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* Oh," said the free and independent elector, ‘' I am iired
of hearing him- called the Just. -Calumny is the natural
corollary of - envy. And- the Athenian Philistine of Aris- -
tide's - day -has his counterpart in the knot of Orange
clerical fanatics who have lately been .spending their
over-abundant leisure in ihe. ignoble . occupation of .
Irarrying pious amd noble-hearted women, whose virtues .
“they are tired “of hearing praised, and the_latchets of
whose shoes they are not worthy to loose. )
- . 2o
- Awl kinds of Dbores,’ says ihe Philosopher of ' ihe
Sandwich Istands, ‘ are “a nuisance;.but it i§ beétier to-
be bored with a two-inch auger than a -gimblet.’ Dis-~
ragli would even tolerate an anonymous scribbler if he
displayed intellectudl power. The only power_displayed
by the * yellow ' anti-convent brigade in Viqioria and
New South Wales is wind power. THey are men of
neglected - educatiofi—mere’ mental “‘gimblets ' and far
from peing fair samples of ihe Protestant elergy. And
their moral prineciples and their ‘social anlecedenis may
he sufficiently judged by the total lack of shame with
which they receive the prompt, publie, and overwhelm-
ing exposures lhat (as.our news columns havé lalely
shown} have in every case followed iheir evil iales. * 1§’
said Father Yorke in his demolition of Dr.”” Wendte,
' there were anyihing which would knit !‘ papisiry '
into my bDomes, it is the methods used by those who
essail us. They cannot™ meet us-with the truth.
They dare noi let their congregation see the Church as
she is—the King's daughter, without spot or blemish.
Like Cinderella, they hurry her into the kitchen, and
make her sit among 1he ashes, and defile her face
with grime. But all in vain. Her bBeauly cannot be
hid. Maltreat her how they wili, the irue heart -dis-
cerns her comeliness. Sick and tired of systems and -
theories and hali-truths and equivocations, the souls of
ihe people lookx toward the mountain whence their help
is 10 eome. Let them once see the Church in her
reality, no power on ecarlh can keep them from join-
ing themselves unlo her.” And so they seck with the
din of clamorous calumny to close the eves and hard-
en the hearts of the diminishing flocks in their con-
veinticles, lest these should sce with their eyes and
..hear with their ears and understand with their hearts,
amd turn to the faith of their fathers.

A SUGGESTED FORWARD -MOVEMENT
ON THE .
EDUCATION QUESTION

To the- Editor.

Sir,—This is the day of ° forward movements,’ and
it has occurred . fo me that a suggestion in the di:
rection of a forward movement on the question which
most vitally allects “Catholic interests in this Colony °
might not-be ‘-inopportume. _I offer, ihe sbggestion
with the greatest diffidence, and -would hesitate to face
the criticism, and possiply ridicule, -with which my
proposal may be received, did I nol feel that if it
served no -other purpose the suggestion would at léast
promote discussion ‘and help to make the education
question. a .live one for our people, :

My suggesiion is 'that it would be a step in the

vight direction and might help -to clear the way for
a settlement of this -~ great quesiion if -our .
authorities would consider the advisableness of ap-
proaching the afficial representatives of all the . other .
religious denominations who are seeking some measure
of religious educalion, with a view to the setfing up
of a représentative Religious Kducation Committee. It .
" would be the work of this Committee to -hold con-
ferences, thresh out.-the whole situation, and in Que
time bring.down a report on the possibility or other- .
wisé-of a mutual understanding being arrived at, and’
somé ‘measure of common action agreed upon. - -
- . To show that the - proposal, whether it be adyis-
able: or.-not, is-at least entirely feasible and practi- |
cable, let me oulline thg details-of 'a possible method |
of procedure :~ . ° T ’ c
Two representatives of ile
the menibers of

- -

Catholic Church—irom
lhe clergy—might be appointedy

. Presbylerian, . 1
: would-lay the. whole gase’ before these hodies—dwelling -

Church

" they
- of’ religious

_salisfying the Catholic: clains.
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cither in each of-the [our cenires- by -the: respective
Bishops, ot. two might, be. appointed ‘fox.. .ihe - whole
Colony, - and these. would act as, a depufalion to wait
on the’ snnual general -Syncds of {say) "the _ Anglicafi;
Wesleyan, and Bapfist Churches. = They
especially on- the urgency. .of . the-. necill for :religious
education to stemn the growing: tide of .yationalism -and.
agnosticism—and would “ask “éach ‘Bynod to—~ appoint
(say) four répresenialives on the Religiolis -Education

. Commitiee.. ThHe 'Catholic' body would’also bé, repre-
. sented on this Commiti¢e by . four members—say two
- Bishops and lwo priesis—and meetings -would- be held
at a tlime _and 7 place agteed -upon. }
- meetings - would " be” sulhicient -toshow - whether there

Two or ihree

was-.any- prospect of .an:agreement *being -arrived -at,
and hall a dozen would besall ihat,would .be required’.
to elaborate any scheme Lthat”might be agreed upon.
The members would- iliei “Tegort 1o -iheir respective
Synods, and i any dgrcement” wére arriviéd-at;’ " the
committee might be reappointed -as “a- permanent body
for the purpese of. devising means:for promoting the
canse of " religious’ education, such..as- lectures,.  distri- -
bution of literalure, holding religious education demon-
stratiops,” elc- Of course it is understood “that {he
foregoing <details might be ihodified to any exient, and .
are only put forward -as illustrations for”the*purpése
of showing at least one -way: in which my suggestion
may be given effect fo, _ ".-- - - .

‘ "The fixst impulse of most of your readers will . be,
to'- dismigs the proposal 4t once -as’ visionary- and use-
less, if "fiot actually ridiculous. - 1 would-:plead. - with.
such to give the malter & second thought and to ask
themselvés in all seriousness whelher some movement
of the- kind might nol, alter -all,”be #n improvément
on {he™existing condilion of things.-" Kor myself, I
have ‘long held the —-fixed conviction that we will never .
make- any -teal headway r on the Education_(uestiion-
until we- gain the ear of the non-Catholic public and
make rectuits from outside our own ranks. 1 _can
quite Gnderstand how, alter . their exXperience of the
past, evén those who are perfecily. friemily :to my sug-
gestion “may turn reluétantly -away. . with a: *Cui .

bono * —what will be the good of it all? . I geplgs-
that,

at  the very wolst—assuming’ that  the propesed -
Committee - is unable to arrive 'at any measure s=pes;
agreement whatever—the fact that our delegaies¥iggps
to approach the various S¥nods, the speeches made®by

them, and’ the subsequent discussions, will all -hes’ Fe

ported in full, and” the résult will be that the Bduca- .
tion Question will receive an~immediate access of - in--
terest and vitality., -In these days, at ' a time  when
the question seems almost meoribund, ithat is itseli- no-
small gain. . el D .

I may e ashed: What could there Le for sugch.a.
Committee to discuss so Iar as the Catholic position
is . eoncerned—in what ‘respect could rthere be any' give-
and-take under that head? 1. guite.:recognise,- of
course, that' there could be po -.compromise whatever
on the essential principles governing .the Catholic posi-
tion, but yet I believe there might be “found,. ample
matter for -discussion. It would bhe prémature at this
stage to .give all the delails which occur to one’s
mingl, bhut I 'may say that-—speaking simply:for myself
—1I hclieye it .would "be well worth ‘the:.Chureh’s..while
to make -donpessions on the lines of Mr. _ RBalfour's
Bill of (I ‘think) "1902, if by so doing the guestiop
could be setbtled —and the Governmeul capitation- ob--
tajped. My idea vegarding the procédure of ‘the -sug. -
gested conference is 1his: t{hat each of ihe bodies re-
presented shouldl submit a written statement of its «e- .
mands ; that the others should' say what they accépt,
what they cannot - accept, and what they can accept
conditionally ; and that .all the .delegales should then
carnestly consider how far they can comply with tihe
conditions regnired by the others. 'The two outstand-
ing facts of. the present situation are: first, that non-
Chtholics cannot obtain what “they want:- without. the
ail of Catholics, because the -public .conscience - would .
never consent io grant demands which,-if - Catlolic
claims were = ignored, would aggravale to an .. out-
rageous degree the' injustice inflicled on the Catholic
body ; _and” second, ithat Catholics- clenrly cannot hope
lo secure redress withoui the” aid of non-Catholics.
These two facts would be kepl steadily in -‘view by
the respective parties in trying lo arrive at a ‘ modus

“vivendi.) So - far as Catholics ‘are concerned, whatever
., they .may- personally 1ihink
" olic- programmes,

of * the ~various- non-Cafh-
they have no interest-in “dpposing’
them so long as iustice is_doneg lo themselves; . and
could with perfecl consistency and. sineerity . offer
td, supportioiher bodies in theif demand.for a -méasure.
instruction on cdndilion that the * other
bodies- included . in any proposed. Bill- provisiom - for

- Whalever may. be thought of the probable useless:
ness of my propokal, at leéast it can he said for® it
that it is simple, definite, feasible—that it cannot
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4 A SOBROWEU" heartys ayo drouthy ; but a sup o'-genuine
L " Cook o' the North "ﬁll'queno’h’ony. l

4 ‘A toom haun is nae lure for s hawk,” but & cup o’ Hondai.'
] A. Lanke's a temptation for mbody' 1 ?



