
NEW ZEALAtfto TAELEfc
HibernianSociety, Dunedin

Thursday, October 17, 1907

; Rev.'-Father Cbfiey, Adm., said he was'^very pleased
at the excellent attendance of the" Society' at theCathedral that morning, when"nearly;^2O';:,mem'bjers ap-proacEed the Holy"Table, 'ifi"adaTftioh''*tb'-"'wWch were
some^ who receive! Holy Communion in South Dunedin.-Sucn-a manifestation,of their faith coufd~iibt fail -to

-
benefit the Society." Some eight or'-ninVyVars^agb^tie*
branch had only a membership-of

- '100,-now-it-had270names on.N.its books. Fully fifty more of the youngmenwho had been at the nine o'clock Mass 'should;belong tothe Society. He had always found the members of theSociety to" £e good practical Catholics.-. The members...
," were always ready,to assist .when called "upon by -the'clergy, and he trusted the Society -would "prosper -and
increase in membership. - _- ;-o "'.■

Bro. J. B Callan, jun., spoke of the Catholicpressrmaking=..special mention of the 'N.Z. Tablet' to whichthey:were indebted for.; the publicity it had
given to the reports of .the Society. The T Tablet'haddone miucH for the Hibernian Society, aitd the*members-- in return should support it and.extejid its influence inevery possible way. " " ' " --'■=:-.." ;-'-, ■

Rev. Father Cleary replied. , - „...--„,
Bro. O'Connor (secretary) announced";thalTMr?'lviar-

■ low had been appointed District Deputy, for.O.tago^ andSouthland by the District Board, an -announcement thatwas received"with applause.- His LordsElP the Bishop.said-he.need scarcely-assurethe members of the great consolation it was' to himto see so many men make "public profession of"\their.faith that morning by "receiving Holy Communion 'it
'

was a great pleasure to him to assist at the presentfunction. He took a great interest in..the. Society, andhe thought it was of the utmost importance" "that allyoung men should lie enrolled in"Catholic societies,..for,;
by this means tney would be encouraged to persevere,and would .give a good exanr-ple -to^th'ose "a:botrttheiri!He was glad to hear that the closest union existed be-tween the priests and members of the Hibernian

*
So-cietyland he hoped that union would always exist. Thepriests took .the deepest interest"in"the'"success "of"any-'thing connected with,the congregation, and it was agxeat consolation and a-great 'encouragement1 to" knoV>"that the members of the congregation 'appreciated-their>"

efforts, and in return were prepared to-help in any pos-
sible way. He was pleased to hear that the Hibernian,Society was prospering, and he trusted"it would con-tinue to prosper, and so "long-as- they:were faithful-totheir rules they might be-sure' the-Bishops.and.priests
would take a great interest in the Society, and

'
itwould advance and in every possible <way prosper,,andsucceed. ' -' «■

""--
"-

Invercargill

The annual Communion" of the members of St.Joseph^ Branch of the Hibernian Society, Dunedin~<took-place mSt.- -Joseph's Cathedral"at-" the -nine"o'clockMass onSunday, when about.12U- members..in regalia
approached the. Holy Table,-in addition to wEich several

» received* Holy Communion at the early Mass arid alsoat St. Patrick's Basilica, South Dunedin.
-

The sight ofso many men making public profession of their " fa_ithwas most edifying; and gave a good example, "to the
whole of the parish. His Lordship the Bishop .' who.was celebrant of- the Mass, in the course of,his'sermonexpressed His pleasure at seeing such a large number ofmembers of the Society present. The Society from itsvery.beginning, said his Lordship, had always.. given agood example, and-had always supported "the Church.He could not speak too highly of the Society, and hisgreatest pleasure would be to see all the young men. members of it, where they, would be encouraged- topractise their religion, to frequent the Sacraments, and
to perform their other religious duties. It was one ofthe rules of the Society that the members should re-
ceive Holy Communion in a body; and thus make publicprofession of' their faith. As a benefit society the mem-bers had,temporal advantages", and were provided for-m time of illness. Again he congratulated the mem-bers on the good example they Had "given, and heprayed that God would shower His grace upon them. -

,At the conclusion of " Mass. the -members formed in
procession and proceeded to St. Joseph's Hall,' where

'
the annual breakfast was laid. His Lordship the BKshop presided, having on his right Bros. Butler (presi-dent) and Saunaeis (vice-president), and onhis left Bro. J. J. Marlow (P.P.), DistrictDeputy, who represented the District Executive.Justice having been done to-the excellent breakfast pro-vided, Bro. Butler called upon Bro. Marlow to addressthe members.

Bro. Marlowr in response to the request-of the pre-sident, dealt briefly with the history of the Society. Inthe first place he explained the significance of its name.
'

it was founded as a,benefit"society, and as such it con-ferred on its members all the advantages of any otherfriendly society. Members and intending rrembers couldrest assured that 4ts -financial position was thoroughly
5?o/?nn' t

eir own branch alone had funds amounting to£2000. In the first place the Society was Catholic, andhere only they made a limit to admission, for' everycandidate was asked if he were a practical^ CatholicUnless candidates were prepared to make open profes-
?o°Jk °

+ t?eir faith the Spciety did not want them. In■1865 twelve Catholic"young men in Melbourne formedthemselves -info a Catholic benefit society under thetitle of the St. Francis Catholic Benefit Society, whichrapidly spread throughout the city. In Ballarat a+IT +ISOCie1
SOCiely,Was formed> and another in ALbury. Asthese three boSies Bad the same object in view, and325 w.orklng on mucH.the same principles,'it was de-i,n^S. aX a Co,?ference> 1872 to amalgamate the threerStSnT-nn d.efßation of the Hibernian -AustralasianSS^L^n S°Clet7' witE the aPProval of his Grace

thr. "S3L °°
I

d> iYh0 laia- down two conditions, that
t v £/ should be practical Catholics, and thafSnff

sLodf "* belonS to any secret society.- SSSLo-"111?* !W0 years the Society had made rapid-ESS S
v, Au?tralasia, 3000 new memlbers having"

tqht fi
W

«lIS
* /27/27'000 were added to the funds. In

of WflhSr,,!00?ty
f TaS aPProached by the Ancient OrdertL anw

Of America wfCh the idea of affiliation.oi;t;; Was established about-200 years ago. That'
of membeShfnT.Sr1111361'811^ -°f 150'o'o0' "» increasei?nSo oK n°nn three successiye years being, 10,000,Ii ' &Kid 25v£ 00' and reaching as much as 15,000 in""£& h?^' +7*? P^^ent writing some time agofmpmSpf i?'eCte? lnthe near future the society to have%£fi+S J?hiP ° f a quarter of a million- The H.A.C BS?L£" n°TW afl\Hat.ed wi*h great AmericanSe ihl i?' & cc°nclllding he asked the members toS£*aM nf ?i!?r + r̂a?Ch What " ought t0 be'as noto^ fvely CSISMS^s»iss rm^beo^0srsr. the branch- sho^
cler^°tnT+T,f'Q ufsey' s?olce .of the relations of thechaScte? h

Hp
S°T ty' ĥich were of the> most cordialtfe JSntr' * referrea-to the great .interest

-
taken" -in "

Who*S? l% ? u
th+°- -Society-

by- h^s lordship theBishop" 'who hacl at all times advis.ed Ihe young men of" thewf^V^"■#««" "1H* ftaid a tribute t0 thYle SoLl^T''^^V'^¥ (cljaPlai«) on-Behalf ol:

-£"

(Prom an occasional correspondent.)
~~-

*""? '-' ,-_ A branch of the Hibernian -Society^was-opened inbt. MaryTs Club room, Invercargill,on Monday, OctoWer7. The number present easily constituted-a record .lorthe opening.of a branch of this Society.. Bfo.:J^'J.Marlow, District Deputy, presided. Forty-three memberswere initiated, and '60 candidates were nominated. Thefollowing officers were elected:— President, Bro. G. W.Woods; vice-president, Bro. J. Sims; secretary, Bro\ "
G. McNamara; treasurer, Bro. J. Mulvey ; warden,;.Br6\ P.; Scully ; gaiardiian, Bro. J. Shepherd; sick v/tei-tors, Bros. T. Trainor and F. Byrne; trustees, Bros."T. McGrath, T. Matheson, and J. McDonough; audi-tors, Bros. T. Trainor and F. Thorpy. It was'arrangedthat -the branch meet on Wednesday' evenings, the first- meeting to"be held on October 23. The chairman, af-ter installing the officers, spoke of the advantages.tobe derived'from membership in a society' that offeredfinancial benefits second to none, and in-addition" * tobeing- a -powerful Catholic organisation, it was) a so-ciety speakings to tEe world- on :behalf of everythingIrishmen hold.".dear. He said that" they need havelndfear of -the future of an organisation which was foundedon -charity,1 "■■ nurtured by the patriotism of" its- mem-bers, -ana -

cared for by the Church-whose childrenit wastheir, glorious privilege to be.
- ' '

The Rev. Father Delany, in.a very,eulogistic speechproposed a vote of thanks to the'District'Deputy for. ffiie able and efficient3 manner in -which" he"had carriedout his duties. -'' ' "" *
■ s " .; ,- ;- ■

Bro. Marlow in reply said that the compliment was...the other way about,- as it was he "who thankthe members for Being allowed to assist at"a cerefirioriy.that created a record for friendly societies in the Do-"minion; ---So far as he-.>fchew^there-tad".never:been"s an".instance of a friendly society;.opening-^-branch" with a'membership of ,more.dbhan .one- hundred. v-The/achieved"-was a tribute ,to.,-the well"..'directed^Labors"ofthe Rev..Father Delany and those- oontieciod with himin;.organising- -the -meeting.
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