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4 Reorgamsmg Lord Aberdeen

The Empire is .once more iy dabger, the Throne is
rocking,“the Bible 'is' in a bad way.. So much, in sub-

stance, we learn from an alarm raised - in’ the sha.pe of a,

resolution by the Grand Ordnge’ Lodge in Dublin.  The
cause of the coming ca,ta.clysm is a usit whlch Lord

Aberdeen (Lord Lieutenant of Ire]a.md)’ and Lad'y Aber-

deen had the unspeakable gudacily - to pay recently to
the Man of Sin—the *Pope o Room’ The gifted

couple are being treated to some of the chinks of old

red sandstone. which the ‘safiron brethren have been
heaving off and on at the King and Queen.. But the
viceregal pair know their minds. . They know .théir Ire-
land, toc—how (among other things) a large landslide
from the Orange ranks- has crossed the valley to. the
side of the men who love their counmry ; ~ they see the
shadow of impending events and they are not likely to
sit up o' nights worrying over busybody resolutions

passed by the ullra-Tory leaders of the Yellow Agony. ’

Lerd and Lady Aberdeen are very popular in_Jreland.
And since the days of Lord Fitzwilliam, no viceroy_in
the Western Isle has come so-near Lo the ideal expressed
in Chesterfield’s words :
Irish Lord Lieutenant than ga down to posterity as the
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland’. Therein lies the head
and front of Lord Aberdeen's offending— In all proba-
bility he will be the Home Ruls Vicercy., 1f the

brethren want to dish and carve him, they had betfer .

let the contract to somehody else.

<A Fanatical Crank’

A woman's strengih is greatest when robed in gen-
tleness; a man’s, when clad in Christian courtesy,
Strength and dignily are lost by a man when he
swears, by a woman when she nags. In such circum-
stances it is well to give eilher a good deal of lee-
way. This is, no doubt, the reason why the Catholic
ecclesiastical authorities in Melbourne decline to touch
the clergyman of a small conventicle who has for some
time past achieved a ~very- unenviable notcriety for the
utter recklessness, ihe coarse vehemence, and the vene-
mous iteration of his atfacks on the Good Shepherd
nums. ’ ' ’

* That man is sure to iose
Who fouls his hands with dirty foes;
¥or where no honor's to be gained,
'Tis thrown away in being maintained.’

Like the prince's ¢lown in * Much Ado About Nothing,’
he is a dull fellow, with a gift for spreading impos-
"sible slanders. The third of his altempbs-—all unsuc-
cessful—to remove girls from the care of the nuns
was met with an official minute by Sir Alexander
Peacock to the effect that ‘a very complete report®
had been made on the case ; that the parson’s * sfate-

ments are not correct ' a.mi that *ihe child will re-.

“main at Abbotsford Convent, where she was placed at
the request of her father on his deathbed.’ In his re-
port the official investigator *sized up '’ the reverend
‘ Pasha of many tales ’ thus-:— ’ .

* The writer of. is a fanatical

the attached letter

crank  who is constantly bringing himself under publiec .

notice’ by his wanton attacks on tihe Abhotsiord Con-
vent, and gettxng people likKe young S. to sign them.!

If a Catholic priest made such unjustifiable attacks
upon a Protestant charitable institution at this ¢ fan-
atical crank?® has been making on curs, he (the Catho-

l‘ic) would very soon find hxmself under ecclesm.stfma.l
" censure.

¢+ Nothing New, Nothmg True

We have just risen from the perusal oi a speechby
a, much—advertlsed exponent ,of the ¢ new theology '—a

in

¢ T would rather be called the .

- we sard- last waek)a that Lha
“brethten should express a.ny astomshment ab the -<new

"by an mv-mmble

clergyman who, professing to be a minister of the Gos-
pel of Christ, sérenely denies or .questions sundry dog—
miatic facts upon which Chmstla.nlty 'ls based.: As
Byron said 111 another connection, . T

‘ His speech is a fine sample, on 'che whole R
. Of rhetoric which - the Iea. ‘n'd ca.ll ugmarole oo 5

It "is a comhmatlon oE very d"Tuted blbhca.l lore dam-
aged logic, fuzzy and foggy 1ndeﬁn1ﬁeness~—a. -rehash- of
old heresies, cont»almng (as one cr1tw has’ plbhlly put
it) ‘nobhmg; ‘new: and- nothmghtme The Surprise is '(as
preachers Retoxmed

theologian’s ’ va.ga,nes Ehe explanatmn of their" ‘mthg-
ént  cirprise ' “lies evidenily- in the fact that (as .
Brownson sa.ys)“ ¢ fow filen ever reason out their own
systems.’ The Reformed creeds -d-lsclalm any authonty
to - teach. They (officially) xefer the 1nd1v1dua.1 mqulral:
to the Bible. ‘Take it’, they say, *study it; umn-
derstand it as Lest you can; interpret it a.s may -
seemy —well, to your critical l\nowledge or 1gn0ra.nce

draw up your ‘own creed and moral code from_ it.

That is your -affair; it is your: right—the nght of
private _judgment ! And then, if, in the - exercise of
this supposed * right,’ he happens not to understand or
interpret- the Seriptures according to their - standards,

they excommunicate him ! But on their own prlnc‘lples,
are not the Rev. Mr. Campbell's dénials as ‘priho-
dox’ as thexr affirmations ? Why (on 'their prmclples)
is it wrong for” My Campbell to differ from them; and
right for them to difler from.Mr. Campbell? = 7

Summa : It is not- Chnstla,mty that is placed be-
fore the bar by the old ° néw theology ’'—it s ‘the
principle cf private judgment, as opposed to the prm—
ciple of authority, in religion. More: than three cden-
turies ago it, was pointed out that the tyranny of pri-
vaté opinion in religion involved. perpetual self-contra-
dicticm and led to- ereedal anarchy. It has given the
workl more than  three hundred - years -of doctitnal
stammering in all the tongues of Babel. But {here is
this difference : that  ihe Reformed principle has- never
given wus even the decent semblance of an drdered. or
symmetrical doztrinal structuré—a  creedal tower of
Babel—as a memorial of ihe confusion of tongues; for
it pulled down with _.one hand what it bhuilt up with
the other. Creedal confusion and anarchy hbegan  with
‘the birth of the Reformaiton. The ‘new theology’ is
simply the old Reformed theology driven in to the Uni-
tarian moteh. Driven home to the head, it spells pure
rationaligm—of the sort thai has played such havoc with
belief in dogmatic Christianity among many of the Protes-
tant clergy in the German Fatheiland. Those who, recoil”
fr¢m unbelie! and rationalism dare not push the Reformed
principle of puva.te judgment to its consistent and logi-
cal issue. Tn " fact, not one’ Reformied -denomination
frankly accepts this principle as a working * proposi-
tlon. They whiitle down the °*right’ of .private judg-
ment by all manner of crecds and slandards and con-
fessions oi -faith, assent to ‘which -.they reguire under
pain of excommumca.tlon _.On then? own principle, this
is a tyranny and an usurpation.  But- this self-contra-
diction, this speaking W1Lh a double tongue, is a me-
cessity of theéir 'position. ~ It "is the enforeed (‘bhough
wholly mqonmstent) partial J:ecogmtnon of. the principle of-
‘Church a.uthomd:y, against which the Reformers re-
belled during the religious revolution ‘of the sixteenth
eentury. This curious effiort to mingle oil and water,
to reconcile Yes and-No, to overlay” the supremacy of’
private oplmon with autlhority, enabled ihe new creeds,
however, t0 maintain some semblance cf- veligion. | Those
who follow the lead of ihe private judgment to T its
terminus, land in pure rationalism. Those wh (hke-
Brownson,” Newman, Mamning, ard so many others)
follow the lead of the principle of authority that is
quietly - smuggled 1nto the Refcrmed creeds, are brought
loglc into the = bosom of Catholu,
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