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A - mosL distressing drowning fatality occurred at
Waihdla on Tuesday- afiernoon, resultmg in the dedth .
of two  boys—Ernest Mulla.ney “and -~ Thomas Curran—
who “Wwere atlending the Catholic . “Schools’ picnic. 1t
appears that three small hoys the lad “Curran being
one of them, were pathing in  some shallow. waber
close mshpre on the Iake, when .a-flat-boltomed din ey
came - floating by. The dirgey was floaling hotiom up-
wards, and the bo¥s got on .lo. it, and amused them-
sclves in this “way for some 1.1m(, unconséious of the
"fact that the dingey was duftﬂng intc deep water.
The three boys, it~ appears, -eventually --realised . the
position, and jumped or--slid ‘oft the bottom of the .
dingey, and found themsclves in. 7it of water. Vhe Loy
Curran, who was about ~12-yecars of age, and  Wwho
resided at Kensington, on gelting inlo decp water le-
came frightened and lost confidence, and one of 1he
other boys went 1lo bis assistance, but owing 1o the -
.depth of the watler and the struggles of Curran had
to let him go and swim lo ULhe shore lo save him-
self from drowning, -~

BErnest Mulla.ney <{a son of Secrgeant Mullaney,
Tort Chalmers),* who was$ bathing by the’ shore,
the danger, and, promptly went out 1o the dmtlessed
boy’s assistance. For  1his = purpose e swam
out, and - succeeded in” reaching Curran, but
was unable _to bring - him - ashore, and both boys
sank 1ogether amd were drowned. Mullaney, who was
a strong swimmer, was 14 -yea“rs of age, Tuesday he-
ing his birthday.

When the news 'of the accident became known, all
the available boals on the lake were immediately put
in requisition, and 1lhc place where 1lhe accident oc-
curred was dragged with fishing nets and other appli-
ances, and at about S o'clock both bodies were re-
covered, when it was found ihat Curran had this arms
firmly clasped round Mullaney’s neck.”

The sad oceurrence, as was_ 1o be maturally
pected, cast a gloom over the :people present, aml
the deepest sympathy was- expressed on all sides for
the parents and relatives of the boys drowned —R.L.P.-
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(From our own correspondent.)
* February 12,

The new Tatholic presbylery is well nigh com-
pleted. .
Owing to the depariure of Mr. A. J. Muller {from
this district, Mr. M. J. Burmess has taken owver 1he

con-duct:orshvxp of the choir, which is doing excep‘mon—
ally well under his able gmdance

Mr. H. P, Madden has been  appointed to represent
the local branch of the H.A.C.B. Society at the iri-
ennial movable meeting to be held at Auckland in
March.

The weatlher for some time past has been excep-

tionally dry, and busmess in connection with the
sheep market is practically al a. siandsiill Many -
prass fires have occurred of late, one fa,rmer having

the whole of_his crop burnt.

The Catholic Literary Society held thelr annual
meeting a short time ago, when, the following officers
were elected (—President, Mr. S. Madden; vice-presi-
dent, Mr. W. I\[oria.tty; freasurer, Rev. ‘Father McDon-
helt ; secretary, Mr. I. Madden ; librarian, Mr, Jos.
Mmson, council, Messrs, M. J. Burmss, T. OCa.rroll
D. McDonnell, M. Fitzgeraid, and E. Hamrahan ; audi-
tors, Messrs. ¥. Brophy and Jas. Murphy.

On Thursday, February 7, ihe Literary Society gave
an ‘at home’® 1o which they invited their  friemds.
There was & larpe atiendance, and Mr. 8. Madden
{president) occupied- ilie ehair. The proglamme congis-
1ed of games, music, and recitations. Those who assis-

iéd. were :—Songs, Misses Brankin, Hamil, C. Madden,
A, McDounrpell, and F. McEenna, and Me*ms Jas. Han-
raban, T. and J, Healy, and - T. Brophy ; pianoforte

solos, Mrs, Scremt, Misses Brankin and C'altwt'lgvht {Oam-
aru), and Mr. Ferhandes; recitation, Mr. F.o K.
Cooper. During 1he evening opportunity was taken 1o
present ihree -dm]omas of merit. from the. Executive of
ihe Federaied Tatholic Young Men’s Sociéties to'Messrs.
F. K. Coovner, M. J. Burgess, and D. McDonnell for
distinguished- services to {he societv. Mr. Burgess was
also presented with a dinloma as first orize in ihe local
elnb’s oratorical comwetition. Mr.” Madden in malking-
ihe vresentafion made a few complimentary remarks,
psnecially congrainlating Mr. Burgess on his  speech,
The reciplents sulta.bly respon-doﬂ

" urday,

"William Casserly, who was Filled, was the son of Mr.
W,

“of ' age.

of sa,ymg farewsll to Mr.
“years™

SRR Interprovmclal
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The new convent at Akaroa. for . the Slstets ot-‘

Miss Mary O'Rorke, Convent High School New
Piymouth, passed the Civil Service exa,mma.tlon

was the only pipil presented.

Owing to0 a blasting accident at Milburn on Sa&-
two men were killed;) ard three-injured. Mr.
Casserly, -of - Fairfax, - Milion,

and  was™ 22 years -
His brother, Mr..

P. Casserly, was seriously

injured. i ‘ . . T
We have 1o acknowledge receipt of ihe
School Annual ' of the Convent of Oux - Lady of Good
Counsel, Rockhampton, . The annual devotes most of
its space 1o accounts of ihe various events
look place duting the scholastic year.
creditable . original coniributions in prose and verse,-and .

a number of llustrations, all of wlueh ma.ke up a very
1ea.da;ble magazine, '

A sad accldent occurrevd ab Wa.mmte on
evening. Dr, Barclay ~ -was driving a mo}ox car,
which" were his son and ‘his ¥
James Q'Connor, about

--in
groom, a.» youth. name-d
18 years "of. age. Comma’

the opposite direction,
out.  The shaft of the trap struck O’'Contor _ on - the”
breast, and he -died a few-minutes later. Dr.-. Barclay'
and his som weie ot 1n1u1od The. men in' the {rap .
were not thrown out, afd' the only.damage to the
vehicle was the bleakmg of ,ene end.of the shafi.

A very pleasant ga.thermg (says the’ Christchurch
‘Press ') took place at the office at ihe Lytitelton
Gaol on Thursday evening, January 31, for the purpose

Johtn Joyce, ' who, .atter. 17
service in the gaol, and who during. the last few
vears has “acted as ‘clerk, has resigned in order to:stake.
up farming in ihe North Loburn district. There was a
large number of the gaol bfficials present, on bebalf of.
whom, Mr. M. Cleary, governor of ‘the gaol, presented
Mr. Joyee with a purse-of sovereigns and a handsome-
Iy illuminatad address. In * makmg: tie presentation
Mr. Cleary referred to Mi.

ihe. gaol officials at the departure oi 50 . popular-

an
officer after, many years of service. * On ' behalf of the
staf Mr. Cleary wished Mr. Joyce every bappiness’

and prosperity in” his future life, "Mr. Joyee feelingly
responded and heartily thanked Mr. Cleary and his bro-
iher officials for thdir valuablet. gifts and kind wishes.
Mr. Joyce was ajso the réciplent of an address “from

-the  visiting justices, who expressed their hlgh apprecia-

tion of the qua.llmes of tact and countesy he had . a.l-
ways .displayed m the discharge of his” duties.

In the course of an Jinterview in Sydney Sir J. G.
Ward said :—* We have never had anything approaching
the record-for the nine-months -of .the present . year.
Our - revenue is  1ore than  £600,000 higher

vear. And there is nothing abnermal-in it, but,- on
the contrary, n steady growth of business, a.n-d the de-
velopment of the interior and of the towns and citles,
fo account for this increass. Our reverue has grown
in every department of the public service -excepting in

. lerritorial revenue—and in respect of -this it may .he ex-
* plained that the cause of  the decrease is found in the

fact that we have not been disposing of anytlling like
the same quantity of land as in previous vears. In
our railways, stamps, Customs, post and telegra.phs, and
marine, there has heen this increase ;
branch of the public service gives a reflex of what is
going on in the country -genmera]lv. But in. no .sense

- She .

* High °

which .
There are some-

Thursday. -

. dpwn the Mile road the car ran into a trap coming‘in -
and ihrew the three- accupants -

Joyce in terms of, the high-
_est appreciation, and voiced the great regret felt hy all

—

“than it was for the correspemding nine months .of last °

in fact,,every .

can one say 1ihere is a boom: Our revenue has " been.

increasing qtea'dﬂy for some vyears: and I pradxcted

when speaking in Wellington the mgm‘. ‘before . Jeaving.

that at,the end of the present guarfer, when Ahe “finan-

cial year will-end, our country will have had a ,recorcl‘

vear Ior revenue—-exceedm I think,

£8, 276,000,
£700,000 better than ~in Inst Yoar.
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A young lady desires position as orpanist...

My, W. 'Sey, painter and decorator, Colombo street.
Christeharch,  draws atleniion 4o his comnrehenswe
stock of new seasou’s wall™ papers, heautifu! in de-
sign, rich in coloring, and carefully selected-drom: the "
best British manufacturers. He has also a. lazge 5e-
leclion of other artistic decora.tiwe materials..

J C. BALDEH

OA.RGILL ROAD . & CUTTEN STREET, will.open. Dental Ilnomsmttﬂntgill'laﬂormr,
¥ .South" Dunetin, fon: Betnher‘at_h, sAll +dental, work undertaken. Teeth extracted One!Shilling, 7

~Mercy will;"be blessed and opened on ‘Sundsy.by the :.
-Very Rev. Tather Lo Menant des: Clesnais,>.V: G,



