
people. In sunshine and in" storm, in adversity andinprosperity, you have _shared our joys and our sor-
rows. By precept and by example you fiavie

'taught
us fidelity to the Gramd Old Faith, 'love of Country,
pride in its traditions, and self-sacrifice to the inter-
ests of religion.and genuine patriotism. Your broad
amd enlightened views, and generous genial" sympathy
hav.e made your name dear to the heart of the Gael,
be he Highlander or Irish, to vwhom you are a ohaef-
tai'n and a loader.

"
May you be spared to reach your"goWen jubilee crowned, as to-day, with the love ande&teemi of your faithful people. The accompanying; gift is

but a small token of our proud -appreciation' of yourtalents, your zeal, your genial MndnessTYour devoted-ness, and your many gifts of mind and heart that
have enabled you to do so much for the advancementof religion and education in New. Zealand.

Signed on behalf of the parishioners of Milton-:—
W. Kirby, chairman ; Jiohn -Moroney, secretary; A.
Kelly, treasurer ;R. Grealish, sen.; J. 'K'ane; D. Has-sitt; J. Scanlan; J. Boyle; J. Lynch.-

April 16, 1907.
" "

At the conclusion of Ihe address, Mr. Moroney pre-
scnled Father O Noill with a purse of sovereigns.

On behalf of the Hibernian" JBocieity, Mr. J. -P.Lynch congratulated Father O'Neill, and expressed Inhappy terms their appreciation cf his services during the
past 23 years.

Monsignor O'Leary spo\e on behalf of the clergy,oft-lte cli-ocese. It was a [.leasare tci him- to see there
representatives of all -creeds and classes in the com-
munity—-a proof of theesteemhi"whichFather O'Neill washeld even by these outside his own congregation (ap-
plause). Ik? spoke of Father O'Neill's successful aca-domic career, which was completed when he was canoni-oally three years too young to receive priestly orders.Tlio speaker also detailed the circumstances (alreadybriefly referred to at the beginning of this report)underwhich the jubilarian came to Dunedin and was raised '

to the priesthood by Bishop Moran, by -dispensation,
while still eighteen months un-der the canonical age,Mcnsignor O'Leary also reviewed Father O'Neill's longand fruitful career as pastor of Milton, referredin kind-Iv terms to 4iis unfailing good spirits, his geniality,
jus generosity, ami in ihe name of the clergy hoped«md prayed that h-c would be spared 'admultos annos '(applause).

The Rev. J. C. Small (Anglican) in the course of awitty a«d pleasant- speech said it was not the first
occasion on which he was honored by being on the plat-form to address a meeting organised forHhe- purpose ofbiiovwng the. gen-erai esteem and regard in whichFather<) Neill was held in (he district. He congratulated thejubilarian on having attained the 25th anniversary of
nis ordination to the priesthood. His late Holinessiope Leo XIII. once said to a noble lady, a religiousuho had been praying that he might live to see hishundredth year: 'Dear Sister, why put such a limita-tion to tne decisions of Divine Providence? ' Why didprevious speakers only hope that Father O'Neill might.reach his gclden jubilee ? On" behalf of the community?! U/] " J,le (the sP«»ker ) was a member, he prayed tothe Almighty that Father O'Neill might ions be sparedto continue his good work to the glory of God andthe honor of his Church (applause).

The mayor paid a fresh tribute to Father O'Neillasa public man and a churchman, and to his generouspeople who though a small community, had builtchurches schools, etc., and had not a penny debt upon
"

thwn.
f

"
What a splendid people ', said he, ' the IrteS

In rising to reply, Father O'Neill was greeted withprolonged applause. He had never before experienced -
the same difficulty in giving expression to the feelings
Wtiiv

61?,8?*111?-^^ his ITiind" He than'ked the^heaitily for tne jund things they had said. It was tohi? iai,-ii
a
i,-i 7+i sreat, rejoicing. The religious aspect ofhis jubilee took the foremost place' in the -day's festivi-ties He had-a great deal to be thankful for to therralr°rla

Ir°rl1r°rlH er -ff
f

all
,u

gOOd.thinSs- He was raised to thlsacred ministry through the instrumentality of one ofwhom it had been said that 'he was every inch abishop and a gentleman to his finger-tips '-the latelamented Bishop Moran.-(Applause) To have servedunder him was in itself a liberal education of thehl£lies* order. -And when Providence raised him (thespeaker) to the position of « the youngest parishpriestin tbe world,' he was favored by being placed'over apeople whose faith and devotion and love of relSioSwere not surpassed. (Applause). His youth' and ifex-penence may have been obstacles to success, but hehad discharged the duties Providence placed upon himto the best of his ability, and they '(his hearers)
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were pleased' to -say, in, terms far ibeyond ,his deserts,,tha-t his labors had not been entirely- unsuccessful.-There was one other subject for which' he was grate-ful- to Providence. He had been made one of a bodyof clergy better than* whom were not in the Church,
of G»d. (Applause). A more.,,loyal, devoted, and self-respecting body of priests was not to be found in thewide world. The example of his fellow-priests arid theirready, generous, and "aid had,been thegreat-est strength and- consolation to him. "

He had alscibeenlortunate_ that, in the? work -of education, he liad cc~"operators who left nothing to be desired. The secularteachers had- done good" worE; but" from -the time theDominican nuns took charge, an.immense .load had Keenintea oft his,shoulders. Their work was thoroughlywell done. (Applause). Without the proper training ofthe children,, our-Church would"not be in the conditionmat it is; our hope was in the rising generationr-andwhen its education was, attended to, we h^e-no fearor the future. (Applause;. There was one other mat-ter for which- he had 1o be thankful-that his lot-HadBeen cast among people who, even, where they difiered'on the nest essential matters, displayed a ofpractical good will, and from . the first showed only
SSo-^a1116

!
m°sV hearty co-operation in.his un-dertakings (Applause), He .therefore tendered his most'neaitfelt thanks to his separated-brethren for the-finan-?K 2?ffi I?+

°" 1
+tid,which" had ?e?clPed him to overcomethe difficulties that bestrewedhis path. The speakerconcluded with thanks to the mayor, the- children? tSnuns^ and to all -(prolonged applause).

i,«T;Surinsi'he evening; a filie programme-was presented—
S wnS?berß- bIMr^ King' Mrs- Porter> RossJnfanX ««V M

nStw^n5al- by MAss WoodscSL n?< Haif (llohn)(llohn) ; and Nation <<Mr.KSr$Zi7
ct

S&2£Z£j£ supplied .by a^com-

The Christchurch Exhibition

Npw Vf i% i ? ext l̂dinS over nearly six.months, the
cW it If-,lntern.a^onal Exhibition was brought to aclose on Monday night. The closing ceremony tookplace m the main corridor, where the opening wL alsowlu «?*' Was a brilli^t scene

-
that met the eveWhile the enormous crowd in front of the main entrance?enc?^hP r

d'ing W6rf Wat°hing lhe afriv^ of I*e£3?iency the (*p_vernor. from the entrance gates to the doors -
o* thy building, the volunteers, picture que in tSefcSSand blue umtoL-,msan;d.with 'bayonets fixed, kept clear amarrow lane which the vast multitude on their- sidejostled and pressed in effectually kTevade

'

H'Jn *he £° vfs? of aa ad<L.e«B -to his Excellency, theHon. W. Hall-Jones saad :— Every test wihicn can WaTonablybe applied to the success of an Exhibitfon prtpounces this to be one of the most successful ever heSin the Australasian colonies.' The best proof of thteis probably the attendance,- and the attendance up tothis -date is no less than 1,970,C00. This, consideringthat the whole population of our Colony,-including theNative race, does not exceed 975,C00, is surely in thlhighest -degree gratifying.
y n tne

At the conclusion of- his Excellency's-reply LordPlunket read the following cablegram, -which he hadsent:-' The Secretary of State for the ColoSes?-MyGovernment, desires that the following message may betransited to the King on.behalf of my G^vS^ien*and ttae people of New Zealand :—
- vruv'eriwl"sn(D

'"Ihave the honor to inform your Majesty thatI
'

have to-day closed the New Zealand International Ex-hibition. The favorable anticipations your Majesty Wasgracious enough -to express regarding this undertakinehave been fully realised. The attendance nearly ap-proached 2,000,000, and the sympathetic -
interest shown-by your Majesty and by the Imperial Government havematerially assisted in its success. -My Government feelsassured that not only will the Exhibition prove ofSmanent advantage to New Zealand, but will also haveaided instrengthening the ties which bind the colonies toeach other,- the throne, and the Mother Country »'

x\The Governor then declared the Exhibition closed.
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