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A DOUBLE HOLD-UP

Down -the path : toward lbe barn tmdgul
Hewitt,

'

Uncle

-his lauteru casting splashes. wof light out
into- the da.x:kncss of “lhat hour which comes just De-
jore daybreak. ‘L

The wagon had ~ been loa,ded with produce  ilhe -

night before; . so’that when .he had harnessed old- Bets.
he would be. ready to- s.t-a.xt on. his drive of twenty..
miles %o the city. He was ™ congratulating Himself.
upon his early starl- wher the kitchen. door opened-
with a creak, and Aunt Man,dy called in cautious
tones * ‘Hetht .0 Hewitt, you'll be careful on ihe
way home, won't you ?? .
‘ Yes, E'll be cateful !’ he called back cheeuly =
¢ And don’t forget Lo put your money in ihe sack
ard  pin 1t inside your vest with that safety pin I
pave you.’ ’
I won't forget,” he answered, still wa.]kfmg on.
The kitchen door closed, then opened quickly with
3 dceided squea’t, and Aunt Mandy called, in-an exag-

geraled stape whisper, “Hewilt, O Hewitt 4’ and the
whisper reaciied him down the length of the yard.
‘What do you want ?' he asked, a {rifle crossly,

for he did mnot like to be delained.

¢ Are you sure you've gob ihe pistol?’.

*Yes, I'm just as sure of it as I've been cvery -
ime 1've started to the ety for the last fifteen
years, and just as sure I won't have any use for i,
and I'll Say right now that this is ihe last iime I
ever intend to cany the old thing along.’

He shut the yard gate with a bang thal - put a
stop to all further warnings from the Lkitchen door..

Out upon the road he started old Beis at a brisk
trol, meaning 1o cover a good part of-the drive be-
fore the sun came up. - )

His lantern cast shadows upon ezch -side of Abe
familiar road, making it look sirange and ghostly.

**Pain’t much wonder “Mandy worries and feels
uycasy about me,” he mused. ‘ As many trips as 1
make Pefore day and after night, "it does seem a bit

risky, and always coming home with momney, ioo; hut
as for that highwayman of hers that she's. alwa}fs
conjuring up, that’s 1loo ridiculous for -any use.- -1

zuess the day's past for Iughway.mcn Lin {his cwlhse'd
country, leasiways round aboul here,’ "and he chuckled
a5 he thoughlt of {he many - limes he had listened o
his wife's admomtlou from lhe crack of the . kilchen
door, - :

The sun 1ose upoh a glorious autumn  morning,
and Uncle Hewitl jogged alomg into the city ih time
for - carly market. ‘The load of produce sold unusually
well, and by a little alier noon Uncle Hewilt was -
veady for the return trip. - - . -

Aifer he had passed the city limils, he stopped
old Bets by the roadside, and put the proceods of his
sales into the little bag, stitched by Aunt Mandy’'s-
careful fingers for this purpose. He pipmed the bag in-
side his vest with a safety pin, and ™ then staned
again on the homeward trip.

When about hall-way home he saw in the voad just
ahead of him- a dapper young man, who walked will a
slight Hmp. As Uncle Hewitt drew up even with him,
ilre stranger looked up and asked, wilh a plcasa»n-t

- smile, ‘ Could you give a fellow a Hft for. a Eew
miles 7’
‘ Well,. now,-I ‘yveckon 1 can, if you ihink that

riding behind old Bets will be any guicker
geltting over 1le  road than: walking,’'
sponded.

* IV may . not be-any quia\m but il will Lelta,mly
he easier for one who is shghtly cripplod, awd Im
_sure T am very.: grateful ‘Lo you,’

‘This ain't a stylish rig,” Uncle IIewlLt smd asphc
moved over 1o make room on tihe seat for hlS
senger, * It's “just “my “market wagon, but 1t’sa. good ~
one, and has hadled many a paying load for me."

The young man proved a good lislener, anl as
Tucle Hewitt liked nothing bepter’ than a good-lis--
" tlener, he waxed eloguent in hig dmcuphn'ns, of ‘rhc
‘market business aml‘ ihe, ma.nagenwnt of -a’ p'wmg
truck farm.

The young man asked such very intelligent
‘tions at such opportune (imes that Uncle Hewitt's
heatf warmed towards.him, and he was gbon . telling
him with the¢ utmost ilecdom of his successes of 1he
day, of the” éarly selling ouf, and of ihe round sam -
4he produce had hlought him. -

The {alk-conlinued on various ~lines of farm’ work,
until n the midst of .a dissertation on the value of
rotben Wwood.used as 2 fertilizer- io start.sweel pota- .
to beds properly, Uncle Hewilt was interrupted " by the
young man exclaiming, ‘Oh, what is that over {here,

- just beyond 1hat hig trec? Lopk quick !?

way of
Tucle IIC\Vltt re—

ques-

. pas: |

Uncle” Iewitt  looked, but. saw .nothing unusual,
- “‘Wheri© he turned apgain towmﬂb his.companion he saw

something” very unusual—the muzzle of a. s'hmmg revol-
ver copfronting “him ! .

-~ The 'young  man was -smiling, and said -pleasantly,
‘0, was ont looking for game, and I am very lucky
in ﬁndmg you on one of your most successiul _days.
No, you-needn't make any. disturbance.. I happea. to
know tliat the country is not thickly “settled just
here, and you canncl--obtain--1ilp,” Just. hand me the
proceeds for to-day, please, and You. may keep your
watlch and other valuables.' ..

Uncle Hewitt bharted to open hlS mouth, but .ihe -
look in the young man's eyes and- a litile chok near
his own eyes caused, him to open 'his vest instead,”
and hand over the lnttle Jbag - conbaining- bhle precious
funds.

The , young man_bowed
climbed "from the wagon,
you for your Lyndness,
a bt of advice.

pohtely ; then;, as he
he said, ‘I, wish to  thamnk
and in ret.um 1let” me give You
Don't make it a “custom to take in

" stramge passengers ‘and give them  your confidence, -
Good-by, Mr, Hayseed !t ?

And he started ‘back toward Lhe cily w1t;h no sign-
.of a limp.

That appellation of - Mr I—I:s.yseed was the last
straw added to Uncle Hewiti's bla.z:mg temper. It was
Thad cnough to lose so much of one's hard earnings,
but t be ridiculed atlerwards - was -intolerable. He
allowed old Bets to pled on, but he reached -down,
amnd, groping under the seal, broughb oud - the oLd
horse pisiol, and slipping out over - the tail bhoard of
the wagon, he started in pursuit of his_former pas--
- senger. The rattie of the wagon and the thud-6f old
Bets’ feet drowned the sound -of his approa,gh as' he
agained on the lelow I—le ca.me.up beL‘lnd him and
shoutcd. suddenly : - ~

N ({Teo be concluded next week)

- “The Lights of Olden “Times

e N e 4

The . sconce- aid the lantern
tluoughout. the  Middle, Ages,
_scohice Was a light, conv’eyed and- guanded from  the
“wind,” lifted down by the handle, and distinct from the
la,ntcln serving somewhal the saine purpose,_but. hung
by a chebn

Lanterns in {he thirteenth century were made of
gold, silver, copper, or irem, according to the means of
the owuer. 'Thé h,:,nt. in the laiter was shielded from
the wind by thin sheels- of lorr. Lantern malnng was
an .important industry in Paris,

Noblemen and rich merchants Look to havmg luxuri-

were in genel,al use
-sa¥s * Gas Logic.” The

. ous litlle travelling equipmenls made_ for them, and
among ihese . were travelling cafdlesticks and wash -
basias in fine enamelled work, the secret of which is

now_ lyst. -

'1‘he custom  of ha.ung, seivants carry ﬂa.mbea.ux. ab
festlvals also became “general about this time, and a
" strange and iragic incident is contiecled . with this
fashion. At a ball given by-Charles VI, the torches
carried by some careless scrvanis came too near {he
headdiesses of certain persons dressed as savages and
set them on fire. The unforiunate guesis-wereburned
-to  death, and (he King, al the sight, lost his reason,
a madncss which ‘w,d 2. beuous. eﬁect on the lustory of

- France. '

Magic lanlerns were mvent-e'l a‘rr 1119 tlme of King
Francis I, A device on a. somewhat similar plan was
used as a sign belore shop doors to atbract cusiom.

Tamps fell inlo disfavor at_ihe beginning of the
sevenleonth centwry, and were only used ~by ihe . poor
and - in_ passages-atd slables where -the smoke could
.evaporate and a greal deal of hght ‘was ‘needed. Can-
dles then  reached {leir pcrtecblon, and candlesticks
-their—most cxquisite form. A ° candlestick of crysial

| "-given by Louis~XIV. to - La Vallieretis still- in exist-
-enes, and .it was at this time, a.lso, that the Lrystal
pendanls” eame inio- Ia.shlon

. Street illumiration Wwas nol seriously a.ttempt-ed in
Daris - uniil the middle of tlie seventeenth century. In
ihe first years of that notable’ century the strecils of -
Paris were dark. The rich were escorted by lackeys

~hearing torches, the middle-class folks picked iheir way
lanlern in hand, while the poor slid along, feeling theic
_way by- the walls, #Tn his  edict’ of Septembel 1667,

the " Kiig' provided that candles inclosed .in "a  cage ot
glass should _he hang - by_cords af ihe height of the
first story of ~the house, . ihree lanterns for overy
street, one ab each -emd a,nd ane id -thé middle, Af

the sound of a hell struck by a wa.tchma.n, they were
- lighted. . . - .
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