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people. Tn sunshine and in storm, in adversity and in
prosperity, you have _shared our joys and our sor-
rows. DBy precept and by example vcou Have  taught
us  fidelity to the Grand Old Faith, love of Coqfntry-,
pride in its traditions, and ‘gelf-sacrifice to the inter-
“ests of religion. and genuine patriot:sm_' Your broad
and enlightened views, and generous genial svmpathy
have made your name dsar to the heart of the Gael,
be he Highlander or Irish, to ‘whom you are a chief- |
lain and a leader, "May you he spaved to reach your
golden jubilee crowned, as {o-dav, wilh the love and
csicerr of your faithful pecpie. The accompanying wift is
bubt a small token of our proud apprediation’ of your
talents, your zeal, your gemdal hindness, your devoled-
ness, and your many gifts of mind and theart that

have enabled ¥You 1o do se much {or the advancement )

of religion awd education in New. Zealand.
Signed on behall of (he parishionors

W. Kirby, chairman; John - Motoney,

Kelly, treasurer ; R. Grealish, sen.; J,

'sitt; J. Scantan; J. Bovle;, dJ. Lvnch...
April 16, 1907.

At the conclusion of the address, Mr. Moroney pre-
senled Father O Neill with 'a  purse of sovercigns.

On behall of the Hiberniaw Society, Mr. J. P
Lynch congratulated Father O'Neill, and expressed in
happy terms their appreciation ¢t his gervices -duving the
past 23 vyears. - . )
Monsignor O’Leary spose on_hehalf of the clergy of
the diocese. It was a Llaas:re 4o him-to see there
represeniatives of all creeds and classes in the com-
munity—a proof of the esteem in which Father O'Neill was
held even by these outside his own congregation (ap-
plause), Ile spoke of Father O’'Neill's sucoessiul aca-
demic career, which was completed when he was canoni-
cally three vears ioo yowng 1o receive priestly orders,
Ths speaker also detailed the cireumstances (alrcady
hriefly referred to al lne beginuing of this report) under

of Milton <—
secretary ; A
'Klane; D. Has-

which ihe jubilarian came to Dunedin and was ra'ised‘
to the priesthood by Bishop Moran, by dispensation,
while still eighteen  months uwwder 1he canonical age,

Mensignor O°Leary also reviewed Falher O'Neill's long
and  frajtfu] careel as pasicr of Milton, referred in kind-
Iv terms  {o his uwndailing good spirits, his gesnislity,
nis graecrosity,  and in the pame of the clergy hoped
amt prayed that he would be spared * ad multos annos ’
(applause). '

The Rev. J, . Small (Anglican) in the course of a4
witly amd pleasant- speceh said it was not the fArst
scrasion on which he was honored Ly being on the plai-
formi 1o adidress a meeiing organised for” 1he- purpose of
showing the gemeral esteem apd regard in which Father
{¥Neill was held in the disiriet. He congratulated fhe
jubilarian on having attained tiie 25th annlversary of
his owdination 1o 1ihe priesthood. His late Holiness
I'ope Leo XIII. once said to a noble lady, a religious,
who had been praying that he might live Lo see his
hundredth year : * Dear Sistér, why pfit such a limita-
tien 1o the decisions of Divine Providemcs 7’ Why did
previous speakers only hope that Fatlver O'Neill might -
reach his gclden jubilee ? On behali of the comumnuniby
of wiich he (the speaker) was a member, he prayed to
ihke Alnighiy that Falher O'Neill might long be spared
to continue his good work 1o the glory of God and
ihe honor of kis Church (appiause).

The mayor paid a fresh tribute to Fathen O’Neill g8
a public man and a churchmsn, and to his generous
people  who, though a small
churches, schoals, ele., and hed nct g
them.
are 1’

In riding {o reply, Faller ("Neill was greeted with
prolonged applause. 1Je had nhever before experienced
the same difficulty in giving expression to the feelings
lhat were surging Lhrough his mind. He thanked them

. perny debt -upon
' What a splendid people ’, said he, * the Irish

heartily for the kind things they had said. It was to
him a day of great rejoicing. The religious aspect of
his

Jubilee took 1he foremost place in the day’s festivi-
lies. Tle had-a great deal to be thankful for to the
Provider of all good things. He was raised tg the
sacred ministry through the inslrumentality of one of
whom it had been said that * he was_every’ inch g
bishop, amd a genileman to his finger-tips '"—the late

lamented Bishop Moran.—(Applause). To have served
under him was in ilself a liberal education of the
highest ovder. ~And wlen Providence raised him  (the

speaker) to the position of
in the world,” he was favored by being placed over 5
prople whose failth and devolion and love of religion
wele wot surpassed. (Applause). Mis youth and inex-
perience may have been ohstacles tn success, but hé
had discharpged Lhe dulies Providence placed upon him
o the best of his .ability, and they ‘(his hearers)

‘ the youngest parish priesg

community, had buils _

. dertakings,

were pleased to -say, in terms far heyomd his déserts,
that his labors had not bheen entirely. “unsuccessiul.;
There was one other subject for which he was grate-
ful- to Providence. He had been made one of a body
of clétgy better than- whom were not in the Church.-
of Giod. (Applause). A more. loyal, devoted, and self-
respecting body of priests was not to be found in the-
wide world. The example of his fellow-priests and bheir
ready, gemerous, and unsellish aid had .been the great-
est strength and. coasolation to him. He had alsc been
fortunate that, in the, work .of education, he had co-
operalors who left nothing to be desired. The secular
teachers had- done good woik : bul” irom .the time the
Dominican nuns’ took charge, an .immense load had een
lifted off his. shoulders. Their work was thprpug-hly
well done. (Applause). Without the proper training of
the ehildren, our- Church would not he in the condition
ihat i5 is; our hope was in the rising generaticn;-and
when its éducation was. attended to, we h#we-no fear
for the fuiure. (Applause). ‘There was one other mat.
ler for which- he had 1o he thankful--thst his lot-Kad
been east among pecple who, even where they differed
on the mmst essential matlers, displayed a “spirit of
practical good will, and from . the Hrst showed only
kindness and the most, hearlty co-operation in. his up-
-(Applause), He .therefore tendered his most-
heartielt thanks {o his separated- brethren for the.finan-
clal and moral aid which had heiped him to overcome
the difficulties thal bestrewed hig path. The speaker
concluded with thaunks 1o the mayor, the- children, the
auns, and to ali <{prolonged applause). -

—~During the evening a fne programme was presenbed—
vocal numbers by Mr.- King, Mrs. Porter, Misses Ross
and Woods ; instrumental seleclions. by Miss Woods
(piano) and Mr, Haig (violin)'; and recitation AMr.
Christie), Dainty Tefreshments were supplied by a com-
mittes of ladies ¢f the congregation.

.

The Christchurch Exhibition

After a season extending over nearly six.months, the
New Zealand lnternational Exhibition Was brought to a
close .on Mohday night. The closing ceremony  took
place in the main corridor, where the opening was also
held, 1t was a brilliant scene - that met the eye.
While the cnorméus erowd in front of the main entrance
of the building were wutching the afrival of his Excel-
lency the Gbvernor from the enirance gates to the doors -
ol the building, the volunteers, piciu-e que in their red
antt bhiue uniforms, and with bayonets fixed, kept clear g .
Uarrow Jahe which the vast multitode on their- side
jostled and pressed in effectually to evade, ’
. in the course of am add.ess"To his Excellency, the-
Hon. W. Hall-Jones said —~Every test which_can reag-
onably-be applied to the success of an Exhibition pro-
pounces this to be one of the most successful ever held
In the Australasian colonies.  The begt proof of this
is probably the attendance,- and the attendance up to
this date is no less than 1,970,000, This, considering
that the whole population of our Cclony,. including +the
Native race, does not exceed 975,000, is surely in ‘the

highest ‘degrea gratifying. ~

At the conclusion of- his Excellency’srreply, Lord
Plunket read the following cablegram, - which he had
sent :— The Secrelary of State for the Colonies,—My
Government  desires that the following message may be
transmitied” to the King on .hehalf of my Government
and the people of New Zealand :— - .

“ T have the honor io inform your Majesty that I
have to-day closed the New Zealand International Ex-
hibition. The favorable anticipations your Majesty was
gracious enough - to” express regarding this undertaking
have heen fully realised. Thée attendance nearly ap-
proached 2,000,000, and the sympathetic - interest shown
by your Majesty and by the Imperial Government have
materially assisted in its success, -My Government feels
assured that not only will the Exhibition prove of per-
manent advantage to New Zealand, but will also have
aided in strengthening the ties which bind the colonies to
éach other,- the throne, and the Mother Country,” ?

“.The Governor then declared the - Kxhibition closed.
Al y - - -
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