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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
PergantDirectoresetScriptoresNew ZealandTablet, Apos-

tolica Benedictione confortati,Religionis et Justitice causam
promoverepervias VeritatisetPacts.

Die4 Apyilis\.igoo. LEO XIII., P,M-
TRANSLATION.—-Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the

Directors and Writers of theNewZealandTablet continue to
promote the causeofReligionandJustice by thewaysofTruth
andPeace. , "-: . "-"-'.. ,.

April4, iqoo.: Z'EO X111.,.Pope.
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'LEAGUE OF FRENCH CATHOLICS
'

tABLE-MESSAGES that have for'albiigtime
pasx-be'en coming tp^Australasia from Paris
furnish melancholy evidence iVof the extent to
which".the■sources. of --'international communi-
cation in France

t
are in the hands of organi-

cRations that are.hostile
- t.o;-religion. Last

week|s foreign.despatches supplied,a fresh
case in point. It took the "shapeof* a'cabled

message from. Paris which- stated that, 'notwithstanding
the papal interdict,' the

'
League of E'rench' 'Catholics '

has established a number of associations for public wor-
ship- through. the'various departments Jnto.which .the.
country is divided.

'
. f,'

The jfeal §ign^canc^ro£Vl-liis^item t.of%£ c.)news,!^ lies-.in
w,ha;t the.cable-fiend deemed it,prudent to?v

suppEess! The
"\Loaigue jOf French

(.Catholics ', is ar misnomer,:
~
a false

label, a fraudulent .desig^U^n^ '■iW/jfoWder is -
:,not a,

leaderiof- -French Catholic -though fc,"but -^ mere.journal-
istic hack. His nameIs'.Des. Houx. He was, we im-
agine, once a Catholic-^of a :,£orT. For a time he
editediffche,-/,Moniteur .de'ißpifae i.?,.-but in such, .a mariner
ithat has sendees had tplCb'e-disiJenised with*'" and the
paper-"(a^Cathoiic-'onevi'nrthe'r^Sncli -was fin-
ally suppressedby Po%;:^e'^;^rf/^bes' Houx has been~
since then a man with'- a ije is now em-
ployed a.s _a .welter pn -/thePar'is^^latin^Vwhich, (as is
w,ell known) is'the organ "of theatheistic Fr^en^aJon-RadK.
cal-j^cialist 'Bloc '/tlrat "-ojirg'ainsed''the

*
present'persecu-

tion.j^Th'e 'yellow 'J"'nien of.'Eortadowij"f are; ."said, to
entertain a particularly poor opinion of ther Pop^e. 'But

'

tlieir opinion^ and, its' expression-are as 'isfthe*cpqings of Jtfie'sucking doYeAtcVnipare'd;||fith^thos^,of 'the"
'.Matin

-,
which is notorious"for ,the

'
vindictive,bitterness

of its antagonism to .revealed— religion. 'A ,khpwn■f-Papish' might,.b^ spme
tpossi^lcftpossi^lcfcom'b'inatjioh' oV\cit-cumstances, achieve .the distinctipri;.'(>£ securing empioyr<ment higher than that-'of~'a -scavenger from-the saffron

pit£ council of Belfast.' :.BuVV"^^^practising 'Christian' would( "iiev'er
'

soar to tne'dizzy
"heights of the lippe'or employment-in trie^office of the
..Matin. Des jtoux's"ppsiti'pn. 6^"that" rabid organ ,of
persecution, sufficiently determines,""=by'itself'-" alone, -his;
attitude tQW^rdsJreligiohV' And>i,he
acter of J^es,Jtloux -'.League,3 may..be sufficiently
gathered.

Ifrom^/./tHe;-.ofiwisiYe .language;of^.its^firsV..mjii-
festo, and from

tthe*"^vldent'r objec.t/pf Its
having been,'inaugu^tcd'^^^g^'/a^^ie'despateHof Sep-
tember 24 from Paris to the Anierican. :assobiiated,<
press)

(*(

* with-the purjjose^ oi crea'ti|ig a: schdsm '
and!

starting "a distinct .Qaltitaii.GHiirqh."''. ' '
'

In_ Paris.Des Houx is"a nobody".Biit'l^veKa'lstwed^
figure wilf'-passf,at'a dfsLakee-fofeSdmebQdy, V Ouf-We
onrthe*riTn of the'.worl'd 'the ''an-tieierical "hack of the.
[Matin

'
is madeT.ljy=4.Kc cable demon to pass fors the

leader, of - a -new ■>' reformyin *France. _- . Arid'-the so--
called 'League -of French"; Catholics'^ is.-made-to? ap-^
pear 'a.serious' '".Inoyement-.'';among.'.p'fofessiflgrand.prac- -
.tising."Christians.- Judging;, -by.-.the intoVmaUoi'.us (whichzwe believe' to be-in evei-y par-ticuiar authorita-
tive), amore misleadiaig conception, of the Des 'Houx
business .could scarqely have-been.sent "to o.u'r. .shores..We have already pdi'nte"d-out, in the columns:^of--s.som-6
of;; the secular "papers," hoWj-acco^ing. to'the' despatch
last- mentioned, there was a sfrialtfattendance'when the
L'eague' was> founded, on September 21/- -No' knownCath-
olics.'.pr at^ leastno prominerft Cathblfcs,7^seemr:t'o'"have,
been.presentv According to a.Parisian' apcVunl' ~

before
us, the -opening of the* new -'--movemenC 'wasa farcical
affair, withDes Houx as rits^beginning, centre, and end.
It seems as if. the new association would_ have- been
more aptly,named the League of French "Anti-Catholics.
The impression in-Catholjlc centres in Paris seems to
be' that JDes Houx (who, as' stated, is nobody in parti-
cular) is" simply the cat's-paw of M/Bjrian'd' (Minister of
Justice andi Education),' 'who' urged the formation of
worship .associations"without 'consultation with -the bi->
shops, a.iid, whp, at the teachers' congress, at Amiens,
declared'.-thit .'.>religi_on ,must."

s be banished ' from' the
minds of the sehiidren>of France,'--and cthat. ' iL, i^ut en
finir; avec - l'ideechretienne''-" (we-must "^et-ridof Chris-
tianity). "Our "readers should ■ bfear^the following facts
in mind: (1) The.public worship'asspciationsV-asTp^ro-
->vided. fortin.,the Separation:.Law^that.-,comes. in force
on' December; 11, .are exclusively-lay b.odies, (2) -'.They
are to -halve-full control;r-of chulches,- seminaries,rpres-
byteries, 'etc. ' (3)- " They, are^ /as Emile-M6lot
declared) free to establish-any,nform of

'
worship vvvthat

they please, and the parish clergy would be" merely
their .p.aidjwnployjßes., (1) They r are completely inde-
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QOT&VENT OF THE SAORED HElE.T,

, ~-:.*w:.-o ''tor'IADIES,/..I;—,. v;'
Willbegin,at Zp.m^ on WBDNESDAYJ.the Sfch^day^of January,

1907, and willendon the morningof Monday,
the14th January.

TheRetreatwillbe,preachedby a JesuitFather.
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Sjianrsh Cplumj)ian Fe^tjval ;. „

Granp Art UnicM
Valuable Nu^ets '. ..

Works of Aft Qhoice Curios
Will bePositively Drawn onLast Nightof Festival. - "

'v -
■ * -.'?r\\ sd''

Help the Sisters of Mercy/ South Dunedin'"-■> '
an£l( forward,blocks .andremittance's not later than th'B^&bh.

JAMES J.MARLOW,
" Hon. Sec. -

XLCiJjiJAfX xlvurn.do .TOftowmwgwb^ ■,j^a|B§jy^jorjt t^t


