the loity moun~
tain that forms the apex of ihe island, and omejof these
falis from the lower clifis in a beautiful cascade. The
remains of a fort can be seen, a relic of Napoleon's
exile. For while he was confined on St. Helena the
British Government deemed il advisable-to garrison
Tristan d’'Acunha with irocops nom Cape Colony.

The Tristanites have no precise form of government,
although Jchn Swain, the cldest inhabitant, is Tecog-
nised as king and lep;al head of the communily. 1le is
also chief justice and referee in all dispules that may
arise. Marriages and ba,pt:sms are 1e1f0rmed by the -
captains of wvisiting men-o’-war.

The island waters swarm with fish, and any kind of
bait from salt pork 1o a bit of bread wili suffice to
take any gnantity of fish the Tristamites call 'the five
finger. There is also a Lkind of bass weighing from

irom the

The rest of the island .

10 to B0 pounds The Tristanites do not taste. bread
for seven or eight months out of the 12, and have to
subsisi on a slight variation of meal and potato diet.

‘ And yet theSe -islunders are a . -singularly healthy
people. The climate is very regu lar and meist,. never
very hot in summer or very cloudy in winter. All the
English fruit irees will grow -in Tristan, though the
fruit lacks flavor. Periodically plants.and~ -trees- are -
taken out to he planted Lhere ex.penmentally, for there
is little timber on Tristan at present. - -
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The following are the winning Numbers drawn for the
prizes in 'the Art Umon, on Thureday evening, January
2nd, 1908 :—

No. of Ticket

No of Ticket No. of Ticket

1. 8m2 11, 826 " 21 ° 210
2, 810 12, 2655 - 922, -8797.
3. 915 13, 4300 23, 8341
! 4. 3523 14, 92753 24, 1460
5, 8747 15, 6870 25, 4550
6, 10849 16,0 796 To926, 1034
7. 8854 17. 3184 27, 1003 . -
. 8 1368 . 18, 10705 28, 2985
g, 1198 19, 5893 . @9,  101G-
10, 10999 20, 8367

“The Vlrgmal Llfe.

A Series of Slx D1scourses, to which is added a Sermon.
preachied at the Mont h's Mind of the late Vicar-General
of the Archdiocese of Wellington, —

[By the Very Rev. Father Power, Hawera.]

PRI -‘E E=R
First Edition of One Thousand already Sold.
May he procured from ‘ Sisters of St. Joseph,’ Box 102, Hawera

Af ew Exl;racta from peveral Testimonials received from the
Ausuala.slan Prelates - -

His Grace the Archbishop of Acrida and Coadjutor
of Sydney :

“I was edified by your singulfarly solid and beautiful-treatment of such an
ele-" ing and charming subject.”

The Bishop of Armidale ;

“Yoa 1iscourses breathe & beautiful spirit, You have & very pl°ﬂ.a&nt
and easy style, whic‘h makes the reading of your grand, useful, and eloquant
work s~ orof love.”

The Bishop of Christchurch :

“ Allow me to congratulate you both on the matter and the formof your
beautiful discowrses on the Angelie Virtue, as well as the touchmg oration at {he
Monath's Mind of the late Vicar-General of the Archdiocese.”

The Right Rev. Monsignor 0’Brien:

" Your sermons on the Virginal Life, which I have read with gteat care. are full
of good matter beantifully expressed,
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anmesa is pow under entirely new management, and the most skillal care and

lﬂstlt“te PR 2 § attentmn will be given to every patient.
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EXTRACTIONS

Fitted—at prices which are within the reach of ail.
" - Full Sets from £3 3.

Filling and Crowniﬁg Dept.

P, Gold Fillings from 10s &d. Amalgam Flllings from 5s,

J. A. JORDAN, Principal
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Lon d On D ental % Beg to intimate to the puhlxc of Dunedin and-surrounding distriota. thdt“ 6 g

In this Department we will use a Special Preparatios, with which we can extract
from the most difficult mouth broken-down and decayed stumps, and at the same
time the patient will not lose consciousness,

MECHANICAL WORK This Department in now wader the supervision of a Spesialist with many years’ ex-
perience, and nothmg but the BEST and Most Natural Dentures will be Perfaotly

Upper aor Lower Sets from £2 %.
This Department, which is fitted with all the Latest Eleotrical Tnstrnmenta

——— - abeolutely necessary for Painless Work, is in charge of a 8 mlmt ho has
‘had many years' (xperience in the art of Crowning, Fi:ling, andandgm? Teeth, e we T

(14 years’ experience in Australia snd New Zealand)

3

Single Teoth from 5,

Coment Fiillings from bs, Porcelaln Fililngs from 10s ed.

Tramed Nurses in Attendance.
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