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- OUR IRISH LETTER

{From our gwn correspondent.)
. Dublin, October, 1907.
The long-locked-for ‘Irish Internatiomal Exhibiticn
has come and nearly gone. It has heen a mixed plea-
sure. The buildings” and grounds are extensive and
handsome, and the Show- has given a vast deal  of
amusement to thousands of people during the summer.
But these are the gay thousands who have mo interest
in the profit and loss part of the business, who enjoy
fluttering round pretty ioys and showing off bright
toilettes, and meeting friends at dinvers and teas wh‘ue‘
bands play and merry gossip keeps time to the music.
But as a great international exhibition of all that is
rare and beautiful in home and foreigm countries, as
an educational unpderfaking, or as a financial helping-
hand top Ireland, it has been a failure. A fallure
foreseen by those who best understood two  things,
namely, the needs of Ireland, and what is meant by an
international exhibition. The former, an wundertaking
that would help Ireland, is siwple enough and could
-eagily have been Imanaged on a comparatively small and
paying seale. This country wanls a bandsome and cen- -
tral -showroom at home for all her own rroducts, a
showroom ‘in which™ these 'products—which are still many
and varied—could be displayed so advantageously ard
so enticingly that they. would induce ug ail to keep:our
money in the country, where it is so badly needed,

and would also induce buyers from other palions +o
deal with wus, which many could do with profit to
ithemselves. Very ° pretty buildings could have heen

erected, sufficient for this purpose and at a tithe of the
cost of the extensive, scaitered, and hali-empty halls
erected at heavy outlay and only for six months. On
the other hand, an infernational exhibition means a
really grand and wonderful gathering together of all
that is rare, beautiful, and costly 1o produce and
transport ; an impossibility for a country geographically
situated as Ireland is. Then, we have always two
strongly antagonistic parties here :-the Irish Nation-
alists who, though perhaps nol always wisely so, are
all heartlly anxious io help whatever movement is for
the real prosperity of - the country and her people, and
amongst these all who come of alien blood or  who
difier from us in religion would be counted would they
only he honest friends to the land abpd to its own Cath~
olic people. But here is the great difficulty. Those
accustomed to maintain .an ascendancy by keeping all .
the loaves and fishes to themselves will not hear of a
free field to all and no favor: it is only necessary
that any project should he recompmended by the Party
called Nationalists, o1 Home Rulers—who - are simply
those who believe that Irishmen could manage their own
householll for themselves—to have that project  con-
demned as dangerous. So, as the Nationalists wished
to hold a ‘purely Irish exhibition in 1007, the ascen-
dancy party insisted upon an international show. That
was not enough: trade was bad and hundreds.of work-
men idle, yet the contract for extravagantly large
baildings  was given out of ihe ., tountry, strange
tradesmen brought in to carry out the conbract, and
even the catering given to London, a serfous loss during
& long summer, and a course of action that would
. have, and rightly so, given rise to disturbances in Eng-
land could Englishmen have been guilty of such  dis®
loyalty to their own starving tradesmen under similar
circumstances. - .

As might- be expected, foreign exhibits were few
and poor; British eqyally scarce and poor ; Ireland
had “been' cold-shouldered and did badly, with the ex-
cepbion- of ~local -shopkeepers and lace exhibits from con-
vents ;  the. cost of construction and maintenamce was
greater “than could bé counterbelanced by the influx of
visitors, and so, although ‘the King and Queen did come
over and graciously visit and admiTe, the general voice
of all parties now proclaims failyre, There was even
a story current ammongst non-Catholics to the effect
that the King and Queen were displeased to find al-
most empty buildings and grounds when they paid their
visit, but I do not vouch for this. I lnow that if it
be tirue, it is not that their Majesties are not  per-
sonally popular in Dublin, for they are, but that the
managing committee bungled that husiness ag well as
many other matters. Instead of ‘doing what  they
could to have a gathering of these the Royal Family
would best like to see, the people, the commitites
strove to turn the King and Queen into a morey-
making show, raised the entrance price during the Royal

_ these is

visit to a prohjbitive rate for the masses, and . hence
the hali-empty halls that, people say,-chilled and pained
their Majesties - who, as "I have said; )
favorites with ihe Irish. As a passing - remark; since,
he -came to the throme, the King Yas not .looked- 8¢
well Or 50 young as he did this year. ° .

) New. Zealand and Canada. = "~ - .
have good departments'in thé exhibition as advertises
ments for. emigration agents. New Zealand shows her
beautiful pative timbers for rough and fine use ; . her’
wool,” cloths, " blankets, -lemp, efc.; her butter = and-
cheese ; her freezing apparatus and frozen meat, , and
many other -important products, besides supplying much,
highly inleresting information on all possible subjects.
All *1his, information is compiled in. Lohdon at the emi-~
gralion offices and issued by his Majesty’s Stationéry
Office. A note on the .cover of ome of these ‘books
states that tihese most attractive inducements to  the'
youtlr of our sorely drained country to quit it are "ex-

hibited at, and may be had free of charge _irom jmore:
than 1000 public libraries, Urban District Councils, .amd
institutions. o full and minute ig all this hopeful in-
formation given that we even learn that we may bring
out our bicycles free to New Zealand. Now;-- there:
alte some very heavy drains on our population, steadily
sapping the iife of ‘the natioR year by year. One of

the absolute plague of consumption that seems
Lo have seized on the poorer classes almost as  the
sleeping sickmess has seized “upon the natives of a part
of Afriea. Twelve thousand died.of the disease, in one
form or another, last yvear, and the malady is on - the
increase. You will say, what “has this to do with a
New Zealand department in the Dublin BExhibition ?
Much. Various causes of the spread of consumption are
bub forward by alarmed clergy and medical men. Some
of these causes have been in existence for centuries
during which Ireland produced men and women of per-
haps the finest physique in the world : poor food, poor
clothing, bad housing, yet what may be called the epi-
flemic of consumption is a recent thing. But one-very
strong reason was lately put forward by inquirers into
the matter, and 1hat cause is ihe consiant emigration
of almost all the Slrong, sound youth of Ireland, male

and female. Is_ it strange {hat, in face of this sad
swd state of things, many should look with a jealous
eye at the throngs of young men and women, mostly

of 1he peasant class,
ihe beautiful piclures presented
‘green hills “far away ’?

sented by an almost endless
lindscapes, farm scenes, snug homesteads, vast herds of
fat catfle, all tramspavencies so arranged and lighted

by artificlal light that © the sup shines always there.’
No menlion of

at
to them of life in those
Canada is especially repre-

series of sunny pictures,

who stand gazing eagerly

L a lite of ghastly isolation ; of eight
months.in  the vear of deep, impassable snow. No, all
18 summer, all is sunny, all is sociability _in  these

charming_pictqres; you~ almost hear the song of the
happy millnaids. "WRY, in- this Camada” dn Ireland
there is a lovely picture, all in butter : trees of butter,
houses of butter, all wreathed in climbing roses of but-
ter ; veritable bultercups sprinkle the meadows—oh 1 it
would all just melt in your mouth, and you want to
go off to that land of milk ang honey " right away.
But alas, poor Ireland! Ah'! those cows afar, those
cows afar ! Thoughtiul people, who love to -think - of
what might he here at home, turn from it all, and espe-
cially from the throng of gazing peasants, with a sore
bang at lheart. -

Andl 50 there are no congratulations going r.
over the great Irish Internatigonal Exhibit%on %)f &u(}}?c}
The guaraniors are quaking in their shoes ; city hdtel
and restaurant keepers are mutiering -ugly .words - foreign
exhibilors tell us they have done little or no ﬁusiness,
even purchasers of pretty toys are not pleased for they
frequently find, a 'day’ too late, that the very same ar-
ticles are to be hag. considerably cheaper” in Grafton
Street. It is whispered that £30,000 ‘are lost' To the
guaraniors. Let us hope not, for few of them - could
afford’ to lose much.~ A project is on [oot to keep on
the exhibition for another year. The scheme is “started
by a syndicate of new mef who hope, the buildings heing
already provided, to make a sufficient sum to pay off
the deficit of the present year ang have a good overplus
in their own pockefs. . i

N A Public Park. ' .

Before leaving the subject of ihe exhibition, I may
remark that the extensive and .now pretdily laid-out
grounds are a gift to the ecitizens and are-to be kept
up 2s a public park. The giver is Lord Pembroke, the
wealihy lord of the soil, the richest township in Dublin,
The park is called Herbert Park,from the family name
of the Pembrokes, The history of this township is a
curious one and when you have heard it you will say
that the owner may well give a corner of it to the cjti-
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