
j Is there: fno death-bedoi-epentahce?' vYes,' "LonginusVas saved:on..the. .bed of, the*,cross.'But.does-not" St.-
Augustine make ,a>-strik;itfg comment on.■tKis.-xemarkableconyersion -?r. -'Oner,wasj.;thusJf sayed-that nobody^should"despair ;,^b'Ut-, only *.one,,.thatytftbod'y/' should, -presume.'Anyhow, God is-absolute; owner,of o.His fgi£ts;< --and 'He- bestows Jthem -,-w-he_ro."Hey,listethv:Noriuniust^man.i.-pre-:1
sume:To/,limit His_mercies.-' So/.'.thevprie,st -rpefforms %
the funeral. -obscquies.^i-r.-He,, hopes^j7fori;'.'fthe-*ibetter,-
though- very-telling-(/ arguriients^militatel

-
against him.

Let hixr\ be iever,- so-optimistic, -iieiufinds" ituha'rd to'
speak.^in. the -language.",of --.:hope-respecting the deceased.'
How appear-the wordsjof ;>vthat 'pray---
er: \May.-Christ;receive. �Thee, ;Whoi :has,-calledv4Kee!^
Is it,,-to ;!Paradise^Chr'ist,,;itSuRedeemer and1Judge has'calledf/that ,soul.? -ficvv: void ,of;ilife /and .truth' ap--

, pear, .also, words; jojojl* the* sweet.'invocation'r-^May1'
the .angels .-conduct . thee.; toirthe^bosom.of 'lAbraham.'rWhat,,avails^ to "a .lostvsoul -the /usuaL prayer for "the- dead.?, ,/Eternal pest giver-him;^so Lord.-And- may/pei-Retiial. light r:shiue -upon^irUim..' All? is-1over.* :The r- friends, of < deceased- a^o. /satisfied. iThey .offer noprayer?but, after the,-- manner- of heathens, '-they-load the eof-- fin with,floorers, -and/ go.-.away-with:J/heHusiiaUstered-

> typeUaudgmentT: <„".Happy*released \better' ofi.'-rMay God~ preserve -.my.readers from,.such-jiriends !■/"„' ■; ="-
, r \ ..... ->>>j '� ■ tT ,-:.jr:s~'i sv .- "" .:..- :

Diocesan News
DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

" ; .fXß'rbm toix' owm oorreepomdem^) "".''" /-.A' '
, , -- " >.-. .-. v

:-:'.Noyember 12. v"■
; i The:rßight Rev.

-
Dr. Eeriihan; Bishop of

-
Auckland,

'"
-, is expected in. t'lirisJtchurchciiext-.weekv' - '-' ""-'- -

�-. : T.he.Revui Eather.Melut-S>M.,r-n6w at' Kaikouira, iV"on a periodical visitation tdsthe -Maori settlements in' the South/Island.. ... . -" ■ > " "'"
". ■_ The Rev. -, Father -McDernfoftf^lSS.-R/,' opened a"_ mission, at .Leeston- on Sundays During the week he is""

to be-r replacedr byx .the Very _Kev:^:r Father'''Ulune,C':SS.R., arid1- will.then, commence the- annual retreatat.Mount.Magdals. '
v -.' ""'-"--' "'" ''""- '

� / TJie Rev. -Father Qillerau VfrHoTjaft and-'the Rev. "
t

Father- O'FJynn, ~vof\ lasma-nia/^wefe-1callers^at'the"episcopal-residence; during .the~- week. :The-Revl-'Father. Gilleran was at JMount Magdaja on-Sunday...and the '
Rev. Father O'Flynn'1* "ccleb'fated^-the'half-pa^tT^nine '
;o'clock Mass^ in, the Cathedral. .. >1(^,s /\A-^' +
:

' Although it may"no.li.:bje::par.liaulai^pr6pe^-to" note
t[ th«e private

(
,life of notable persons, >;et_._one naturally

-feels impelled^ to "departvFr6iir the' strict rules in, this re-gard on occasions; r T(he edification-'afforded-by the- ex-... ample shown "must be the' excuse .advanced.
""

These re-rmarks.refer toMiss Tittellßrune,Mr..Kingston,and Miss
members of Mr. Jr\T. Williamson's Company,

Ni who may, -be ,seen:.„atlending' holy Mass daily "in-7the
roCathedral.; \ ;\ ■-. :--.. .-> i -r-vs., vskUs-J;,.' i^.'- ~< -

s Pupils of the Sisfcers of -the;Miss^ions!(SacredHeart- Convent), figure, prominently in"rthe -musical arrange-
ments of the Exhibition. Miss XiO'ttie Barker is 'leading-< harpist,-Miss^ Rima Young was second harpist.Can'd rMissr*

Mary^ O'Conhpr sang, in the chorus in-the Vyodiictibn'of
the Commemorative- Ode at > the-opening"-ceremony.'-Miss ._. Katie ..Young'. (Cathedral- 'organis-Vand aii- ex-pupilj \is-rpianist—an official ►appointment ">"for;"the:iseaspn/ " /"''The attractions-of Canterbury's Carnival' Week',an'H1

'

of theNExhibition brought'together an"-enormous '^con-'.:course from- all iparts." If
'

has been' a& period of re-=
'

:cords in attendance at all the-fixtures— race' 'meetings,"'
-, trotting meetings,">and'A /and-P; Show,v the, latter'als'o s*'establishing;records in- entries' and show daysv

' rOn peo-.pie's day -(Friday last) it is estiniated that fully,30,000. persons were oii. the- grouiid,*whilst at- the Exhibition.',
-■"over io;C,00 passed.'~thev turnstiles, bringing" th^ total
jX number'/of there for'th'e '"nine J 'dayi:"'up '

to.185,000/ - .■... '.-> , . ■"*'
i ,

-
v

"'
;On last "Sunday 'weeft a number of tlie children ,at

the Sacred Heart>Church,:rAddington,'-who_Had
f bdenpre-^"

ipared,in retreat' by rthe.Rev! -'Father People.s,"'made"their
'"'

-First rCommurite>ri>*- After Mass the .children 4\rere/'enter-
■ tamed by the' ■ ■ ladies of -the congregation a'tMbrealffast.There wa» Exposition.of..the,filesse.d,Sacrament, during

trie1 day and'Benediction ..iii the1;everiiA^, theaaltar -and.,sanctuary being beautifully adorned,for the"
occasion by-the; Altar. Society? assisted/bjr the Sislei's in,, ,,charge;

iof schools. In the afternoon there "was renewalof baptismal < vows in the presence of a .crowded con-gregation. On the* following day the whole of
'

the
school children thoroughly enjoyed a picnic arranged in

,<ithe. extensive church-and school grounds.
" ; ."'./'.r

- from~-'c"aptiv:fty.irThe ineffable benefit o,f 'hh£l-ilbly f&a.c-:':nfiee' will 'riotbe denied'- him'; '" ButI these thoughts.need/.
'

not* 'be*pursuedany further.- -' '" "'"""'-',. '„ * .„" "',*'<.
"On 'the"other""hand, what;a 'picture could be,'drawn!".,

of .the v--;- >.-■/ -:"";. _v i-fsj: ■ ._;\J\".,, ""'„-/'/ to!;t
o!;

of %chf/Cathqlics as^haye.rWen^brought'iuiider'- review-;:Objects, of piety;'are conspicuous by.their absence.-"from--the-sick' man's"room; There",'is,'*nobody' to\ offer-* a"prayer for him, lie is writhing .in" "agonies ,of .pain
and'-'weariness./He is stupiliod by 1 tne miseries' of v'lus,,
helpless' condition.:D6esir -.hev- pray ?.,.Or does

'
He bias- .'

pheme/' saying.-. 'What have,I.\ done 'that-""God ~sho~uld-punish/me' thus?' He h.as long'since/.ios;fc\tne use, "of-iprayer. -'How -unlikely that' the faculty of"prayer.will"now return, after1years; of disuse of' the "sameUnd -'
abuse^of grace." Restlessness, impatience,-obliviousness.'of religion -settle

*

down'upon him. 'The. death of-.-;thewicked is very'"evil," , declares;'lthe' inspired' Psalmist..:A hard.heart-shall fare..'evil
"
at.the" last/ exclaims--Ecclesiasticus, another inspired penman

" * ' '"

Does:not Holy Writ.abound ±r" terrible examplesof -
vengeance falling on .the wicked? Core, DatW Abiron"'and/their.associates- in rebellion-- against"'Moses': went

"

down: the gaping-, earth alive 'into hell,
'
as we read inthe .sixteenth cbaplei-jof the Book oi1 Numbers G6li-Vath, Absolom, Jczabcl, Holofer'nes, Baltassor Antio- "

chus, Ananias :-and " 'Saphira, Herod the "-impious— how.,.'
dire the end of each!

'
Sinners' 'that glory iri'J'evii"""gs, shall grow old in evil,' said Ecclesiasticus,1 un-

'

til bitter death-: overtakes- them.. \ And*.then' thV-'
wicked hearts-shall be .laden ■ with' sorrows'' according:'

to- the'same infallible'authorityy " '-'" "'
r -'-

Has not Christ pronounced' the 'sentence' on
; the"' re-

'
belhous Christian: '-He that will not'hear the Church""let him be to .thee as- the heathen', and 'the' 'publican?''
A2? S.^ nob also ""

Siven"tbrl>h' the divine" :He that despiseth you, despiseth Me ?' -How dire" andcrushing -the final'.judgment against "those" who would
'

not hearken to -the Voice of' God and
"
His' Church "'Depart from> me, .ye accursed, into*

'
everlasting' fire* '

(Matt
W
xxv P

4l
P
)a^'d f°r'"

W^' ldeVil" rand 'MS'' " l̂S> '"
It is superfluous torenlarge any more upon thecon- :

"

swieration. The class fcf Catholics already ".noticedusually die without the Sacraments, thosesafeguards for a- happy death. The friends are utter-ly indifferent- respecting the"spiritual interests ,6L 'thedying man."At 'its- best their conversation- with him.only turns on matters altogether. Vofdly. ThenMonies- ■
the all-important question "6i the burial service Enough,has been put forward to show how -/the Church^ de-
sires to- honor ;the dead, and to assuage. the- pains of

'
the holy. souls in- a - temporary middle state Buttnere is no folly or wickedness greater than to -allowa friend to die without the saving'.sacraments;,and--.
then .make' a howling cry over funeral honors. The

-
burial-service "is not a Sacrament/ All,- the -'/funeralservices yet performed, or to be celebrated to.theend>of time, could,not in their:.added up yalue~save » one-'-.<single,- soul: OfHo. worth .whatever are

~
they to "the"reprobate. The worthy reception of .tlie Sacraments-would h,av.e enabled' .the poor sinner' to depart fromlife under the happiest auspices. But this aspect of -

the case .is" no concern- to. the unfortunate surround-
ings of many a:dying Catholic? Instances "are suf-ficiently numerous ;t and ■up-to-date to. warrant ."

-
this. ■

strong -statement." However, the priest'gives the bene-fit of " . '- , .
A Charitable" Doubt, - .

although "he cannot/.- rid'his mind of<'reasonable miseiv-
'

> ln'gs respecting the/health",.of
'

the' departed' soul »For'* s
tho Psalmist declares ,that God's '-tender/mercies are!"over all His. works.' And the great apostle of" theUentiles lays down' the doctrine that' *it is the willof God ..that all men be saved.' uYes ;-but' Almighty

'
God also/requites the co-operation of every-adultthe. supreme business of,- salvation'. For this very 'piir-:'
P°f c �he"-endows .every, sold .with ..free' will— a"

'
-noble'

"'
gift. that rwills.man,1s salvation, arid"affords'1

'"
the meansi? to. this ..end, has.laid downme1,condition':"If thpuwilt enter iijLfco lile, keep the 'commandments' 'Moreover,,.germane also-to :thc ■question-Is that1:other":divine;oracle /enunciated -by St: Matthew :'" «He that1shall persevere to^jbliiBI.^nd,,"he shall :be'!saved

':Butth« sinner had spurned the, ' sweef yoke ' "and- "''fee"."
light burden' of _ his crucified' and merciful Saviour 1'

He.hf4 made,',a-.perverse,use of free' will.'-He nid.resisted' inspirations, entreaties, graces, beyond numberI.'The Qood- Shepherd,had sought,him .mostl" sedulously. *_but the -wayward 'Narid'. self-willed''errdngr -soul- fled for-ever from -his loving, embrace,.. 'He has.squandered"thefull measure' of graces for'Ms 'salvation 1 Theend of- the;-chain has been, reached; and tlien it 'isto '
be greatly feared that the hardened heart is given over

'
to final impenitence. 'Now we know' that God -doth-not hear -sinners,1 exclaims St. John./ < -'. .-,

'
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