
visit to a prohibitive rate for the masses, and 'hencethe half-empty halls that, people say,-chilled andpained'
their Majesties who, as Ihave said; are personal.
favorites with the 'Irish. As a.passing -remark,- sincehe-came^ to the throne,' the King has not looked- so',
well or so young as he did this year. ' _:

New.Zealand and Canada. "~'-
have good departments'in the" exhibition as advertise-ments for > emigration agents. New Zealand shows"herbeautiful native timbers for rough and line use; fc her

'
wool,- cloths, ■ blankets, hemp, etc. ; her butter '

and-cheese; her freezing apparatus and frozen meat,
"

and'many other important products, besides supplyingmuch'nrghly interesting information on all possible subjects.:All 'this; information is compiled in.London at the emi-gration offices and issued by his Majesty's Stationery-Office. A note on the .co-ver of one of these booksstates that these most attractive inducements to the'youth of our soxely drained country to quit it are ex-,
lubited at, and may be had -free of charge fronr imacS*than 1000 public libraries, Urban District Councils,' and"institutions. So full and minute is all this liopefurin-lormation given that we even learn that we may^rine'
out our bicycles free to New Zealand. Now;- there'are some very heavy drains on our population,'steadily
sapping the life of .the nation year by year. One ofthese is the absolute plague of consumption that, seemsto have seized on thepoorer classes almost as thesleeping sickness has seized>pon the natives of a partof Africa. Twelve thousand died-of the disease, in, oneform or another, last year,, and the malady is on " theincrease. You will say, what 'has this to" do with aWew Zealand department in the Dublin Exhibition?Much. Various causes of the spread of consumption areput forward by alarmed clergy and medical menf Someof these causes have oeen in existence for centuriesduring which Ireland produced men and women of per-haps the finest physique in the world: poor food, poorclothing bad housing, yet what may be called the epi-demic of consumption is a recent thing. But otie-vervstrong reason was lately put forward by inquirers into
of aSfni61"' if! thtfc Cause is the constant emigration
"d f" i t tn ŝtronS> soun<l youth of Ireland,maleand female Is it strange that, in face of this sadsad state of things, many should look with a jealouseye at the throngs of young men and women, mostly?L £ c ?.T*an*

A
class> wh° stand gazing eagerly at

< zveeTwu pftures efnted to thim of lS?in thoseJiS i *? aTay ■ Cai^da is especially repre-sented by an almost endless series of sunny pictures£f *£fu' fa
nm+ SCen6S' Sm'S vJt Eds ofht oH-fi -'ia

- J^spai-encies so' arranged and lighted
N

Y
n "?ial Vght

v
hat ' the sun sllines always there >

No mentwn of a life of ghastly isolation ; of eight
s summer h'iTear ° f deeP' passable snoV. No.TIIis summei, all is .sunny, all is sociability in thespcharming pictures; you- almost hear the soni of tte&i,mIU?alfS

- -ThY> in' tM& O^ada fn Iretodhnn.lSfaJ°Zely pl
7
cture' aII in butter: trees of butter

tei L°r t,H"IS?11 wreath«d in climbing roses of bufcwild f
bul fCupS sprinkle the meadows-oh! it7c? oil to StT^1"/OU m̂oUth and you want togo on to 'that land of milk and honey right away

wlmt mSht hJwg M pe°Ple' Who love to -think -of5Sy Trom thP ?K ?***' -tlirn from"
a11' and csPe~

panfat Teart thlOng ° f SaZlng peaSants' with a *"

exhibators tell us they have done little7oHo businST

guarantors Let us hope not, for few of them couldafford to lose rnuch.^ A project is on foot to keep onthe exhibition for another year. The scheme is startedby a syndicate of new men whohope,.the buildiLs beincfhfddJ-fTd+f' t0 mfc a sufficjent sum to p
g
ay

in
ethetClow°n poclS^ » «ood Urplus

A PublicPark. ' ' -
Before leaving the subject of the exhibition,I ma?remark that the extensive and now prettily laid-outgrounds are a gift to the citizens and arc -to be keptup as a public park. The giver is Lord Pembroke, thewealthy lord of the soil, the richest township in DublinThe park is.calledHerbert Park.from the family nameof the Pembrokes. The history of this township is acurious one and when you have heard it you will saythat,the ownermay well give a corner of it to the citi-
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Irish News
OUR IRISH LETTER
(From our own correspondent.)

Dublin, October, 1907.
( The long-looked-for 'Irish International Exhibition

has come and nearly gone. It has been a mixedplea-
sure. The buildings- and grounds are extensive andhandsome, and the show- has given a vast deal

"
of

amusement to thousands of people during the summer.
But these are the gay thousands who have no interest
in the profit and loss part of the business, who enjoy
fluttering round pretty toys and showing off bright
toilettes, and meeting friends at dinners and teas while
bands play and merry gossip keeps time to the music.
But as a great international exhibition of all that israre and vbeautiful in home and foreign countries, as
an educational undertaking, or as a financial helping-
hand to Ireland, it has been a failure. A failureforeseen by those who best understood two things,
namely, the needs of Ireland, and what.is meant by aninternaitiional exhibition. .The former, an -undertakingthat would help- Ireland, is sirr'ple enough and could
"easily have been managed on a comparatively smallandpaying scale. This country wants a handsome and cen-
tral -showroom at home for all her own products, ashowroomIn which: these >products— which arestillmanyand varied— could be displayed so advantageously andso enticingly fcha't they- -would induce us all to keepfourmoney in the country, where it. is so badly needed,and would also induce buyers from other nations todeal with us, which many could do with profit tothemselves. Very *

pretty buildings could have beenerected, sufficient for this purpose and at a tithe of thecost of the extensive, scattered, and half-empty hallserected at heavy outlay and only for six months. Onthe other hand, an international exhibition means areally grand and wonderful gathering together of allthat is rare, beautiful, and costly to produce andtransport ;" an impossibility for a country geographicallysituated as Ireland is. Then, we have always twostrongly antagonistic parties here:-the Irish Nation-alists who, though perhaps not always wisely so, areall heartily anxious to help whatever movement is forthe real prosperity of
-
the country and her people,andamongst these all who come of alien blood or whodiffer from us in religion would be counted would they

only be honest friends to the land and to its ownCath-olic people. But here is the great difficulty. Those
accustomed to maintain an ascendancy by keeping allthe loaves and fishes to themselves will not hear of a+"Lce+ to all and n0 favor : i* is only necessarythat any project should be recommended by the Partycalled Nationalists, oi -Home Rulers— who

-
are sinrplythose whobelieve that Irishmen couldmanage their ownhousehold for themselves— to have that project" con-demned as dangerous. So, as the Nationalises wishedto -hold a purely Irish exhibition in1907^ the ascen-dancy party insisted upon an international show. Thatwas not enough: trade was bad and hundreds.of work-men idle, yet the contract for extravagantly largebuildings was given out of the country, strange

tradesmen brought in to carry out
'
the contract, andeven the catering given to London, a serious loss duringa long summer, and a course of action that wouldnave, and rightly so, given rise to disturbances inEng-

land could Englishmen have been guilty of such dis-loyalty to their own starving tradesmen under similarcircumstances.
As might-,he expected, foreign exhibits were fewand poor ; British eqvally scarce and poor; Irelandhad
~
been cold-shouldered and did badly, with the ex-ception-of- =rlocal shopkeepers and lace exhibits from con-vents ;_ the.- cost of construction and maintenance wasgreater:than could be counterbalanced by the influx ofvisitors, and so, although .the King and Queen- did comeover and graciously 'visit and admire, the general voiceof all parties now proclaims failure. There was evena story current amongst non-Catholics to the effectthat the King and Queen were displeased to find al-most empty nuildings and grounds when they paid theirvisit, but Ido not vouch for this. Iknow that if itbe true, it is not that their Majesties are not per-sonally popular in Dublin, for they are, but that the

managing committee bungled tKat business as well asmanJ <>*her matters. Insteadof doing what theycould to have a gathering of those the Royal Familywould 'best like to see, the people, the committeestrove to turn the King and Queen into a moriey-
makmg show, raised the entrance price during the Royal
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