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Notes'Entirely Right''Our Roman Cfatholic. friends,' says the '■Churchman'
"

(an American Protestant Episcopal paper), ' are en-
tirely right, when they insist on the paramount impor- .
tance of what they call " atmosphere" in a school.
The - spiritual, .nature of children, chameleon-like?changes its color- with its food, its environment.'

The Townshend Case
The sensational Townshend case has closed inEng-

land—aoid the lid falls upon some sadly batteredlay
and clerical reputations. To the section of the public
who look beyond the mere social sensation of the
affair, the case presents a curious anomaly of the
British Constitution. The Marquis Townshend— while
declared by the jury to be neither a lunatic nor an
imbecile— is nevertheless pronounced mentally unable to
take care of his property. Yet he is deemed to be
quite fitted to sit in the Gilded Chamber to legislate
for the nation, and (in easily possible circumstances)
to record a vote upon which the fate of the Empire
might -depend. Many of our readers will recall the
manner- in which the lame, the blind, the halt, and
even titled imbeciles, were raked together from 'all
parts of Europe and drafted into the House of Lords
to defeat Gladstone's second Home Rule Bill in.1893.' To mould a mighty State's decrees ',
and shape the destinies of an Empire, at leastnormal
mentality should be required, and - a decent capacity
for managing one's own affairs. Artemus Ward's sug-
gested Parliament of showmen would probably repre-
sent a much higher average of legislative capacity
than did a jolthead section oosf s the gilded aristocracy
who swelled the big majority that kicked ''conciliation
out of the House of Lords .in 1893. -Conciliationwent out by the windowthen. It is now;' about to
come in_by the door. - '"*
History Repeated- ProfoMtiqnandnon-prohibition arcguestionson whichCatholics are: free to hold such opinions as:their ob-
servations of fact and their- powers of inference may
seem

t,to;;them. to warratnt. .In .'some at" least'"Wthese"'countries,if,is'the fault or. tiemisfortune of\.thepifohibi- '
tionomovement that---.it is in 1part-captained!byV- men"-who- regard Catholics as outride the.:protection-oftrtiie1.T<?n.epmmanidm"ents, -and who, aftierjhaving -outraged>
our. .most cherished religious

(Jor.''tf|iity-fiYe;\months,^ greet " us with, a passing smile onv .tfie tKir^ty-T
sixth-r-for- the" sake- of the.voting power which, weex--
ercise.

-
These Extremists are in part responsible forthe."antecedent distrust With ,wfoich "many catholics'

view. the.movement.... And -they are\:Wholly^Jaccountabl^,
for- the fact.that convinced,prohibitionists of ou»i- faitfc
find it difficult-to, take a public and-prominent-"part
in the movement. This remark applies with especial
foroe to the clergy, who are naturally loth to hob-

tage of -France that she should, find some means. ,6f
raakifig \JP&fi? with' . the Church.- Republics"and'SoWreignties come' and go," 'biit 'thev Church 'endures:'*;iIf ■

the qaiarrel is pushed to .extremes, - French Society
will be cleft to its foundations. That is not a state

of" things rwMch it is t6- .the' advafltage, -of- '"anyGovernment -to.- bring^.-about ; and- between now;.and,
Decemtber 11 the.Ministry -may modify?.'^heir" present.
declarations that at all costs' the law shall

'prevail,'
and find"means' (to quote ,the encycliical)'"of orgahi-1
sing religious life in- France in- such" a-way1

"
"as^ to "

protect, the Ch«rch from injury-and_- injustice.'.,'France \ say^ the c Post ', 'is still Catholic at
heart. The Lodge (or 'machine ') that c Tammanies

'
the country has..-.declared war upon the Ohuroh. ' The
Church— placed with her back to the wall-Mshad to
accept the gage of battle. But the I^odge may yet fol-
low the Iron Chancellor to Canossa. v

Fra^pe^tfjf;- t%ett*
76i1>ler"pr|a^i

r
s.a]ti-ons withTwhich we -in- - I

these CQwtr^es^ar^ is"con-; \
cernedt— so 3 abominably*1.served. > The-, channels of " testi- I
mfcrfp aye-seized- a¥d; !heMT'^-the -enemy. ~ Only^rthe'- '-
ckse'' fbr,7.shg(;JPs{jsecutidiiri;i^r.^irpWed ;to "filter.'-- Into"' \
these colonies

'ihro.^^^^jj^cjijp^wires:' For years' I
this ding-dong, of fac^supprcTssibn^iunfair annuendo7 open j
misreprel^^a^fon?-:$»&**< 6%ti£i;gtefc &nd\-malevol6nt lying - "

has been going on.— During:- the past few weeks we
have;'/had-'.wholly .-misleading messages regarding- the
substance■'of'the^papal-^encyelicar; <the hot-shot opin-
ions-'pf e.ombes (the ,pigmy_Ner.o;who so "long strutted
in'^tragic" buskins^ many rs,izes"toor large for him)'; the
bitter^" iperyersions - of-, Temps' (an anti-reiigious «* "
organ)";-rthe interested of Sarrien
and','Clemenceau ;"aiwT- the echoing yaps of minor anti-clericals

'
who'i

-
'"■'' '-^i =:'"' 1 "i
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-
". .'Mk;e to villagecurs,r

f . -.-Bark when t'hbir fellows do"I.'
'

Wg^ha,ye'»ha^.' 'during"""th*^past few years" the
"
cabled

legend -�of-: the monastic '- milliardV-but not the.sequel;
the._grpss_misrepr.e^ja.tations of the Sisterhoods at Aix
anil Nancy— again wrthftu^theiri'sequelsr There—has
been a cable c"o«spirapy;_,-of-jsjtence:yegarding the expul-:
sions,, the confiscati6^;^id;^te"r;c6lossai conspiracy
between the Government^.-Imtr'tlfe -Masonic; lodges. - Anti
cable misrepresentatidn!;gasChiad -altits- iron's inHhe fire
to; distort the;trutb#iof4^i.hW whoje.situation between ■

Church and State,.-^b~etweeh;?the Papacy and France^evfer since the £il]^w£tL introduced -for- the abroga-
tion of the ConcoKiaf^ y;OL the following and other
vital facts, .there-;._lias come- over-the-cables no whim-
per—not a 'breath*:':"(4) That the Pope's recent decision "

mi regard to' lay ,control..was no mere piroprio -motu
imposed upon anr^unw£liing- Church,- but a confirmation
of 1

'
the almost:unariiniolis decision- arrived at . before-ha^d^.by'^.tlieiTrenph episcopate", in. council assembled^;

(2>v that- -public; worship -has -been placed outside thecommon; law ; (3X;that * the" proposed1 'associationsfor
religious worship'; objected.-to.by the Pope and the
hipraTohy-jars .lay;organisations,'".independent of- eccle-
siastical faUthoritjr-, _E"aying3by law complete controlof
churohes,",ol ohurcji-funiis,-' of.-

'
the -.regulation of

giojus;;worship ythe celebration-, of
-

ceremonies,
religious propagaiidism^the -payment of salaries and 'pen-
sions -to.- .members } Tof'-.the.;,cler-gy,- -the recruiting,
teaching,, and* educati<sn- ot future- ecclesiastics,' and so
on ;\('4)-that ,th'ese -assooiatiohs" -are.-under the thumb
of �a t';Ministry ;,and (5)-that

'trie
control of --ptrtrliC:; "wrofS'hipf.and;.,the determining of dis-
putesjdo nytpil;the spiritual authority, -butwith;.-the.(at] presenf.bitterly/hqstile) Councilof .State.

t^J-I^d.--even - tbese,isew outstandingJacts of"the situa-tidtf^fefeeri"' stated,:' Australian 'and 'New'Zealandheaders
would have been able to see for themselves that the*
so-called Law of Separation is a blow aimed at thevery .constitution of. the Church—that, it violates, or
denies the rights:of "" the that rt is an in-
vasion of

"
principles thaV are of the very"life of "the'1

'
faith. The new law. (as/1Clemenceau.gleefully".pointed:
out in ;the �'" Aiiybre.'?) would be ar;iblowr- at -papal

=
authority; and-, Ohe^added) ' fromthe-rivalries"bfr asso-ciations :for worship to schism, is -buto"a "step-'.' The
intenty.of, the nejf1 lav? is.�ioo " /plain.to.'lbef'xais^aken ;

by,;any" but the
"

wilfully..Vblimi^ "
''. -".M 'V'/ -^,:1"; -,

f.-Oif "■■ i-':Tti -':Tt -...' ♥:-t -..1
-- -

i
.- ?*'- > "-,

'^'Th^cabie-^fiw^/'frbrn^F,i>nce/furniahes.a'xapitai in-: ■

stance,"of;.the -.rietea. "-of r.a.y.well-eguippedT-Gathqlic .Press1"'
Association.- -,Tp -this sWer-have 'referred.^elsewiiere <<iint ;
the^.present-issue. --The"outcome of- the war

t between-
" ;

Reli^on' and'the^t.^dgejin Franpe^i's :in,thd>4nd's' ?f?f
'

r ®'oft'. v '$*& ' "Daily-'-PostY oL August ',i\''hazards , the. foilowang prediction:—. ..-_ ■'-'� „)
v;,vThere s are Tst'at^men.':in cthe VatljCan as Well as'inP-^ris,",an<dr%vthe; masters of.statecraft there havemuchexpenencd.,of crises ..of this kind. Even Bismarckwent to Canossa, though he stoutly declared" thatno-rthing should induce Mm to yield. It is to the advan-
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