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controversy was conducled in -the coarsest- and most
acrimonious spirit: *Tuba's’ suggestion that because
an attempt to bring about an agreement failed dhen "a
fortiori > it will.Iail wow, .is therefore. entirely wrong.
The *‘a fortiori’ is guwile the other, way about. (u)
Although the Kuropean movement
suceesstul, it rendered. subsuantial sgrvice to the Church
‘—precisely the wind of service which "l maintain =~ the
proposed conference would remder here, evem though it
failed in its direct objeci. in the first place the move-
ment had a very important educative effect. (n this
point I quote Alzog, who I$ universally recogmised as
a standard authority on ihe .subject. On p. 47, vol
iv. of his ¢ Ghurch #listory ', referring to this move-
ment - he says: *If the efforis of Uhese great men

were unsuccessful, iliey at least made clean 10 both par-

ties the only possible bads of a unmion, brought loth
1,0 understand each other bhelter, and to entertain more
sandly. feelings ;  and- in this way.relieved the Church of
many of the charges Ialsely Wrought against her. A
like effect was produced by the compendious but mas-
terly Exposition of the Catholic Doctrine by Bossuel,
in which, while clearly sctiing forth the Catholiec ieach-
ing, he did full justice to the objections and  pre-
judices .of the Protestants, proving to them by jrreirag-

able apguments _ -lhat in separating themselves from
the -Catholic Church the great hultk of them  took
the step in ignorance, rather ihan with a full know-

ledge of what lhey were doing.”’ -

Then, besides *elping to dispe] Proiestant prejudice
ihe movement resulled in ccrtain more tangible gains
10 the Chureh. *‘In consequence,’’ confinues  Alzog,
“ many of the German princes, seeing and acknowledg-
ing their mistake, to the great joy of Holy Mother
Churclh, returned to the unily of faith. Among these
were Ernest, Landgrave of Hesse; John Frederick of
Brunswick, then reigning Duke of Hanover; . Fredric
Augusius 1., Elector of Saxony ; and Charles Alexander,
Duke of Wurtemberg. Others, again, like Christian
Augustus, Duke of Holstein, and the scholarly Anthony
Ulrie had the g-eal joy of bringing their entire house-
holds with them.’ -

The moral of all this is obvious, and *Tuba’s’
appeal 1o hisltory only gives added point {0 my con-
tention that the proposed confcrence, even if it failed
in its immediate objeci, would be certain indirectly io
do substaniial good. ’

4. “Tuba ' considers that ° this embaysy sent to our
opponents would be a sorry admission of weakness.' We
live in a country where ome adult one vote is 1he
ruling principle, and in which the question of State
aid to Catholic schools will be decided by mere
count of heads either in. the House or in the con-
stituencies, Catholics form one-seventh of_the popula-
tion, amd this ‘embassy sent to “our opponewts’
would be an admission of the simple arithmetical fact
1that one vote is not equal 1o six, and that one of
the simplest ways ‘of gelting equal in, voting power
would be {o transfer xome of the six to our side:
¢ Tuba ' may call this, if he will, a * sorry admission
of weakness '—most people, 1 am satisfied, will regard
it as mere elementary common sense. To lie down and
let ourselves be walked over is surely a much Sorrier
admission of weakness.

6. ‘ Tuba ’ supposcs Lhe Suggested conference to have

been successfully held and the Protestant clergyimen to-

be engaged in preaching Stale aid to private schools,
and then asks: ‘ Do vou really helieve that New Zea-
landers will he gupided by their clergymén *%n politics ?
Is there any parson in New Zealand capable of com-
manding two votes on any question ?’ This sounds
suspieiously iike playing to the galtery. Unless * Tuba's *
district is different fiom every other district in the
Colony, he must know well Lhat there is many 2
parson who is capable of commanding many more than
two voltes. Are thete nol many parsons capable of
commanding not only two but many hunéreds of votes
on, say, the prohibition guestion ? Suppose there had
been not a single patrson in the Colony during the past
ten years would ihe Prohibition mowvement have reached
anything like the dimensions it has now attainod ¢
Would the anti-gambling and anti-totalisator move-
ment "have been able to influence legislation in the way
it has recently done if New Zealand had been without
parsons for the last few years? 1 do not say that
the parsons have the same degree of influence on the
education question. In  the Presbyterian Church, of
which I have personal knowledge, I know that ~ there
are a great many people who do, not care a snap of
their fingers for their minister ; but 1 know, too, that
there dis a substantial proportion who are really con-
cerned -at the secularism of the present system  and
would cerbainly follow their ministers -it the lailer
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gave a cleatr and wunited lead. I have no desire fo
r magnify the parsons' intiuence. 1 only 'say that they
bave some influence, and that, whether it be little “or
gheat, it is belier that il should ©be with us than
against us. R . .-
6. ' New _Zealanders,” * Toba ’~continues, * will vole
at the next eleclion as they have always, voted, forv
~ telephones, roads, railways, and bridges, . The re-
sults of this famous conference will be annulled hy the
rank secularism pervading the politics of the country.’
30, then, already 16 has come to this, that * rank secu-
larism pervades our politics,” and that -we are produc-
ing a type of being who is at hottom (io use ihe-
"expressive phrase of a writer in the * Dublin Review ')
only ‘a digesling tube open at hoth ends.’ Does not
“Tuba ' see “thal tihis furnishes the strongest possible
reason why we should at once be up -and dm‘ng; Ea }
- his statement is correct, our chance b0f redress s re-
eeding farther and fanther from us, and.unless we move
quickly it will soon- be useless for us to move al all.
7. It is not necessary Ior ine to inlerpose "in . de-
fence of Dean Burke's assertion that at present politi-
eal agitation on the education question is dead, Had
‘"Puba ' appended his name Lo his communication, ihe
Dean would doubtless have dealt with_it himsel{ -and
“T'uba ' would have mej the fale whigh rash-critics of
Dean Burke usually meet “with, Tuba contends ihat
agitation is not dead, because weo are still building
Gatholic sehwools. I only desire to point oul—what
indeed is smelf-evident—that building schools . is  not.
ipgiitical agitation. ‘Building  schools is, of course,
sirong evidence of the earnestmess and sincerity of.our
comvictions ; buf 1t is. quile obvious.-fhat our only
chance of securing State aid is by influencing Parlia-

ment—in other words, by political agitation. I is
quite lrue, as * Tuba’ says, that we are building
schools, and—we are paying for them, The lon is
lying down with ihke lamb, but the lamb is inside,

and unless “he gelts a move on and does something
.lo disturb the lion’s digestion there is not the slight-
est prospeet of any improvement. We -may build Cath-
olie schools tilk they are as plentiful as blavkberries
and Government . afier Government will lopk placidly
on without ever feeling the slightest qualm of conseience
in regard 16 the way they are freating.us, The one.
and only thing which will influence a N.Z, Government
is the pressure of voles ‘abt eleclion time and in -the
House. . . R

8, Assumiig thai ihe Siale is willing 1o subsidise
private schools, ‘ Tuba ’ asks on what conditions would
e subsidy be granled. The only condition which I
have ever heard suggesled ffom any aubhoritailive source
is that paymeni should be made on  the basis-of the
standawl passes ohlalned-—in other -words, that, a-capi-
tation grant be made for all our children who satisfy

the -State Inspector’s requirements in respect to secu-
lar education. 1 have myseli-supgested that, if- it
were the only meahs by which we” could oblain  the

grant, it might be worth comsidering whether we ecould
make some slight concessions—concessions, in  name
rather -than in fact—on the lines of Mr., Balfour’s Act
of 19062. That was a purely personal opinion, and’ it
is one which at the present time it is altogether pre-
mature to- discuss. Only iet us advance the guesifon
to_the stage at which the State expressesits willing-
ness to “help- us, and the authorities of ‘ouir Church can
be very safely leit to look after the * comditions.’ ;

3. I fear ¢ Tuba ' has o vbry inadequate idea of .the
heavy strain which the double tax imposes wupon  our
people. As I go round amongst fthe people, I am lost
in admiration® at ihe hercism of many Catholic mo-
ihers—at the way in which, In the middle of an almost

" life.and death slruggle to make ends meet, they manage
to keep the flag (ying and pay itheir school fees regu-
larly, even when tihe - quiver is very full. DBut there is
‘anolher side to the picture. There are the heroes who
‘don’t ’ pay, andl there are the -herces who, fouting
priest and bishop and all the - laws of the Chureh,
~coolly send their children to the State school, I am
told by priests . that in the large city parishes there
‘are scores of Catholic children being sent to the Statle
schools. "I * Tuba’ had to pay a portion of his sal-
ary—as many priests have to do—to keep. a (atholic
solmql going, and had lo tamble round after {he par-
ents " who -scnd their children to the Government
schools, he would not view the. situation -quite so
calmly., * Tuba ' thinks that-my proposal is like gome
motoring appointments which suppose a phenomenal
combination ol favorable conditions. I may say that
I have never for a moment supposed that all the de-
tails of my scheme would ever be given eoffect to, pre-
cisely as fthey are -set out on paper. They were sug-
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