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The French Persecution

- M. Briand's touguc ‘is .droppmg manna just now,

A short _time ago il .dmpped daggers—when, for in-

stance, he decla.red al Amdens thal ‘ we' had driven

Christ out of the school life and the charitable insti--

tutions of the nallon, and thal ‘ we’ (again the col- -~

lective ¢ we ') would also drive Him - ouﬁ of ke

‘Government of Franee and- “en-finiravéc “Iidee chreli-
enne '—make an end of Christianity. Now, in honeyed

accents, he lisps smiling plaliludes about ¢ liberty of

conacience , the-*iree exe-cis¢ of rcligiom’, amd his |
¢ sympathy ' W1Lh those who desire lo worship God in

the way of their' -fathers. But (judging by previous

utterances and sibSequent facts) M.-Briand’s ‘sympdthy’ -
seems to be much- akin -lo-that of -Lewis Catroll's Wal-

rus for the oysters.

—

-

¢ 1 weep for y u’, ile \'\ahus sald
¢ 1_deeply eympatluse "
With sobs and tears he so;_ted. out
Those of 1he largest size.
1loMing His pockei-nandkerchiel
* Before his streaming eyes.’

The extent of the * sympathy ' and the ' liberiy- “of
conscience ' and the ‘Irce exercise of religion’® may ho
sufficiently gained- from e Uwo following illuminatling
facts 1 -~ A cahle message dpnounced on Saturday tihe
prosecution of -a priest for the high crime apd mis--
demeanor of celebrating Mass without the knowledge
and sanclion of the Gévernment.' Here is - (from an
English contemporary) another fact illuslrative of the
war against Choistianily that is Yeing carried on in
France : * The DPrefect of La-Lozere has demamxled the -
secularisation of the lying-in bospital at Meude; and !
pending that eveni has decided that no infants hora at
the malernity hospital shall be haptised under any
pretext wiatéver, IEven should the new-born child be
in imminent danger of death, the mother is forltdden
lo ask for ils baptism.’ - -

The weeping Waltus of French atheiSm has begun to
wilh its vietims. Kvens Hotten-
lois spared poor women in the throes of ma.Lemuty the
horrors of savage warfare, With an official sob in its
vmce French oIhcm atheism has discovered a depth
of callous tyranny which no SB]E-IES‘pBLtlng-’ Hottentoﬁ
in our day could well have aounded

<« The Poet of All Circles’

The posthumous honor of a monument has come {4
dily 1o “the grave of Thomas Moore., * ‘The poet ‘of
g1l circles and the—idol of his own’ was laid to rest
in the little English village cemetery; of Bromham
{Wilts.) in 1852. And only a few weeks ago a filling
monument was placed by admirers where_ His TDones
await the preat Roll Call. Like Southey, Stott, and
Brougham, Moore wilkered at the top—lo change ihe
his once brilliant ~ intellect paled.and went .
cout’ like the last dull (ickerings of a tallow candle..
But his work was already done. FHe lives ii ‘the
hearts of ihe Irish- people as the man wHo found -lhie
dear _harp .of his country in darkness and silence and
* waked all its chords to life, sweetness, and -song.,” We
lay this flower upon his grave: ihat le sang -the
wrongs and woes. and hopes of hls country a,t a time

g “was trea.son to love her and dea.t:h to _defentt ?,

He, too, "it was who wrote bhe pmphetlc words t-ha.t are
still as a banner with the star of hope to the .Irish

" Moore has been

_ Danriel Ambrose, M.P.,

'} . have faith.

" felt might yet- be “realised,

people —

k!
* Thel nations have fallen, and thou art still young ;
Thy sun is but rising, when olhers are set ;

And ;,lhough slavery’s cloud o’cr thy mormng; _hath )
ung,

The full noon- of freedom shall beamround ihee yet.
Erin, O Xrin'! though iong in the shade,
Thy star will ! shine oul when the px:oudes’tr shall fade '.

dc_scubed as | the sweetest lyr-lst of

her saddest songs’. - Buf even in his hopeless moods
- he sang sweetly. Many of "his lyrics will ever make
“the heart of the Western Celt beat t'a.st, and ~ many
of them have become world-ballads, lhrough trhelr .
matehless fancy, their felicitous expression, and the pcl-

- ennial charm of i(he ancient melodlcs to which they
are wedded. . .
N - .
. .\ i
Moore’s * Sacred Songs '’ give. glimpses. inig the

_clear depths of religious. Ieeling that he inherited from
a pious mother, And many passages in his prosc and
poelic works might be quoted to prove his loyalty to~
the faith -of his fathers. The popula.nty achieved by
his—brillant mental gifts and soclal accomplishments
tarnished 10 somie, extent the bright gold of his  re-
ligious practice. Matucrs in 1his respect were mnot
amended by a mized ma.rmage with :a  beautiful young
irish non-Catholie actress, Bessie Dykes, allhough she
was to him a tender amnd devoted - wife,” But he never
repudiated the apcient faith—as spme - writers have al-
leged, The Anglican reetor of Bromham wrole to Mr.
on November 12, 1887 : ‘Hav-
ing known Mr. Moore well, 1 can confidently say that -
he hever changed his rehgious belief ; that he died,
as he had lived, a Roman Catholic. 1t is {frue that
duving the last iwo years of his'life no priest was
allowed to' see him; bul duiing that time, in conse-
quence of his miental stale, no one—not even a ser-
vant—was -admitied inlo his roont. ** Bessy " Moore
nursed and tended him cutlrcly He recognised “her al
the last, and his last words 1o her Were: 7 Bessy,
in God,” ' The same  writer told how
Moore “would somctimes accompany . his wife, who was
_a mcmber of my conguega.bmn, to the door; but he
" never cntered or took part in the services.’
- -

Moore died *¢far from the .land’®
sang—he passed away amidst ihe
debpas:» that followed the days of
Buf, like-ihe nightingale, in Hans
Andersen's fairy tale, he sang ho'pq ;amd  conciliation
into the people’s hearts. And we may &1 (with Mr.
Jehn Dillon) imdulge the hope .which - Moore had often
‘ that the two natdons so
- long hostile and estranged may learn—to understand
each other and be friends.’ ’
So may it be!

Like GoldtjmiLh
that he loved and
funereal gloom and
the Great Fanlne.

Another Cable Falsehood - .

According . to Mark Twain, tlhere. are .369 different
forms of lying. The organisalion at the Paris end. of
the submarine cables seeins® lo be tolerably famidar
with most of them. Our readers can easily recall a
recent message from Paris to the effect that M. Gaudin
de Villaine advocated the bomb as a weapon'for the de-
fence of religiom in, the present war against Chrisiti-
anity in France. (nvcn tyranny.on one side and a hot
hearl on the other,- one may expect at times strange
proposals ; and wh?t is called by a poselic license * the
whid justice of revenge’ is often a.dvov-ated ‘when sud=
den passion gives ils cry belore calm tcabon has lime
10 think and speal.

-
.-

The storv of the_homb-policy is, however, merely a
[resh _imstance of the drsuwlmamon of the- cable agency
in Paris and the English echoes Of ’the French anti-reli-
‘gious _press to tlell a plain, uuva.rnmhed tale where the
. Catholic Chu-ch is concerned. Here is how the * Cath-
olic Times' of November 30 sums up the method of
manufacture and the exposure of the horlnh—story .
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