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God ' they reduced the number and mitigated the atro-
city of wars between Chrislian States. ¢ The. Popes of
Jlhe middle -ages,’ said the late Lord' Ch1ei Justice
Russell, ¢‘detetmined many 'a hot dlsput’e\hetween\ rival
- forces without loss of human life’. Fox.emos‘b amongst

these great Chns'tla.n agenls of the Princé of;-Peace
were Leo. the.- Gireat, Pope HGregory. the Great, Fope
Zachary, Pope Stephen IT., Pope Bonilace VIIL., and (to

come to our own day) Pope Leo XIII., who arbilrated
between Germany and Spaid-in -a grave dispute ahout
tlie Caroline Tslands, and . blought to a-iriendly issue
critical difierences between Chile and Argentina, and be-
tween Hayll and San Domingo, over. questions. of de-
limitalion -of frontier. ) ~

- 'R -

With the Reformaiion, the position of the Pope as

{he international peacemaker and ‘court of appeal gradu- *

ally declined. The Hague Conference—ior Which .pre-
parations are now being made—is an attempt 1o sct up
anolher. permanent court of last instance between nation
and nation. Where-so much ha,ngs nowadays - by Wwat,
there was perkaps: never 4 “time when a. wo11d-arb1ter of
some eﬁectwe kind was .mpre sorely needed. YHow far
the Ha,gup tnbunal will ﬁil the pla.ce 50 jlong occu-
pied by the Popeb remams,,to be seen. - But. Mr, Stead
is not alone in- the .opinion that-:it is necessary lo
have in all international disputes 'an appeal 1o some
authority ¢ sufficiently high above the disputants to take
an impariial view of the whole case, and sufficienlly
honest to dedide the question on ts ments without
Being *‘ nobbled ”’ by either party in the quarrel . i, And
such a one Mr. Siead believes. the, Pope i be.- To the
Supreme Pontifl- rank is ‘nothing. He is incorruptible,
_imdependent, neulral, venerated- throughout the civilised
world. FHe is a sovercign with no, boungdaries to] pro-
tecl, mo hontwrs to push fo-*wa.rd e relies on moral
force only, and can ach mdepcndently and accondmg 1o
the dictates of his conscmnce He is sea.ted J'on a
throne from which no powe1 can remove him, a.nd from
whicly he can se;enely and mspasslona.tfely Dvcrlook
rulers who put their“trust in fleels and ariies, and do-
cide without dlstuxba.ncc from secondary ‘%msulela.tlons
what makes for nght and juslice.
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£4000 for Ireland

‘In the old legend, when Brother Dale (‘ Give')
was 'thrust out of the monastery, Bmthel Dabitur {(‘It-
will-be-given-to-you ') "followed soovn of his own accord..
In New Zealand, Brothdr Daté dispenses largess with a
generous  hand 1o every ‘good cause that needs agsist-
ance, against every wrong that mneeds’ resistance. Despite
the unfa.vo;mble season: of {he™ anmual hollda.y ma,kmg,
the Irish -~ Delegales had, a week -ago, recewed from
generous_fiiends and s}‘mpa,bhlsers ‘after a very brief .
lesthiring period, ihe sum of £4000 for the furtherance '
of the cause of self-governmént for - the Green Isle,
And-it is anticipated- that New Zealand’s boun’oyr towa.uls .
I—Iome Rale will” amount 1% aboul £5000, Where Bro-
iher Date’ (that is, ihe Lmdiy and fan—mmded spmt of
our people) has beeh 50° open—han-ded we trust that ¢
Bmther Dabitur (lhe Lmdly P.Lovldence ihat watehes
Gver our land) -will: continye "to Pour His gifts in full
and flowing measure upon our’ shores. With nations, as
with individuals, thé bread cast upon the’ rumung; witers

“comes “baok agmn, sometzmcs m the ]ong Tun, sometlme's .
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Home- Rule

* The argument for Home Rule,’ says the Dublin
‘ Weekly. Freeman’, quoting Isaac Bubs, * to bédrawn
from Canada was a strong ome. In 1839 Canada was
with 'duﬁculf.y' heid by force of arms for the - Brilish
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Crown. Canata , was , in, open 1e,he111orn The expevr-
ment ‘was tried of gwmg, C‘ana.da. "Home “Rule. 1t has
not dmm‘qegra.ted the TFhnpire. " Canada had-two. Pro-
, vinces, differing in race, religiom, in laﬁguage, and., in
“law.” Lower Candda contained .a great French popula—
% tion. hostile to Enlgia;nd alienated . from her by“memomes'
"ot recent conguess,- and Ca.bn-ohc in:. theif’ ~religion.
Upper Canadd. was peopled- chicfly. by Em_gllﬂh Protesta.nt
sebtlers by Purﬂ.ans from Scobland, and- Irlsl{ Orange-
men from the Ba.nn Home Rule LWas ] gva.nted o
Canaida, Provinces that 5egmed aj;ra.yegif wwsb aach
Other in Lopeless a,nta.gomsm and., dlSCOld .are, q;qw
- unitéd together, The Frénch: Cathohcs of. Lower: ‘Cappda
and- the JEnglish Nuoritans and-Irikh Orﬂ:ng',emen of: Upp;,r
Ca.nada. meet. in.-ope- I’arllament lo: serve: ‘the‘ 1nte1.e tg ol
a_ commol count‘rry) o SRR K
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“The Earthquake w T T e
I . the matter of -big

1906

earthguakes, ihe fea‘f’

has been (say the experts) very much=below the re-
cord of ils next predecessor, 1905, But in 1805, the
first-class quakes carried on, .their rough horse-play. in

desert-lone and mouniain-range,- where -they had ‘rodm
and verge enough-for their wild romps without ~ tramp-
ling the souls oul_of lmma.n bem s to any great extent

that tossed ami crached and crumpl-ed the‘ha.ndmra.it; ot
man in San- Fla.nmsco, Valparaiso, apd (during the past
week), at Kingston in Jamaica. A shell that-bursis in
open and untenanied ground merely pock-marks - the-sur-
face. .But we know . whalseven: the. .old blagkm;gde;
Prussian shells did' among “the close-packe(i hasses of
French troops that were erammed and .jammed into the
streets of Sedan on that fateful September evening

in
1870. And in lire manner even a third-class earth-
guake can do first-class_ damage when, like an  under-
ground Samson, it seizes and. shakes wha.tevel comes

wilthin the reach of 1ts blind Tage in. closé-packed cen-
tres of populatlon
*

The people of Jamalca. lmve not a.Cquucd tha.t ea.sygv
famniliarity with earthquakes whicli makes ~those of} Mg,n—
ila .so placid. and. phlegmatic over . their oft-recurrmg
shocks., J amaicans are rather prone to assogiate.seismic
troubles with the ruih that, came tq their, dsland . in

1780° and 1692 © A devastating hurricane, a, seismic
. wave, and fire added to tihe horrois of the—qua.ke ol‘I )
1780. °Plunder, famine, and pestilence tollowe;i B

‘ford in his ¢ Account of’ Jamaica ’ tells how the’ plague
was ‘' of so malignant 'a.nature that: ‘death oftén..cut:-off
the victims’ careers within an hour of the ﬁrst g,ttack
As many as 4326 of’ the wretched inhabifants nuserably
perished--soul and body- severed "amidst the. smtt agony.
of falling trees or masonty-'or plague; m: the slower
tortures of sheen hunger ; and pmperty was da.ma.o'ed
to the extent- of £1;320,000.-
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Far more termhle was th;, ea.rthqua.ke of J.uue-s'l

1692. M%&WI‘S
an epocll in the lustory' of Jamalca—-—hke ‘the Forty-

" five’ in Scotland. and (in a smaller wq,y) ‘, the. pjght of

the big. wind’ ' by the mgle-nooks of” Irelaud " Grardner,
for instance, in his- * History- of. -Ja maféa *- (London,
1873) divides_the * Periods.!. of "the.island’s history as
follows : L-—Discovery ;, IL—From.. bhe Conguest by, the
Enghsh to {he Great  Earthguake (1692); III. —From
ihe’ Barthquake to the Commencement of tihe Anti-
sla.very struggle (1782). And §0 on. ‘The noontide stﬂl—
‘ness of a- glowmg day. in-1692 was ‘broken: by & tvh‘updermg
noise. Then came a serics of ' shocks! 'Ma.s.oxfryg crashed,”
collapsed, ‘ot Wwas riven. mto*smlthers pa.lt ‘of the city
dipped benecath a mlghty seismic wave that came thun-

dering in; and ships Wwere lung™ like corks over the
sunken .I;ums. The earth opened and -swallowed- people
alive. In some places  lbe-dead were only  partially

turied, and the pariah. dogs scame and feasted upon

them ‘The horror% oi the eVent : says Gardner, * were
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