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THE CHURCH IN NEW ZEALAND

MEMOIRS OF THE EARLY DAYS

(Contriﬁu Eed.)
Preface.

With the fast Heeting years, the old vesidents of
the Colony are passing away from the scene of their
struggles, hardships, anxieties patiently borme, hopes
long deferred, and in many instances never realised,
Se that a wealth of valuable historic inforrration may
*not be Jost for all time, and that those who now re-
main may be afforded’ an opporfunity to ¢ tell the
tale ' for the henefit of future generations, is the mis-
sion of this modesi pyblication. Those of the Faith
will, it is hoped, profit by the;'lessons to be learnt:
- proving how steadiastly lhe pioneers of settlement in
this young Colony clung to the religion of their fore-
fathers and 1o the ties that bound them to the dear
old land, despite much adversity. and many disappoint-
ments.

Although. by oceans divided, the old land and the

new were _oné in heart, and one in mird, to preserve
and spread the Faith with confidence, contentment,
and apostolic zeal. Such high motives, also, charac-
terized the lives of our valiant pioneers.

Introduction.

Sixty-six years have, elapsed since the true light of
Christianity was shed upon these most favored Isles
of Tthe Southern Seas, known as the British Colony of
New Zealand. To ensure this brief introductory sketch
being as accurate and compiehensive, as: possible, it is
necessary to  consult whatever
there are available. 1In lhis convection, therefore, per-
haps the most trustworthy records are those condained

_In what is known as the ¢ Early History of  the Cath-
olic Church in Oeceania '—compiled from records left by
Bishop Pompallier—giving. in detail the trials, labors,
and privations of this, .the firgt, most saintly and,
Zealous missionary ; and. published under the direction
of one of his successors to the See of Auckland, the
late Right Rev. Dr. Luck, 0.8.B., in 1888, on the oc-
casion of the Church attaining its jubilee.  Anotheér
valuable work of reference is * The History of 1the
Church in Australasia,’ compiled and published by his
Iiminence Cardinal Moran, Archbishop of Sydney, and
from the pages of 'which may be derived much trust-
worthy information;

It was early in the year 1838 {hab the Right Kev.
Jean Baptisle Francois Pompallier, who. had been ap-
pointed Vicar Apostolic of Western Oceanica by our
Holy Fg.t-h‘er Pope Gregory XVI. of venerahle’ Mentory,
after a' lomng and Weary ocean voyage, reached the then
little known shores of New Zealand.  The Bishop, ac-
companied by one priest, the Rev. Father Servant, and
two religious Brothers of the then infant Soclety of
Mary, landed at Hokianga in 4he north of the mosh
northern island, composing the group, and a few days
afterwards (Saturday, January 13) celebrated his' first
Mass in New Zealand at the house of Mr:: Thomas
Poypton, an Irish Catholic. This, so " far as
is Known, was absolutely the first time that
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass had been offered
up in the country on shore, because it is open to con-
iecture, that possibly, althongh most improbably, a
priest of the Chureh may ' have been among the ship's

company of one or other of the exploring vessels which,
the coast, in which event

in more remote times visited
no doubt Mass would be cejebrated whilst the vessel lay in
the offing. After getling matters fairly established at the
first landing place (Hokianga), missions were opened
among the Natives at various obher settlements in the,
most northern part of the Colony, an undertaling ren-
dered possible by the arrival af intervals of more
nriests, : o

In July, 1840, a French corvette,

‘L’ Aube,! arrived
at the Bay of Islands,

at  which place ong of the

historical documents’

missions, as before mentioned, was in progress, bringing

two priests and two catechists of the
also funds for the propagation of the
Viecariate-Apostolic. The commander of the vessel,
Captain Lavaud, came to New Zealand under instruc-
tions from his Government to establish a French Colony
at Akaroa, a fine harbor in the South Island, and also
to annex the country as a French possession. The first
part of his dufy was duly accomplished, but in the lat-
ter his plans were frustrated by the fact that, sus-
pecting his intention,  British officials anticipated him
by a few days, and ‘hoisting  their flag in the south
proclaimed the group British territory. — Only a short
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time ago, the last surviving original French settler, Mr,
Lelievzre, died at Akarca. Some of the descendants of
the pioneer band stifl remain there, others are scat-
tered in various directions. I
Captain Lavaud, kindly offering to convey in his
vessel to Banks Peninsula some priests to minister to
the new settlers, Bishop Pompallier sent two, Fathers
Comte and Pesant and Brother Florentin, the Bishop
himself following, accompanied by Father Tripe, in Sep-
tember, 1840, in a small schooner which ke had pur--
' Santa Maria.” These events'
marked the beginning- of the Cathélic mission in the
soulh and larger isiand of New Zealand. A  [ittle
later on, the Saniy, Maria ' set sail still further
io Otago, conveying the Bishop and Fathers
Comte and Pesant, Father Tripe being left in charge at
Akaroa. . After establishing a mission at what is now
the city of Dunedin, a relurn was made 1o Akaroa,
wliere Father Comte was left with Father Tripe. The
course of the ‘ Santa Maria ’ was again shaped north-
ward, and on Christmas Kve, 1840, {he . little +“essel
arrived at Port Nicholson, now the city of Wellington
and capital of the Colony. Here the intrepid mis-
sionaries found a population of neatly four thousand
Europeans, among whom were some hundreds of Irish
Catholics, members of British’ regiments which had just
alrived, and intending dolonists. Mass was celebrated
next day (Feast of the Nativity). Alter a stay .of
some liltle time in Wellington, minlstering jo ihe peo-
ple and establishing the mission-for Europeans and Na-
tives alike, a return was made to Akaroa. Here the
Bishop rested for a while, and busied himself in writ.
ing a catechism in the Maori language for the use of
the misslonaries generally. With Fathers Comte and
Pesant %ravel was renewed, this timé round ihe Penin-
sula to Port Ceoper—now the important comrmercial
town of Lyttelton—which was reached in thres days.
They were received here by the Maoris most cordially,
and here also Father Comte ‘was left with instruc-
tions %o .remain  a fortnight and returs overland to
Akaroa. Thus was established the Church in' the South -
Island.
Once more the * Sapta Maria ' sailed northward,
and after calls Fad been made at various previously
established missions, on the east coast of the island, a
course was shaped for the Bay of Waitemata, and a
mission planted at what is now the city of Auckland.
This mission was dedicated to S%. Patrick. On the
site given for a church lo the Bishop by the Govern-
ment officials, 8t, Patrick’s Cathedral now. stands.
Abdut this time a devasiating war broke out and
continued for sevetal vears, which had the effect to a
great extent of interfering with the hitherto most
suceessful missionary enterprise, and nullifying much of
the good work accomplished for the spiritual’ welfare
of the Natives. Never disheartened, however, the de-
voted Bishop and priests labored on and contended not
only against the ravages of war, but against infinitely
worse foes, which even to this day attack the Church
with relentless persistency—ignarant prejucice, bigotry,
studled  misrepresentation, and the basest slanders.
These. were .the trials and tribulations encountered
and endured. The Church survived thiem all and even
prospered, and yearly shows greater signs of progress

#¥hen reading the records of the voyage made up

‘and’ down fhe then lttle known and af ajl bimes doss

gerous and treachergus c¢oast by the early mission-
aries in their frail craft, one naturally marvels at
Lheir escape from shipwreck and death. The coast was
thep practically uncharied ; land marks were uyndefined
by day, with no lights for guidance at night, Surely
and unmistakably a watchful Providence "guided their
every movement, always guarding and ever protecting
them. How often in our present day do we notice
great ocean liners eguipped with all modern inventions
cast upon the.roeks and shoals with whick the coast
is studded, notwithstanding the k¥nowledge possessed of
existing dangers, correct charts, properly defined routes,
rumerous lights, and
in fact everything possible to ensure perfect security.:
In 1843 the Rev. Father O'Riley, a Capuchin, arri-
ved in Wellingtor as private chaplain to an Iinglish
gentieman, the Hon, Mr. Petre, and for the time, and
for.-many years after, ihis priest minjstered to the -
In 1848 the Rev. Father Viard,
8.M., who had some %ime previously been appointed
Vicar-General by Bishop Pompallier, was consecrated
his coadjutor, and. in the sare vear Bishop Pompallier,
affer spending ten years.in the Colony, took his de-
parture on a visit to Europe, Monsignor Viard assum-
ing episcopal charge meanwhile. At the period ahove
mentioned thie whole of the Colony Was one immense
diocese. - In, 1848 New Zealand was divided into" two,
fioceses, Auckland and Wellington, Bishop Pomnallier™
vetaining Auckland, and was thus its first Bishop. 7
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