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Saw the Joke

Our able and quick-wilted Sydney contemporary,
ihe ! Freeman's Jouwinal ’, says: ' The * New Zealand
Tablet,” edited by the Rev. H. W. Cleary, has been
permanently enlarged to 40 pages from lhe July 12
issue. The choice ol the dale for enlarging this, bril-
liantly-conducted weekly is a stroke of refined sarcasm
on the part of Father Cleary.’

We reclkoned at the time thal some of our biight
over-sea contemporaries would see where the  joke eamne
in.
¢ Rdther Suggestive’

‘It is raiher suggeslive lo noie,” says 1he 'Cath-
olic Universe,"” in a recent issue, * that the thrce
women essaylsls who are generally recognised as  the
writers of 1ihe best Iinglish in contempoiary  litera-
ture—Alice Meynell, Louise lmogen Guiney and Agnes
Repplier—are all Catholics and the products of convent
schools,”

————

Australasia’s Thirst

The art and cralt of ditawing up diink statistics
was  urknown i Addison's day. Hach man kept lus
vwa record, ‘if so dispoged '—lhike ¢ honest Will Fun-
uell of the West Saxon,” who in 1he course of
twenty thirs{y years had (acvording to his own compu-
tation) personally disposed of 24 hogsheads of Oclo-
ber, four lung of port, half a kilderkin of small
beer, 29 harrels of cider, threc glasses of cham-
pagne, besides  (accordlng  lo  Addison) numbet less
howls ol punch, sips, diams, and whels. We cannot
hoast nowadays ; bhut we have gol a long way off
manners, as in time, from the  1oystering  ang
whishy-swilling c1a of Wil  Funnefl and his kind,
Nowadays the statist keeps the tally of thw nalion’s
small beer and ‘ punch, sips, drams, and whets,’ and he
strikes ofl mdividual scores by the convenient 1cs0rh
ol an average.  And the result cannot be sand Lo
make very pleasant reading.  Heile are the latest fig-
ures for the six Stales ol Australia, with New Zea-
land added as a tag .—

Per adult

Amuung, Per ilcad. Individual,
£ £ s d. £ o5, d.

Viatoria 1,037470 i 2 0 711 3
New 8outh Wales 5 044,690 312 2 619 7
Queensland ... e 1,869470 313 4 71 2
Bouth Australia . 1,650,210 { 5 9 8 7 5
‘Western Australia 1,446,110 7 LB 11 7 0
Tasmania ... 419,492 2 77 415 1

Australis ... v 15,267,340 31y 2 79 7

New Zealand 2,239,290 213 1 419 1
The order of tempelance, based upon per capila con-
sumplion, 1uns as follows : Tasmania, New Zealand,
Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia.
o }

Germany’s huge thirst takes over
more alcoholic assuaging than New Yealapnd's and
slightly "more than Australia's, Its anoual Hiquor-bill
amounts to £131,517,600. And (says the United Stales
consul at Kiel in a recent report) according 1o
published statistics, each inhabitant conssmed yeally
6} quarts of wine, 1298 quaris of beer, aud 9 gualts
of brandy. The per capila cosl was £3 53, ioclud-
ing women and chidren. The average for male citi-
zens over fifteen years would be £7 105 (American
dollars ard here turned into the corresponding
amounts in English currency), Bismavrck is stated Lo
have declared that ° Germany is ruined by the beer
plague’. And Germaws at home of every position do
undoubtedly spend an unconscionable timie in the thick,
smoky atmosphere of their beer-houses, of which the
number and the paironage almosi surpass belief. Nor
can we in New Zealand afford to boast in lhis matler

fifty per cent.

of temperance, despite Lhe position that we hold among
tke Australasian States. Our enormous advantage in
the matier of climale and waler-supply should, by it-
self alone, make us rate much higher as a temperate
Ieople than our neighbors that dwell in the hot, dry,
and thirsty lands heyond the Tasman Sea. Yet the
road to ruin is preily nearly as well paved here as in
Australia. We have an unpleasani percentage of people
who (like Artemus Ward) never permit business to inter-
fere with {heir diinking, and who

‘Gel on a spree
And go bobhing around .

*

Among  our licensed victuallets there are, we know,
very many who conduct whatl 1s a very risky and respou-
sible business, n a respectable and legal way. But there
hangs on Lo the shitls of ¢ {he trade' a bedraggled
iringe of scallywapgs who syslematically sel tle laws of
God and man at deftlance | who falien on the physical
and moral degradation that fiey thcourage ; and who
with a hght heart send souls (o he fiexy whirlpool
and  the bottomiess pil—so leng as the diaholical game
ples the guilly shekels in their fol). They are the
teal originatbis and (he most cloquent Ieaders of the
Prohibition movement, and not 1he men who rightly de-
nounce thein as deslroyers, and who wrongly assume
that all in  the same business are taired wilh the
same number of coals hy the same red-devil’s brush.
The law, as it slands, 15 by 1o means sufficiently drastic
lo deal effcctively  with the licensed malefactor who
gratifics his rapacify at ihe expense of the moral code
and the public weal. AW (oo often, the sword of jus.-
tice fails 1o {ouch him, just ax the sword of Aecnecas
failed to wouml 1the 1mpalpable shadows of ihe dead
that flitted before tus vision. But e law can be
made to reach them—by the double way of prevention
antd of cwe: of prevention, by batring
the undesirable to * lhe trade’, and of cuile, by eject~
Ing higt (f he secules an entiy)  with  commendable
neatiess and  despateh. We have moie than once indi-
vated how tlus may be done.  And we have full many
a time urged, and still wige, the heensed victuallers as
4 body to press L such legislation as  shall permati-
ently elmmmate the scallywag aml the reprobate from
‘the trade . But this wigent move in an urgent. re-
furm is, Hike Ptince Chartlw, * lanp, a-comin'.’ Ludwig
Boeine avers that the typical Fatherlander will  wear
his coat thieadbule wlile naking up lus mind  whether
or not he will have a new bulton sewn upon it. ‘Eile
mit - Werle 15 his molto—' mahe hasle 1 a leisurely
way . But when a geform 1s urgently needed  in  the
public 1oterest,  “ihe  present time is . ibe  pleasant
lime ", 11 Was  the rour and  the  trifler who
sang  long ago . “To the pods belongs lo-moriow *.

the access of

The Law’s Delays

‘Fond of lawsuils, hittle wealth, fond of doctors,
hittie health.” The ftist patt of thts  old Spansh
provertr finds a curwoes llustiation m the following
paragraph lbhal has of late been gleeting us with the
smile of an oul fnend Dom half-a<dosen daily papers
in New Zealand. 1 — .

‘In the 1wo sillages of Luceran and Lancongue,
in the Ailpes-Maribiues, France, Juise 11 was kept as
a public holiday lo celebrate the end of a great law-
st which had kepl the (wo villages divided since
November 11, 1163, The qguustion in dispute was Lhe
possesslon of a picce of land at Tl.ova which each
village claimed., Recently the court at Nice definite-
ly settled {he matller by divahing  the land  equally
between the villages. The tolal cost of this lawsuit
during the 444 yeals amounts to  £30,000, while lhe
value of the land in dispute was about £400. The
law papers which had accumulatid were docketed in
1858 pareels which weighed 16 tons, and were stored
in a large disused chuich.’

Thirty thousand pounds and (presumably) four een~
turies of 1ihe customaly Dbiiteiness of Little Pendle-
ton feuds—and all for a paicel of molher earth worlhk
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