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CANADA—The School Question - >~ <

-=*In a letter to_the *Bun’ of Ballimore, the Rov,
Robert P. Kerr, n Protestant minister, who has been
travelling in Canada, writes :—* The Roman Catholic
Church is vety powerful in the Proviuce ol Quebec,.
and nearly all .of the French are found . within its
pale. The Church possesses great .wealth and a mag- |
nificent system of educational inslitutions. In the Pro-. *
vince of Quebec the public school funds are divided
_per capita “betweén the - Protestanis and . Catholics, -
there being two dislinct sets of school boards and -
schools. Im the Cailholic schools the Catholic faith is
inculcated and in the Prolestant schools the Bible is
as thoroughly taught as geography or arithmetic. 1
find s great reverence for law and for the Sabbalh,
Day, and there are tweniy-six times as -1oany homi-
cides per million of inhabitants in the United Stales
as in Canada. There is a similar ratio beiween the
iwo countries in oiher criminal statistics. 1 find
the churches filled . al bofh services on Sunday, the
evening scrvice being as.well attended as- that of the
morning.’ .

ENGLAND—The * Red Mass ’_

In accordance wilh what has Lecome an annual cus-
tom, the Catholic ~wmembers-of ihe legal prefession in
London assembled in Westminster Cathedral on Ceto-—
ber 23 for the Votive Mass ol the Holy ‘Ghost, or,
as il is more generally Lermed, the ‘* Red Mass,’ cele-
hrated in order to invoke 1lhe Divine blessing on -the .
ensuing session of the Royal Courts of Justice.

A Church Opened - -

Costing £10,000, and plauned to a,ccommodate’acoib
gregation. of 600, a handsome Catholic church was for-

* mally opened at East Hill,. Wandsworth, ,xecently - by

Bishep  Amigo, of Southwark, and Father Bernard .
Vaughan preached the dedication sermon.

Papal Distinction - o

At the request of the - Bishop of Birmingham his
Holizess the Pope has_graciously conferred the dignity
of Knivht -0of St. Grégory on Mr. I8, A, Olivieri,
J.P., ot Selly Park, for his distinguished service in
the Caltholic cause. ) N
A Presentation

Mr. Jolh St Laurence, K.S.G., has Theen ple-
sonted with an illuminated -address and festimonial on
the occasion of his relivement from the post of seere-
tary fto the Catholic Voluntary Schools’ Associalion.
The Archbishop of Westminster made the presentation.

Death of a Catholic Nobleman

Lord Arundell- of Wardour died in the Royal Palace
Hotel, Kensington,” London, on October 2§. Heé had
gone up on -the previpus Tuesday 1o be present at a
meeting of the Catlholic - Peers, and to- take his place
in the House of Lords during discussion on” the Edu-
cation Bill. On’ the-day previous to his death-he Te-
ceived the last rites of the Church. -There was wide-.
‘spréad sorrow when thé news of his death reached
Wardour and Tisbiry and the surrounding villages. The
late Lord Arupdell had endeared himself to all. He
was regarded with feelings of the utmosh respect and
esteem. The body was taken to Wardour. An- im-
mense concourse of people assembled at Tisbury 4o ac-
company the body to the church ° at Wardour Castle, -
His remains were linlerred, after Mass and hurial ser--
vice, In the vaunit under the church, where zest many
of his noble anceslors. . ’

Religious Profession

On November 13 (writes an cesleemed Dublin corres-
pondent under date November 5) will take place at
Roehampton, the Ieception and Profession of sevéral New
Zealapnd young ladies—DMisses Mechtildes and Cecilia Ken-
nedy, daughters of Mr, anil Mrs, Martin Kennedy, Wel-
lington ; Miss D. Loughpan, :daughter of Mr.
Heury Loughnan, of Christchurch; a Miss Smith,
daughter of Mr. Willlam Smith, of Kaikoura, The Very
Rev. Dr. Watters, S.M., of Dublin, is to preside, re-
ceive the vows, and preach on the occasion. )

FRANCE—Mayors Suspended )

Nine French Mayors have been _suspendedl for hav-
ing- replaced érucifixes in the schools, ©otm
War Against Religion

The Mayors of not less ihan iliree- hundred. and
eighty-six French lowns (says the ° Catholic Times ')

~ -

T the taking. down

have sent in their resignatiomns rather than consent to
of .the crucifixes in the Communal
.schools,- and several prefects -have followed their exam-
ple.- In many places the inhahitants have™ carried the
-erucifixes back to ihe schouls in procession, and natled
them lo the” walls. Instances of children being puni-

~_ghedl for having rosaries or prayer-books in their-posses-
T sion” are increasing, and the French papers of ilhe

Op-
position are full of particulars of this sort of pelly
persecution. Throughoul the country irom end- to £nd
{the names~-of God, Jesus Clalist, and the Virgin Mary,
and even of the saints, have been efiaced from all the

school books, and a tleacher who 1rccenily- opened.
school hours-with the Lord’s Prayer was immediately
denuunced by the Freemasons of the Lown,- and lost his
position - within twenly-four hours for this awiul
erimic (') : -but a teacher who held the crucifix in his

hauds for' the children lo spit upon as they went out
of the school was immedialely promoted to ‘another
plice—rather fortunalely, sincc. some of the people of
the town had announced their inlention of lynching him’
in ihe public streets if they could catch him ! There
can be -no guestion whabtever 1hat beiore very long- a

 frightful revolution, whiech will exteed in horror - the
Commaune of 18%0, will break oub in France ; .they will
tse dynamite this time -instead of "pqtrolégm.

‘GERMANY—The Emperor’s Ei-édilgéctibn_s

. The wellknown Cathelic proclivitles of ihe Em-
porot William appear to be exciling the alarm of lhe
Lvangelical pariy in Germany, The,K Berdin correspon-
dent of-¢Le Temps' telegraphs as “follows: 1o This
paper ;— “The Naliosal Liberals and also ithe Evan-
gelical " Union compared with bitterness the yeply = of
William II. to the note--of felicitation sent by their
Congress with the telegram addressed by the Emperor
to the Catholic Congress of IEssen: 7o ilie latter
Wiiliam XTI, himsell despaiched his warm thanks, bhut
to the National Liberals and the Evangelicals he sim-
ply” fransmitted his thanks through his Chief du Cab-
inet, M. de Lucanps. This has, Jdrritated the -** Leipzi-
ger Tageblatt ' profoundly. It says :— There is noth-
ing more distressing or significant to - Evangelicals
ithan the hope entetlained by the "~ membets -of the
Catiholic Church that they will ome day  count the
Emperor William awmongst the faithful,. We proless our-
selves ignorant of “the™ privale Treligious sentiments of
-the Tmperor, bul nobody can deny that the imperial
attitude demotes a strong bias towards Catholicizsm,
: We d0 not fgrgel the walm prolestalions of adherence
to 1lhe Evangelical faith ~proclaimed on the heights of
Wartburg, but we cannot fail to see that. ihe- Catho-
lic clergy are treated with more consideration by the
Emperor 1han the Protestant clorgy. HMi& predilections
are, for monasterdes,” and those Who occupy them. The
imipérial desire’ is (o revive the ideal of the Middle
Apges, and we sec in bhis menlal- Etbitude a strong
approach to Catholicism. The Emperor perhaps- aims
at.-a practical ‘end, 'and lopes thdat the Catholic -and
mediacial ideal will aid him in realising hLis own ro-
mantic ideal ; but 1his personal ideal of the Emperor

_ has-much of analogy with” the Catholic cause.”?

ITALY—The Holy Father and Venice
= The Pope intends Lo benelit Venice,K by don@-ﬁng a -

- number of standard metegrological instruments Lo 1lhe

Opservatory of the Pailudarchal Sceminary. The instru-
ments havo been specially made by the manufacturer,
Mr, J. J. llicks, of Loufdon, who had iInguired be-
fore of .the pleasure of his- Holiness..The Pope chose
these for the Observatory ol Venice, -in particulairan
anenometer, with the. thought that by it the sailors .
woull know when il was  dangefous to go ont - of
port. It will be set on ihe top of the Observaiory,
‘visible to all. On October 27, Mr. Hicks drove 1o
the Valican with Canon Pyke; of 3t. John's, Tsling-
ton ; Miss Hicks, and Miss. Sperali. Dr, Lappom, at
whose- villa  they called, drove in another carriage.
The instruments had’ been arranged in a hall adjoining.
ithe Papal apariment by Mr. ificks two days pre-
,viously, and when his Iloliness came to see them he
was provided with pictures and oxplanations in Italian
of -the giits. Each of the instruments had heen veri-
fiesl at the British Physical Laboratory, and aimost all
are without: errors, ‘so that,'. 10 use the words of
ihe donator, * they become standard for ever.? Every
one has . ingrained on the glass:..' Made by J..J,

Hicks, London, and presented to his Floliness, -Plus
X., 1906, . -

SPAIN-—The Queen

"The *Diarfo Universal,’ in’ an article on {he Queen
of. Spain's birthday anniversary, says that all - Spain
. remders homage. to her - Majesty’s beauly, and warmly
praises her disereetness aud her sympathetic_bearing.
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