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(From our own correspondent.)

Aungust 24,

An unusually large number approached the Jioly
Table on the Teast of Lhe Assumption,

At the mecting of the 5t. Columba Club, held
last week, Captain D. Byrne, of Chrisichurch, gave
a most interesting lcclure on his experiences during
the South African war., The leclurer was listened
1o attentively throughout, and at the conclusion he
was accorded a hearty vote of thanks.

The two diplomas conferred for meritorious worl,
done in connectior with the local club, by the ex-
ecutive of the Federated Catholic Young Men’s So-
cieties, were balloted for, and were unanimously
awarded to Mr. B. J. ruulips  (hon, treasurer) and
R. C. Heflernan (hon secretary). .

The annual meeling of St Mary's Cricket Club
was held last week, The report and balance slhect
showed the finances of wne club  were in a sound
condition, The eleclion of ofiicers for the ensuing  sea-
son resulted as follows :—Captain, Miss Annie Hefter-
nan ; viee-caplain, Miss Florice Shanahan ; secretary,
Miss Emily Roche ; treasurer, Miss Julia Greaney.

The contractor for the tower and spire  of S,
Patrick’s Church removed the scallokding  last week,
The tower siands out prominently, presenis a very
pleasing appearance, and can be seen from any part
of the town. The church is now complete, and is a
credit to the Catholie communily of this town and
to the Very Rev. Dean Carew, who has worked
most energelicaily fpr its completion. .

At the meoting of ille Hibernian Sociely held last
week DBro. B A, Burke (who has retired from {he
office of secrctaiy afler having held that position for
upwards of {wenly years) was presented with

4 see-
retary’s collar as a siight token of the csteem in
which he is held by ks  brother memiers, Bro.
Burke, in thanking (he members for their genercus

gift, said he trusted the Society
sperx.

The 8t. Columba Club is very much  alive.  On
last Monday the junior oratorical competition evpled
even greater interes! than ihe senior one held a fori-
night previously. A very latge crowd assembled 1o
give the younger members some encouragement, &l
the greatest enthusiasm prevailed. A medal had been
offered by Rev. Father Tayior for compelrtion,  and
this drew oul the talents of sevelal who, through
hashiulness or lack of ambition, do not usually en~
gpage in debates. All the speakers were well up o
senior honers, and two or three quite carried away
ihe heouse. R, C. Hefiernan, who spoke first, took
for his subject ¢ Daniel O'Connell.’ P. . Heaphy
treated in a clever manner 1ilie lLife of the clder
Pitt ; T. Hellernan chose as his tmeme the ecarcer of
our late Premier. Ie jeceived a great ovation from
the audience. ” J. Condon  showed how  the gieat
Edison climbed the ladder of [ame, Wm . ITassall teld
us some interesiing things akout the Australian poet.
Adam Lindsay Gordon, and was followed by T. .J.
Barry, who gave a warm appreciation of Lord Ten-
nyson. Arthur TFraser was the last to speak, and (o
im the judgpes awarded the medal alter much dis-
cussion. The winner spohe  on  Ambrose O'Higgins,
and several times warmed up to real eloquence. Hisg
mannet, siyile, and delivery woere pleasing, animated
and convincing, Ife promises Lo hecome the champion
orator of the club.  All agreed that this was one
of the most entertaining evenings ever spent at  the
rooms.  The 1hanks of the club are dus 1o the Rev.
Father Taylor, for 1he great inferest +taken in the
members, never failing to attend 1he meetings and
often af greab personal inconvenience.

would still  pro-

OBITUARY

MR. JOHN FAHEY, TUAPEKA.

We regret to have to record the death of Mr.
John Fahey, who passed away "at the residence of
his sister, " Mrs. A. Harris, Waimate, 'on  August 17,
The deccased had been a resident of the district for
six weeks, during which time he wag constantly at-
lended by the Very Hev. Dean Regnault, and " Rev.
Father Tymons. 11é was a practical Catholic and died
a most edilylng death. The remains were taken 1o
Lawrence for interment. The funeral, which was the
largest seen in the district lor a considerdble time,
took place on Sunday, August 19, and Very Rev.
Mgr. O'Leary, who officiated at the graveside, made
special reference to the exemplary life of the de-

ceased. The late Mr, Fahey was a native of County
Galway.—R.LP,

ST. PATRICK’S COLLEGE, WELLINGTON

SILVER JUBILEE OF FATHER HILLS, S.M.

ey

(From an oceasional correspondent. )

- On Tuesday of last week the Rev., Father Hills,
S5.M., Viece-reclor of &1, Patrick's College, celebrated
Lthe silver jubilee of hig ordination to the prisst-
hood.  In 1881 Father Hills was ordained in St
Mary’s, Dundalk, by Archbishop McGettigan,

After morning school on Tuesday, Master
O'Conuar, as senior monitor, im,a few well-chosen
words, wished Father Hills many happy relurns of
his ordination day, and expressed the hope +that he
would live many years to coniinue, within the walls
of St. Patrick’s, the good work he was at present do-
g, On behall of the studenls he then presented

Father Itills with a handsome souvenir of the occa-
sion.

Father Mills said that he had been quite taken by
surprise, and ihanked the boys for their valuable pre-
sent.  For 1ibe last thirty “years he had been among
bioys—in ¥rapnece, in Ireland, and in New Zealand, and
the Boys of the lasl-mentioned country were as good
in evely way as tirose of the clder lands, He wished
the boys every happiness anid prayed that God's bless-
ing would ke with 1hem m their various walks'of life,

Cheers for Fatlber Ehils brought the gailhering to a
close.

During the day all {he clergy of the city and
suburhs assembled 11 the college to wish every good
thing to their jubtlarran confrere, Iln  .the afterncom
at the Wellington Coliege ground, St. Patrick’s College
second team met! and defealed Wellinglon College in a
matcl for the Gith-class championship, The St. Pat-
rick’s hoys, who showed gool combined play, gave a
fine exhilfition and rather casily defsatled thoir oppo-
aneuls by 14 poinls to nil. Tries were scored by Cul-
len (2), Campmon, and Quinlan, Jas, Ryan and Campion
converting one each. .

In the evening the ¢ old boys ' of the college en-
tertained the preseat students at & social gathering at
the  colloge. About 50 ¢ old boys’ were present, and
a very enjoyable evening was spent,

At half-past eight a musical programme was
menced in the Study Iall ang past and present  joined
in the cvening’s amusement. Songs and other musi-
cal items were contribuied by Father Hills, Messrs. S.
Hicksom, Sullivan, Walsh, and Kelly, and Mr. W, E.
Butler amused all present  wilh hig humoreus anee-
dotes. Mr. J. Fulay contribubed some’ very clever reci-
tations which were much appreciated. The present stu-
denls were represented on the programme by Masters
Miller, 3. Ryan, Geancy, and Seymour, while the college
orchestra conlributed several well played and very
pleasing ilems. The ! old hoys’ were fortunate in hav-
ing the services of Mr. Walkins, Mus. Bach., as accom-
pauist all through ihe concert.

At the conclusion of the propgramme  the Rector
addressed the gathering, and said ihai the re-union had
been“transierred Irom a former date, in order that the
‘old boys ' could join the piesent boys in doing honor
to Father Thils on the occasion of his silver Jubflee,
e told of his long acquaintance with Father Hills,
dativg, Wack 1o their college days, and  of many re-
miniscences of bygone times. As Lhis was  the half-
vearly meeling of the Old Boys' Association he was
happy to congratulate them on the large incroase of
aciive members since last genera! meeting, and on the
extremely satisfaclory state of their finances—g condi-
tion of aflailts which augured well for Lheir futore de-
velopment.

Mr. A. H. Casey, on behalf 6f the Old Boys' Asse-
cialion, congratulated Father Hills on the anniversary
which they were eelebrating on that evening. He said
that many there present had beon under Fabher Wills
in iheir college days, and one and all spoke hiphly of
the sterling qualities which had endeared him to each,
In conclusion he wished Father Iiills many years of
health and happiness to do good work in the vineyard
of the Lord.

Father Miils In reply thanked the °gld hoys *  tor
the kind things they had  said about him, and wished
them every success in life.

Games were then indulged in by young and old amd,
after supper had been served and dome justice to, cheers
for the Rector, the staff, the ‘old boys ', and the pre-
sent hoys, brought a most enjoyable evening to a con-
clusion.

Throughout the day  Fatler Hills received many
telegrams and messages of congratulation from all rarts
of the Colony.

Francis
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