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Iiish National party .had .played: in getting just and '
‘humane * legislation’ passed.” T'wenty-five  years” ago, just”
as Parnell was beginning 1o become a power jn _ the
British Parliament, his . was the vdice™, that success-
fully pleaded Ior~ the. abolition'of* flogging in~the army,”
-~just as to«day the wvoicg, that has after .years of earn-
esl. and persistent pleading succeeded in abolishing the-
abomination from oul of the navy, is the voice. of Mr.
Swift MciNeill, the lrish Home Hule member for * Done-
-gal. Every measure that made” for the .betterment of
farmer, - labfrer, and artisan; every measure that made
for tihe freedom of pecoples, every measure that tended
in-ils policy . 4o elevate and upraise and extend {hc
hibeties of Kngland, Scotland, Wales, .of Canada,
Soulh Africa, Australia, and New Zealand, had no more
whole lhearted, eloquent and--devoted admilers in. the
British House of Commons ihan the brave unpurchas- -
able band of Irish patriols who occupy the Home
Rule benches. There is not a trace of malice towards
any living being in any Hbre of "iheir hearts: they
are kindly Irish of the Irish with love and iriendship
and gencrous help for the cause of the afilicted - am
the oppressed unde: whatever sky they dwell, or at
whatever shrine ihey worship. (Applause.)

The speaker then wenl on to. say that Mr. Deviin
cand ke had not come ouft to Australia 1o appeal for
sympaihy on scntinental grounds, but by facts and
figures lo show thal theirs was

A Just Claim. *

e then gquoted the dictum of the Prime Minister of
IZngland that even good government was no substitutle
for sulf-government. lde dealt, with the time in
land’s history when it had a Parliament of ifs own,
and the frauduleniy manper in which the Parliament was
taken away ;. then came the pathetic. story of the decay
of population, and lhe disgraceful condivion of the coun-
iry afler over 10U years of Castle rule. He showed
how shamefully Ixeland had been neglected in every
direction, The Parliament of Westminster mismanaged
the aliairs of lreland, and every thinking man must
come to the conclusion that in this, the 20th century
of civilisation, iovming parf of 1he Empire and inter-
csted in its welfare, all the Mtates ahd colonies have
a right to conduct their own domestic aflairs Min a
way suited 1o their cireumstances and conditions. Outl .
here a few were opposcd to Home TRule, - and - ther
hased (heir objections on the following grounds. They
said
count before Home Hule could be given o the lrisn
people :—1. *That to give Lo the Irish people such a Con-
stitulion as they enjoyed out .here would mean lhe d¢is-
ruption and -dismemberment "¢f the Empire; 2, that
iiome Rule meani Rome Rule, and tihal would mean
religious ascendency ; 3, that the Irish people were
not competent to goverm ilhemselves, - Take :first .
bogey of dismemberment. 7They had to travel 16,000
niiles to hear this argument seriously irotted out,

Mr. Donovan lhen showed that thie loyalty of the
Australasian Colonies and Canada was due to the fact
that they had seif~government, and -reminded - his-audi-
cnce that no empire’ ever rested safe on the dissatis-
faction of the people. Ie  dealt -with the calumny
that Home Rule would lead to persecution, and other
objections 1o seli-government, which he showed t{o‘have
no foundation. The majority of members from Ulster
were Home Rulers. The few who wers not of the
Nalionalist party were mostly in the pay of tihe
Government  and--were drawing fat salates ranging
from X2000 to £10,000 a year. They talked much of
loyalty © of c¢ourse they did.- They would readily
undersiand how easy il is to be loyal for £2000 or
£10,000 a year. (Laughler and cheers.) Their cause
was a cause of justice. They wished to establish a
policy of internaiional friendship, of amity and con-
cowd, between the British apd I'ish peoples; 1o -bury
past Lilterness in a blessed oblivion of forgiveness and
peace. He believed the end of this strugpgle is near,
and that they, Mr. Devlin and himself, were thelas

’

Ire-, -

ihai three greal facls had to be taken inlo ac- .

envoys that would come to Ausiralia on such a mis- -

gion as they had come--on. The trivmph of the Irish

cause, he believed, was near, and whether it came in °

two years or in ten the fight for freedom would con-
iinue till victory was achieved. (Applause.) ‘T'he great
heart and conscience of the British people had been
touched : in lreland they ‘had: thieir own people bande}i
together in a great. organisation ;” they had on their
side all that is best of America, Canada, Australia,
and New Zealanrd, WiTh these mighty moral -forces
tighting- for the right to nationhood of their own his-
toric land, they would go on with their faces to iiwe
dawn, prepared for whalever sacrifices may still de de-

manded of them, but at the same time confident anc .

assured that the goldlen .sun of liberty, with its- bles.
sings of- peace, prosperity,-and happiness, would. in the
immediate fuiure burst once more in splendor over the

s-preen valleys | dhd- fair. hills  of- holy - “1reland. Mr,
" Donovan conéluded, -amidst warm applause, by thanking
the young New Zealanders, the ladies, the audience
-, menerally, and, all sympathisers ‘with thé Irish cause,
e . . .. Resolutions.- s
. I'Ne. tollowing -réSolution, = moved by Mr. Martin
- and seconded by.Mr. ;J. Tough, - was .passed unahi-
mously : * That this meeting of residents of Tokomai-
- riro, having heard Mr, - Donovan, is of opinion that

-

. own aflairs,. as enjoyed by New-Zealand and - other sec-
 lions of the -British lmpire.” ° o L
On the meotion of Dr. Sutherland, seconded . by
Mr. J. Moroney, a subscripliorr ‘'was oOpened. 1t .
.with a generous response, ~the sum of .60 clear being
-1aised in the smallest cenlre in New Zealand in which
a meeting has yet " been "keld.." )
«po A vole of thanks to ihe Bbayor dbrought the- prog
“ceedings 1o a  close, - .

-

STRATFORD. . .
(By wikre [rom ou:,tmvelling 'c:orrespbndent.)‘_’)‘ N
Stratford, January 8.

™

.jgales, .addressed a large and enthusiastic meeting here
i on Monday eveming. ‘The distinguished visitor was wel-
comed to the town” by ihe Mayor. _A ‘resolution. in
‘favor of granting self-government. -to lreland was car-
ried with great enthusiasm. A sum of about =£150

was collected on behalf of the  lrish- Parliamentary
fund. ' ;

WAIMATL, . ’ -
Mr. Donovan (writes our Timaru correspondent) is
- expecled to- speak at Waimale on ' Friday, the 11th
insl., Mr. Devlin having been obhged to delete the
lown from his itinerary. Already many” prominent
Timaru Irishmen are “making arrangemients to be pre-

- sent -on the occasion.- ) .- oo
. WANGANUL - -
The reception committee in connection with the
visit of Mr. Devlin (writes our Wanganui correspon-
dent) held a. meeling on Thursday evening, when,  the
final arrangements - were made,
the Mayor (Mr. . 15. Mackey) - had kindly consented
to welcone Mr. Deviin at the. KHailway Siation on
January 10. The secretary. (Mr. Lloydy. and his com-
mitlee are working hard, and everything -points to tihe
meelihg being oue of the most successful held in Wan-

ganui, - .
"WELLINGTON, - .

Mr. Devlin (writes our Wellington. correspondent) is
to be enteriained al a -social gathering here on Sat-
urday evening next. "1 understand’ that Mr.
the other envoy, wiil -be on fthe
the 17th inst, Mr. T, E._ Y.

P -

West . Coast about
Seddon, M.H.R,, for

Dounovan’s departure.

PALMERSTON NORTH, C
. January 6.

- - Mr- M. Hodgins in the ohair, . the joint secretaries,
in connection with_the coming -visil of Mr.
Devlin, M.P. and Irish envoy, in the Zealandia Hall,
Messrs. Xd. Butler and W. Hyan, announced "that pir.
Maurice Cohen, the Mayor, woul take lhe chair and
preside at the meeting on Friday ;bext, and that the
only other speakeérs would be Mr. E. W. Hurley (ex-
Mayor). and Mr. J. M. Johnstone. & oo
- E -AUCKLAND.

Mr. Devlin (writes our 'Auckland A correspendent)
had intended to start -at New Plymouth on the 8w
but Stratford made such a strong claim that he has
decided to hegin with a speech there on the 7th.
He will go overland” to Stratford. Mr. Donovan will
be engaged in the. south, and will not arrive here un-
iil the 28th.~ Mr. Devlih arrives on' the 20th, and will
be- the puest of .our Bishop while here. “The meet-
ing -in the eity: is_likely to he on the "30th. A strong

demand now- comes from the King Counfry for Mr.
;‘, gé{!_m . B - v - ‘-' B

. . NEW PLYMOUTH. o

A Press Association message states that Mr. Devlin
,wtdressed a crowded meeting in the Theatre Royal- on
Tuesday evening. = A motion was, carfied unanimously
affirming the desivability of granting self-government to
Trelamd. Cheers were given for .Mr. Devlin, = . o
’ OTHER- UENTHES. .
Mr. Donovan addressed ‘a ieeting ‘at Lawrence’ ‘on

-
~

Wednesday evening, and will ‘speak at Waimage on the
Jith, and afterwards at Ashburton. = - I

J.G._GALDER

. OARGILL ROAD & CUTTEN STREET, will open Dontal Réoms:dt Oaxgills Coeer,
3 South Bunedin, on October 8th. Al dental'work undertaken. Testh extracted One Shilling. .~

Westiand, intends to remain  on* the Coast until - Mr.

ithe Irish-people showld get the right fo manage -bheir -

" Mr. 'Jo'seph Devlin, M.I’.; one of the Irish dele- .

1t was reported that .

Donovan, _

‘At a final meeting held after Vespers this evening _

.Joseph



