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A meaning has, tihen, VYeen attached to the word
‘ penance ’ which it will not bear. Noris this all. It

is said :-~* Twenty Masses were heard.” The truth is’

ibat the girl got this- ‘ neatly typed’ card-on the
fifth of Aupgust, and she lefl’ the institution that
same evening, So she had no opportunity of hearing a
single Mass. This ‘penance’' alarm ds hranded with
falsehood In substance and in detail.

The Girls’ Orphanage, South Melbourne.

(2) The charge made against ithe Girls' Orphanage
at BSouth Melbourne is of a far- more serious charac-
ter siill. Here we ave assured, on the same author-
ity, that the education of this girl was so completely
neglected that now, at the age of 17 years, she has
to bhe taught how to read and write her own name
by a !little girl of ten,” The whole” of Lucy Pen-
berthy's school years were spent under the care of
the Sisters of. Mercy at South Melbourne Orphanage.
That institution has a school attached, and the
orphans are placed on the same level as the children
attending of the Catholic schools in the Archdiocese.
The Inspector of Catholic schools, Mr. Cook, makes
an annual visitation to this school, and on the ocea-
sion of his last visit, in April of_this Year, he re-
ported most favorably hoth of the quantity and gual-
ity of the knowledge imparted, He singles out
special gcommendation Lhe reading and writing of the
orphans. I now make this offef :—That if the Govern-
ment, who have an interest in the orphanage, wish
to send any of the Stale school inspectors to ex-
amine this school, without a moment’s notice to the
iSigters, I have no doubt but he will find {hat, tak-
ing* inlo consideration the class of children being edu-
cated, it is Iully equal to any primary school in
Victoria,

Lucy Penberthy attended this school Lill she was

twelve years amd eight months. The school rolls show
that during the last nine months of her schooling
years she was ahsent only twelve days; and tihe
fact of her not making the same progress as the

other children is explained by the
* Through bad sight she was under
amd forbidden school work ; but on the whole she re
ceived more years of regular sducation than, the gen-
erality of children. She was an extraordinarily way-
ward child, and at times not considered accountable
for her actions. The effort to gain her attention and
keep her out of mischief required a greater strain
than the care of a large class of children.’

That same character she has fully sustained since
she left the orphanage. But, in the face of those
huge diflicullies, was there no progress made with her
education 7 Is she so completely ignorant of secular
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knowledge as to require a *little girl of ten' 1o
teach her how to write her name or read ordinary
print ?

This, charge, like the others, is .built on 1he

foundation of falsehood. I hold in my hand a scrap
of her writing, which she left after her in‘the convent
at Bendigo. Her signature, Lucy Gabriel, to this writ-
irg would do credit to many ladies in society ; and
the composition itself, alihough not perfect, is wonder-
fully good, considering the mental condition of the
writer. It reads:—' Make our dear Lord in the Bles.
sed Sacrament your constant thought, recollect {hat
He is your friend, tell Him all your sorrows, go
often in the day, if only for a few minutes, to re-
licve your mind in_ trouble, and you will find that
the hardest trials will seem 1o pass away in a mo-
ment.’ v
This, then, is the poor, hunted,
phan who, we are asked to believe, is being 1iaught
how to write her name by the ‘little girl of ten.’

A More Definite and Glaring Falsehood.

{3) The third charge hurled against the
charities is one of so grave a nature that the author
of that calumny is likely to hear more about it.
This girl is said 1o have been * drafted for laundry
work - to Rosary-place, Albert Park, at the age of
eleven.’ Here two institutions ave assailed—tlic one
which acts in loco parentis sending away a child to
hard work during. school years, and the other enriching
itseli by child fabor. If parents sent a child. of
eleven years fo hard work they would e justly con-
silered unworthy of the charge committed them - by
God; if the proprietor of a laundry accepted the
labor of a child of eleven, what would be his posi-
tion ?  Yet bhoth those acts of cruelty would be con-

tained in the charge I have quoted, if that- charge
were true. L

Fortunately, however, this charge stands on the
same foundation as the others, except that the false-

hood here is of a more definite and glaring char-
acter,
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But what are_.the real facts of ihe case, as 0ppo-
sed to the libellous - slamder andl the fickion with which
it is supported ? . T .

The birth cerlificate of Yuey Penberthy shows that
she was . born on August 28 °~ 1889.. On . the récom-
mendation of the late Father Moriarty (whose -letter
is still at ihe orphanage); of Koroit, she, with her
sisters, was admitted fo. the orphanage on-—April 35,
1881, The books both at Hosary-place and: at the
orphanage show that she was transferred to the care

of the Good Shepherd Sisters on January 8, 1903—
that is, in her fourleenth year. This, then, is - the
girl who, we  are assured, was ° drafted to laundry
work’ at 11, As a matter

of fact, she never did
laundry work in the ordinary sense- of the ierm. In
reply 1o inguiries 1 hdve made both at Rosary-place
and at Bendigo, I am told 1hat she was employed
at ‘any light duties «f which-she was capable—at one
time for a couple of hours in the Jpacking room, ‘al
anether, in the flower gavden ; then, again, assisting
in the house work.’ And the Prioress of  the Ben~
tigo Orphanage writes: * Some days of the week the
girls here have not three hours’ steady work, Lucy
Penberthy never did a day’s work; and as she was
inclined to distract otiher girls, she was ‘merely kept
in the packing room to keep her out of mischief,’

A Cowardly Defence.

is ore, and onlv one, defence that can be
set up by defeated bizotry in lhe face of those facts.
It is ihe cowardly defence set up by Adam after his
deliberate sin: ‘The woman . whom thou gavest me to
be my companion gave me of the free and Idid eat.?

The fruit—the story in this case—was fair to the
eyes and delightful 1o behold, and 1he bigot did de-
vour it with a relish, But he may now, like a
coward, say that the woman deceived him, If so,
what are we 1o think of his injustice in not inquir-
ing, or his credulity in believing such perversions of
facts 7  Adam forgol his duly to God, to the human
race, and 1o Iis own conscicnce. The man who pub-
lishes false testimony 10 the injury of others, and on
insufficiend evidence, and then biames his informant,
imitates the sin of Adam. But it she were capable
of deceiving him, or if she were o defective in Intel-
lect as to believe {lre stories he has published on her
authorily, we can well undersiand how  such defects of

mental fibre would result in the posilien in which she
is now placed.

There
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ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

(From our own correspondent.)

September 29,

On  Saturday evening at {he concluding meeting of
the Victoria College Bebaling Soclety it was announced
that the Union prize, awarded- for the best debater
during the session, had bren won by Mr, H. O’Leary.
Messrs., . J. Fitzgibbon (who acted as chairman of
the society during the yeary and H. O’Leary will
represent  the College in the inter-university college
debate to be held next Faster at Auckland,

A wedding of more than ordinary interest took
place on_Thursday last al St. Mary of the Angels’
Church, Boulcoll  street, where Mr. Harold Oakes, we
known in musical eirecles here, was married to Miss
Mabel Wilson, of this cliy, The ceremony was per-
formed by the Rev. Father Venning, assisted by Rev,
Father Kimbell. Miss L. Wilson, sister of ihe ‘bride,
was bridesmaid, and Mr. R. White acted as ‘best man,
As lhe bridal party were leaving the church, the
! Weddipg March ' ‘was played
Kimbell.,  Among ihe wedding presents received was -
silver salver, the gift of the employees of Mr. George
Godber, for whom Mr. Qakes is foreman,

Mr, L. Reichel, who recently -returned from g
trip to the Old Country, deliveréd an interesting - lec-
ture on his travels hefore (he members of. the Cath-
olic Young Men's Club on Thursday evening. The lec-
ture was iilustrated . by a large number of lantern
views, Mr. Missen manipulating the lanters, Mr, Rei-
chel, whio succeeded admirably in sustmining . the §n-
terest of his auvdience, referred to incidents he had
experienced and stenes he had observed on a journey
that was “taken ~via Ausiralia, Ceylon, Suez, and
Brindisi to Emngland; thence to Germany, hack to Ire-
land, #nd home to . New Zealand by way of Cape
Town, Hobari, and Sydney. A hearty vote of thanks

was accorded the leeturer at the conclusion of his ad-
dress.
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