
VITAL POINTS IN LATER HISTORY

The dream of the politicians who have guided,the
destinies of France for well nigh thirty years has-
(says a writer in the"

'
Irish Theological Quarterly ')

been at "length realized. Diplomatic relations with !tihe
Vatican have been broken, and the President of _the
Third Republic has appended his signature to the Bill
of Separation. Immediate separatism was too ,.danger-
ous on account of the -power of the Church ; .and
hence the leading- politicians of France have devoted'
themselves to the work of preparing the country ■ for
such momentous changes. (2) All the machinery of .a.
powerful government was set to work to restrict the
liberties of the Church, and to confine her field of in-
fluence. Laws against the Religious Associations 'and
against the.Catholic Schools were cleverly devised,and
rigorously executed; all opposition to "such measures
was held up as opposition and disloyalty to republi-
can pj^uciples ; t'hc Cle'gy, the Bishop, even the Pope
himself, were declared to- be the allies and Isupport-
ers.of the sworn enemies of - the State,

"
enemies

who, unless they were speedily "overpowered, would
themselves soon overpower the Republics of France. In
this way men's minds were embittered against the
Church, and many, by no means hostile to the Cath-
olic religion, -began to believe that in the policy of Sep-
aration lay the hope of internal peace and stability
for the State.

Since 1899, when M. Waldeck Rousseau introduced
his Bill on the Religious 'Associations, but more
especiallysince the advent of M. Combes (June, 1902),-
the policy-of the Church and the Holy See has been,
the subject of- constant misrepresentation. M. W, Rous-
seau has indeed .preserved, even in the

-
turmoil of

political- life, soniething of the old-time French polite-
ness, and always sooke as a man who felt the re-
sponsibilities of office ; but his* successor, casting
away moderation and courtesy in.his dealings with
the ""Vatican, because he feared no mobilisationof VatS-
cau troops", was, from the fir-st day, as rudely and
irreconcilably offensive in his private 'communications,
as in his harangues at the tribune, or through. the
country. He had resolved upon a quarrel, and he
wished to force-Rome to. take the initiative, but his
hones in this respect were doomed to disappointment.'
His. overbearing, and, not seldom, menacing demands
were answered with studied courtesy and politeness;-
his public ultimatums, given oftentimes at the very
rrisis of some delicatp negotiation, and has m-istate-
monts were either - entirely .unnoticed, or answered b"y a
bare official denial in 'L'Osservatore Romano.' It was
only when the heat of ther contest had passed, and
vh-n the Separation Law had been, decreed, that
P-onif* resolved tn publish the documents and submit
Ih^ blame fnr the runture between France and the
Vatican to the judgment of history. ;We think that
ffPM» {M-pn Frenchmen, who read this, volume, and con-'
trj"*+ the dignified- attitude"of the Vatican-with- the
lv'Mvine, offensive ton^ of M. Combes, will.-not report
that thp reculafion of 'auestions so momentous should
iiq.v^ fallen to such an unsuitable minister as the then
Prcpklent of the Council. % - -

vate tutors."■

the poorer people. Then began the increase of thepopu-
lation, consequent! upon -the cessation of -devastating
wars, and the upgrowth of industries, but not only was
there no systematic effort on behalf of education, but
on the contrary there was a strong prejudice againstit-.
The Cromwellian preachers"had spread throughout the
country the gross idea that piety flourished most where
ignorance was deepest, and tti'at '"" the Spirit ". could
'hardly co-exist with any 'degree of learning. As usual,
igmcrancd and vice went hand in hand, and there _is
probably no period in the histoiy of. England in which
licentiousness was so open and so general. Many pri-
vate letters and rjecords of public utterances are still
in existence to prove this. Iam aware thatltis usual
to charge all this to the wickedness of the Court of
Charles 11., but the truer account is that the horrible
wickedness of that Court was rendered possible by the
prevalent tone and conduct of the people. The State
made no effort to educate the people, though it did put
forth an enactment against 'Prophaneness and Debau-
chery." The Church was only just beginning towards
the end of the seventeenth century to recover from an
almost total overthrow, which .sent such men as Bishop
K<en and Jeremy Taylor to eke out an existence as pri-

At the outbreak of the great religious revolution of
the sixteenth century, art and literature were advancing
with long and eager strides. The Renaissance, the in-
vention of printing, the manufacture of paper, the roll-
ing iback of the Turkish power, and the discovery ofi
America l\ad given a notable impulse to intellectual and
commercial progress. One'of the first results of the
Reformation was the suppression- and confiscationof the
monasteries, which were the common-schools of .the
middle ages. 'To the universities,' as Froude admits,'

the Reformationbrought desolation'. 'Missals-, says
the same writer ('History of England ', vol. v., eh. v.)' were chopped in pieces with hatchets, college libraries
plundered and burned. The divinity schools were
planted with cabbages, and the Oxford laundresses dried
clothes in the school of art '. During the reign of "Ed-
ward VI., says the noted non-Catholic historian Green
('History of the English People ', book vi, eh. i, p.
3(>7) '

divinity ceased to be taught in the universities ;
students had fallen oft in numbers ; libraries were scat-
tered and burned; and the intellectual impulse had died
away '. Classical learning, says the same non-Catholic
writer ("England of Shakespeare !,■ book vi, eh. viij ' all
but perished at the universities in the storm of the
Reformation, nor did it revive here till the close of
Elizabeth's reign '.

In Ills 'Short Studies ' (\ol. i, p. 48), Froudc says:'
A greater man' than either Macaulay or Buckle

—
the

German poet Goethe— says of Luiher that he threw back
the intellectual progress of mankind for centuries '. The
Cromwellianpreachers were not the only ones who de-
eded learning. So did the;Puritans generally. So, too,
did those industrious library-burners, the Anabaptists;
■while Calvinism warred against poetry as the work of
the devil, and all -Jhe Reformation period began with
a crusade against art. The literature of the time
was (says Desmond) mostly of the controversial'ord-
er ; "

ami this, not scholarly or valuable, but fash-
ioned after the pattern set by Luther— rotigh, violent,
disputatious, -bad-tempered. . . For nearly fifty years
(1520-70) England produced no literature of notable
value, aivd in Germany the sterility and blight in let-
ters lasted for two hundred years after Luther. Not
until the time of Leibnitz did Germany begin to re-
possess a literature.' The printing of books was re-
gulated by a vexatious and restrictive penal code of
unexampled severity. In what are called by injudicious
panegyrists ' the spacious days of Good Queen Boss,'
the press was muzzled in the manner described here-
under by the great Anglican historian Strype: "In

(1} LaSebttration de L'Eglise el deV Etat_eit.France.- Borne: Typoifraphie
Vaticnfe.1905.

- _ '
(21 Vide Report,of M.Paul Bert formulated in 18S3:— 'Les mouvpinnnt.s

nntmelsdo* civilisations moderns?, Dotwent l<»8 Hoci**es 4 la separation.
Mnißi^» conditionsactuelles dnnß lesauellea -VE?HRe vitet sement r'otjt>»»-
Rpnt aln re%lieation decc ttrincipe logicme. L'Etrlise eat encore tres fort",
<>lle so rnleverait de oe coup. .. . Qn«* fair dorm. . '. . Commenconn
parchnnjrercesconditions,pnurpreparerIo triomphe futur de I'id6e que
nousoorabattons aujourd'hui.'
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1559,- by the Queen's injunction, no one might print
any book or p,aper whatever, unless the same" was
licensed by" the royal council or by the ordinary. By
a decree of the Star Chamber no one was to print
under the penalty of a year's imprisonment, except in
London and in either of the two No one
was to print any book, matter, or thing whatever,-un-
til- it shall have been seen and allowed by- the Arch-

bishop of Canterbury or the .Bishop of London*; and
every one selling books printed^ contrary to, this, re-
gulation is to suffer three months'- imprisonment.'

The Anglican Primate cannot be accused of over-
stating the

'
strong prejudice against learning.' that

marked the Reformation period.
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