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Over two t{housand copies of the publications of the
the Irish Languages
were sold during the half year ending on the 20th of J une -

Sociely for the Preservation of

last. i
The Potato Crop ,

In reply to Mr. O'Malley, the Chief Secretary for
Ireland said the poialo crop had partially failed in
some parte of the West of lrelamd. -The extent of
ithe distress likely to arise could not at present . be
foreseen, but the Governmens were paying ihe - closest
attention to the malter, and were considering the ‘ac-
{ion proper to be taken: ‘ -
An English Opinion . -

Mr. William Wrathall, an Lnglish merchant, who
has just comcluded a holiday in Jreland, says.in the

course of an cathusiastic eulogy of the country: ‘I
have 1iravelled the wide world over, and were I able

to relire to-day [rom the cares and turmoil of busi- -

ness I would come 10 live in Ireland ouw account of
ils beautiful scenery,.ils salubrious climate, its- cour-
teous pecopie, and s wonderful opportunities for
sport, The hunting is” of ihe best, the shooting
most varied ; there is excellent fishing, fine opportuni~<
ties for yachling, and some of Lhe besk golf links in
Great Brilgin. In fine, it is, in my opinion, an ideal
spol and leaves nothing-to be desired.’

Catholic Scholarships

Five fArst-class scholarships in Modern Literature of-
fered by the Catlolic Scholarships Commitiee- have all
been won this year LY pupils of the Christian
thers, as well as Mr. Sweetinan's scholarshhp fox ex-
cellence in Irish. My, Kelly's scholarship in  Classics
has becn won by Clongowes, and in mathematics by
St. Colman's, Fermoy. Aong girls’ schools, ihe first-
class scholarship in Modern Literature goes to Lorgto
Collége, St. Stephen's Green ; three of the four second-
class scholarships to' " the Dominican Couvent, Eccles
street ; and the fourlh to the Lorelo Convent,K Wex-

" ford. - -
A Candid Opinien _ .

¢ The Stalist,” veviewing Irish fnance since tihe
famine, sums up the “story thus: ‘' When everything
is said, the fact remains that i{he decay of Ireland
during the past 63 years is maifily the result of the
policy of England—a polisy adopted not, of course,
injure Ireland, bol to benefit England ; still, a policy
‘which incidentally has had the result of,
place, destroying ihe one great Irvish dndustry, anmd, in
the second plave, of burdening Ireland with a taxation
altogether *out of proportion to her recources.’ This
candid verdiet [rom a leading Brilish financial journal
shows how -ilhe ixght. is spreading even - ithrough the
opagque obstruction ofiered hy the prejudice and interest
.of the British financier. - :

. The National School Teaicl{ergs

A vigorous agitalion (writes a Dublin correspondent)
has been set on foot for reform of the . syslem under
which teachers of primary schools in Ireland suffer. In
their demand for justice lhe teachers bave the sym-
pathy of pecople of all creeds and classes, and will re-
-ceive the earnest support of the Irish Parliamentary
patty. Large and thoroughly representalive meetings in
furtherance of this object were held in Tipperary, Xil-
kenny, and Kildare the other day. Strong speeches
were delivered, and letters of encouragement from Iriends
unable to attend were read. - Very Rev. Clanon Ryan,
P.P., presided at the Tipperary meeling. The Most Rev.
Dr. -Fennelly wrole a letter, in which-he said the ini-
tia) salaries were entirely too low.,” He hoped the'meet-
ing would rivet attention 'on the fact.-and demand that
the egquivalent grant be devoted to ite proper —uses.
At Kilkenny, Very Rev. Canon Doyle, P.P., presided,
and a letler from Rev. Dr. Brownrigg, Bishop of Oss-
ory, was readl, in which he sald the - Irish teachers
writhe under ihe galling knowledge that they are the
worst paid class in the British mpire'; the managers
of schools might apply for grants to repair them, or
to replaée them wiih “new huildings and mew equip-
mends, but each application for relief only aflorded an
opportunity for a game Toi  shutilecock hetween the
Commissioners in Marlborough street and the officials of
the Treasury in London. At KkMare, Very Rev. Dr.
Cole, Protestant Dean, presuded. He criticided the act-
ion of ihe Government. in appropriating the £185,000

voted for educatbion to the foaling of Land Stock, and -

déclared that it should be applied to the purpose for

which it was voted, and to no other. A domestic ser-

vant with from £15 to £20 a year and board and

lodging was betler off ilhan {he mals amd female

"lﬁacllwrs commencing at £56 and £46 a year respec-
vely. :
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,_ ‘P_eoﬁle We A_Héar About

&ir John Madden, -Chief ~Justice of: Victoria, - has

- been telling a Cork interviewer that his visit to Cork

is the fitst after fifty years’ absence. He iived in Ire-
land till 1851, In my early youth, said- Sir John, I
w4s, the play-fellow of Dr. Tamner, of ibe Irish Par-
whose father lived next door to my
father al Blackrock, but iny father went to England
in . 1851, and I went ihere to live with him for a
Mttle while, but- wag sent 1o school in Beauchamp,
near Lille, in France, where I slayed for two .years.
Ab the end of 1836 I leit for Australiar with - my

~father, and, mark you, he was a Young Irelander, and

an intimate friend of the gifted and eloquent Thomas
Franeis Meagher—Meagher of the Sword—and indeed
an didea of .his political predilec-
lions and of his patiiotisih when~I tell you that he
secured and .cherished as his dearest possession the

“sword of- Lord Fdward Fitzgerald, a relic thdt dis

. grandfather,

s{ill kept by my family in Australia.

The- elechbion ol Mr, Siephen Gwynn. for Galway .
{says_ the -* Freeman's Joutnal ') has naburally tur—ne.d
ihe  thoughts 'of liish patriols to the career of his,
the illustrious William Smdith ©'Brien, who
Lheld Mr. Gwynn as an infant in' his  arms. . Smith
(’Brien's father was a genbtieman of the tdghest and
purest- patriotie principles. He represented the County
of Clare in ihe Irish Parlidment at “the time of tlie
Uaion, and- his wife was a sisler of the Coiiniess of
ithe great Earl of Charlemont, the Leader of the Irish
Volunteers. Sir Lucius’ O'Brien was gpproached with
the oller of a peerage and a bride in return for sup-
port of the Union—ofiers which he spurned Wwith loath--
ing abhorrence and indignation. Mr, - Whileside in de-

fending Smith O'Brien on trial for his life in Clonmel

in 1848 “referred 1o this . episode. He said that his

client had heard irom. {he lips of his father, an Irish

senator .whom bribes c¢ould not purchase, wWhom a

peerage could not lure, whom threats could not coerce .
o betray his couniry, that Ireland’s Parliament had -
heen destroyved, and that ils destruetion had been

compassed by a combination of force and fraud for

which the records of history presented no patallel.

The new Lord Arundell of Wardour is " the

Rev.' -
the Hon. Everard Aloysius

Gonzaga Arundell, who

was born on Scplember 6, 1834, educated at Stony-
hurst, graduating B.A, alr London University,
. Ie is a secular priest, and is now . resident

"politics

iy Bournemoull, being attached to the Mission of the
Sacred -Heart, Richmond ITiil. His cheery and- affable
manner to everybody, rich and poor, Catholic and non-

" C'atholic “(says an English ‘paper), has won for him no

end of [riends In all classes of Lhe community, Inter-

- viewed, Fatlher Arundell said-he hardly knew what his

futuré arrangements would be. ° Of course, your. lord-
ship will be going away from us now? ‘Don't be .
too sure of that,’-replied his lordship. ° It does not
follow by any means that I shall be leaving you,’ and
added, ‘' Remember that the successor to the Baron-
etcy of Sir Wm. Heatheote, who was a Jesuit priest,
preferred to go on with his work amongst the poar
and ncedy rather than lake over the management of
the eslate with its farms and Iands. -One thing is cer-
tain, whatever happens, I shall have nothing to do with -
1he estate at Wardour ; in. fact,- it "is left to 1he
Lady Arundell for life. I shall have an allowance,
ant, of course, a "seabt in the House of Lords.’ -
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,The election of Mr. Themas THughes as Sydney's
Chief Magistrale for 1907 {says the “Freeman’s Jout-
nal?) gives that gentleman a. record similar ..io the
famous Sir  Richard Whitlington, whe was * thrice
“Lord “Mayor of London.’ Readers of thi§ journal ‘are
familiar with the adveut of Mr., Hughies into munidipal

in his nalive cily. Reform on progressive
and credilable lides came in with him and such as he, .
and will conlinue so long as the citizens show the
same hearty appreciation of their efiorts as_ ihey dlid
at 4he recent elections. The late Lord Mayor signal-
ized his tenure of office by an activity in the higher
interests of Syduey worthy of all praise. He leaves
the -Mayoral seat wilh a record which savors of no.
singla unpleasantness - deserving of permanent remem-
brance, and his lasbt aetion in the eleclion of his suc-
cessor counts for chivalry in a quarter litile remark-
able for that quality. In that successor the citizens’
are assured of "a career no less energélie in progress
than -that of Lord Mayor Taylor, with the further as-
surance thal Lo a superb abilily for - finance * M.
Hughes wili add -a less sanguine afititude towards pet
schemes amd a Ulhoroughly convinced mind on the sub-
ject of a Greater Sydney. ~
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