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THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

A NEW HOME FOR THE AGED NEEDY

On December 8, 1904, was seen the realisation of a
hope that had for a long time engaged the attention of
his Lordship the Bishop of Dunedin‘-the opening of a
home for The aged poor under the care of the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor. The sile of the home was at Ander-
son’s Bay, and consisted of several acres of land, with
a private residence. The residence was old and incon-
venient in many respecls for -the work of the Order, but
with some expenditure it was made 1o serve its pur-
pose, until, as tiie Kight Kev.”Dr. Verdon said at the cere-
mony on Wednesday last of laying the foundation stone of
a new home, lhe Sisters could prudently undertake the
Wt of erecting more suitable premises. If the build-
ing' was not all that could be desired, the land, on the
other hand, was eminently’ suitable for such an ins_mtu—
tion. It is well shelfered from-the prevailing winds,

lies well to The sun,- and commands a fine view of the -

harhor, The ecity. and hills the

ocearn.

at . the back, and of

nearly .lwenty, this being - the
limit number they ecan accommodate at the present
time. As the want of accommodation placed-a limit to
the usefulness and, noble charity of the Sisters, it had
been their most ardent wish for some ftime to com-
mence the ereclion of a new home. Wednesday of last
week—-Labor Day—saw the comirencement of the work,
when the foundation stone of the new bhuilding  was
solemnly blessed and l!aid.by the Right Rev. vr. Ver-

' their work,

The community started with one inmate in their .
_home, now there are

~ compassionated

that the good work would in a sh6rt time be brought
to a favorable termination. The building would "have
accommodalion for 70 inmates, and here the aged poor
would find a happy home, in-which, under the-care  of
the good isters, they could end their days in peace
and obtain that crowning blessing, a happy death.
Some might ask who were {he Little Sistérs "of "the
Poor and what were they doing ? Sixty-seven ' years
ago thiee pious ladies, moved wifh compassionfgr- the
sufferings of fthe Homeless poor, formed the generous re-
solve to devole iheir lives lo relieving the distressed.:
These worthy ladies had not worldly wealth to - enable

_ tiiem 1o accomplish their pious design, but they gene-

rously resolved to obtain the mearis by the labor of
their _own hands, and to trust to the charity' of others
for the rest. Later on other ladies jouined them, -“and
in a short time They formed themselves info, a so-
ciety, which was approved by ihe Holy See and made a
religious  congregation.” Since then God had.hléssed
and -Their success had Been marvellous.
There are at present 5435 Little Sisters of the Poor -
engaged in their charitable work -in- every part - of “the
world. Since the establishment of the Order 2304 Sis-
ters had -died. The -number of homes established™ up
to “the present Time was 301, and the numbeT of ~old
‘people | being cared for to-day was 44,934, -During--all
these ¥ears of mnoble, ‘gloricus work, 228,428 of “the
aged poor had come unfler the care of the Sisters;” and.
departed to a betler world.- ~The Sisfers thémselves
were devoted to a life of frue universal cha,'rity; which
suflering hHumanity without regaird o
nationality or ereed. They were willing to -receive into
their homes all nationalities, all creeds, and all deno-
minations, and in turn they -appealed to all for assist-

Front Elevation of New Home for the Aged and Infirm Poor, Anderson’s Bay, Dunedin, in charge
. of the Little Sisters of the Poor,

don, assisted.by the Ilev. Father Lofiey, Adm., Rev.
Fathers Cleary and Corcoran, and in the presence of a
large assemblage of people, ineluding all, the local and
visiting clergy .from. Mosgiel and Port Chalmers,,
the Mayor of Dunedin (Mr. J. Loudon), Mr. J. M. Gal-
laway, the Rev. Mr. Fynes-Clinton {Anglican), and other
non-Catholic sympathisers. Accompanying this report
is a process block of the deSign of the ctentral portion
of the home ; the wings are fo be added later on when
further aceommodation -is Yequired.

. The Ceremony.- - - N
At the conclusion of the blessing of the foundation

- stone his Lordship the Bishop, addressing fhose present,

said that about three years ago they had welcomed ‘the
Little Sisters of the Poor to Dunedin, and esftablished
them in .their new home at Anderson’s Bay. During
the short time that fhey had bheen here they had won
golden opinions, and had. gained fthe sympathy of all,
classes of the. community by their zeal, earnestness,
charity, and self-sacrificing devo¥ion to duty. The tem-
porary home then provided gave only limiled accommo-
dation, but by careful management they  were able to
provide Tor 18 or 20 aged poor. The Little Sisters of
the Poor dld not wish such-limits to be placed-to their
charity, for they were often pained when obliged to re-
fuse admission to the home of those they: would have
willingly received if the room had been at their- dis-
posal, From the very day the Sisters arrived in Dun-
edin they had been looking forward to the time ‘when
they might prudenily commence fhe work of the . new
buil@ing: To-day .they had laid the foundation- stone
of the new building, and he trusfed, with God's help,

. of doing good .to one's neighbor.

ance.- Their .homes were entirely supported by charity,
and that charity had never Iailed them.” -It gave him
very much pleasure fto say that since the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor came fo Dunedin they had’ heen
treated - with the utmost consideration - by.-every-class-.
and denomination in the community, amd they had re-
ceived generous offerings from all denominations.. They
were deeply indebted to all who gave such assistance,
and he (his Lordship) was.greatly pleased to see
members of other denominations present to encourage
‘the Little Sisters of the Poor in uneir work by their
presence and sympathy. He thaikeéd the Mayor - . and
other non-Catholic genllemen who had come to their
.assistance” on the occasion. His Lordship then called
«on the Mayor To address tle meeting, - .. o,
His Worship the Mayor sald he was,proud to _be
present. to wilness the laying of the-foundation stone
fof® sucli m idoble. workr as that carried on by the
Little Sisters ol the Poor.. Iere his Worship quoted
from. William Penn and R. L. Stevenson on’ thé merit
) n Continuing, the
Mayor said he took it that the object of the - Little
Sisters in their noble work was- to make the aged
happy. Sometimes the iragedy of someone being cut
-off in the bloom of youlh was taken too seriousiy, but
.there. was probably more tragedy in the life that had
‘outgrown its usefulness and was doomed-to pass-a cer-
t:_xm' number of years without friends, ioy, or consola-
tion. This was the - class of people that the Sisters
fioped to benefit, and to enable them to pass their

; few declining years in comparative comfort and‘ happi-

“ness.  Anyone who was .acquainted with the work car-
ried on by the Sisters could not help heing struck with
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