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MARRIAGES
PAVLETICTT-MALRTIN.—On  July  18th, at Si.
Joseph's Oathedral, ULy the FRev. TFather Liston,

Leonard Pavlelick, 1o Catherine Downey Maitin.

BROWN—-DOWNLES.—At the Church of
ITeart, Naseby, on
Father McelMullan,
1o Mary Josephine
nf the lale Jamos
Mrs. Sullivan,

ithe Sacred

August  the 8th, by the Rev.
(reorpe  Bernatd Brown, of Naseby,
(Minnie) Downes, second daughter
lownes, ol Auckland, and niece of
Naschy.

ANSWERS TO CORRESONDENTS

SOUTILAND — A ticle on
nexy  week,

J..—The
All frelamd

IFreemasomy will appear

Archbishop of Armagh is
the Archbishop of
land. The titles dale lrom
kett, are purely honoray,

Primate of
Dublin Primatle of Ire-
the time of Cliver Plun-
wele  given to  {erminate a
passing «ifference,  and cany  wo  qurisdiction. The
Archbishop of  Anmagh, tabes precedence unless  Lhe
Archibishop of Dublin s of lupher ecelesiastical rank
(if, for instamece, he is a Cardinal when the  Areh-
shop  of Aymagh is noi).

MESSAGE OF POPE LED XIII. TQ THE N.Z. TABLET.

Pergant Directores ef Seviptores New Zealand Tablet, Apos-
tolica Beneciictione confortati, Religionis ef Fustitio carsam
promovere pev vias Veritatis et Paci's.

Die 4 Aprilis, 1govo. LEO XIII., P,

TRANSLATIGN,—Foariified by the Apostolic Blessing, fet the
Directors and Weiters of the New Zealand Tablet continne to

promote the cause of Religion and Fustice by tire ways of Tricth
and Peace.

April 4, #goo. LEQ X111, Pope.
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AN AUDACIOUS PROPOSAL

—_——

ORMANT  rdlipious animosities,
dogs, are hest left 1o
their forly winks n peace.
we  bhelieve that  ihe
tian Association ia

like sleeping
lie siill and take

For 1his reason

Young Men's Chris-
Invercargill (a Protest-
ant orgamsation) has sadly hlundered in ap-
plying 1o be placed upon 1ihe local rates.
On Augusl 16, a deputation from the As-
sociation waited upon 1he Borough Council. The de-
putationists explained {hat 1he Association ° had out-
lined a forward movement '; {hat *1iheir present pre-
mises wele not  suflicient 19 earry out the pro-
gramme they had in view ’; and *that {heir Board
had: therefore resolved to pelition for a lease of ithe
present Council Chambers® ‘at a nominal rate’ (iis
present letting value being estimated at £80 a year).
It was furthermore explained that if the Association
succeeded in getting a lease of the ratepayers’ pro-

perly al a peppercorn rental, they would, in return,
" institule a f[ree public reading-10om,’ under their‘own
management ; and that they would Iikewise he gracious-
l¥ pleassl to carry out, in the Chambers, the social
and religious  work which other denominations are do-
ing as a matier of course and of duty: all over
New Zealand without asking for a subsikly  in  the
ferm of a building leased o ilhem rent-free, or al-
most rent-free, by the ratepayers.

L]

Such is the substance of what is, perhaps, the
most awlacious proposal that has ever yet been
placed before a Civie Council in New Zealand, Be it
known thai we have nothing bui words of commenda.-
tion for the work of the Young Men's Christian As-
sociation, when catricd oul within its propetr  sphere
and {1 the proper way. We should, for instance,
most heariily approve of their applying for and re-
ceiving o subsidy from the publie purse, if their * for-
ward movement’ was a oStale work—if, for instance,
they erccted and opened an orphanage, and fed, clothed,
housed  and educated the destitute Stale-wards of iheir
own ereels. In that case, they would be legally  and
morally entitled to a share of the public funds. Apd—
s0 long as the work was failhfully done—eavillers and
Paul I1ys would have no more right to ohject to
their playing and reading their Bible during ihe pro-
cess, than they would have lo ohject to  a contraclor
putling up his olisons a dowen times a day, if he so
chose, so long as his ratlway bridge or post-office is
fuilt soundly  and in accordance  wilh specifications.

But  the new  ‘forward movement® of ihe Inver-
cargill hranch of the Young Men's Clristian As-
soclation does nol represent a Stale work., Neither

does it rgpresent a municipal cnterprise  such as, io
Fairness to other denominalions, might be entrusted o
a sectalian organisation. For the Association merely
represents a comnonplace social activily of a group of
more ol less allied Reformed denominations. The Asso-
elation’s new  * forward movement ' in Invercargill s
smply o mevement to piek the pochets of their neigh-
bots—lo put  in  Alew thumbs and pick sevenly or
eighty golden plums annually oul of the puldic pie
for the support and exiennion of a phase of church-
work thad  Catholic and other denominations in Inver-
cairmll, and all over New Zealand and  Austiralia are
catrving on al Lheic own  expense.
*

The proposal (o conduct, ' a free public reading-
toom ' s merely  lhe poliug of 1he  Associalion’s
thumb into the public eye in order to cover the pro-
poscd thelt from the municipal 1111, For reasoms that
should be sufliciently nbvious 1o the most leaden-
witted rafepayer in lhe Souvthland  capital, the con-
ducting of a public hblary or reading-room by a see-
tayian oiganisation bulges with possibilities of  even
deeper and mole exasperaling maschief than  the plac-
ing of a mixed public school entirely at the merey
of a denominational association.  For Catholics this
new phase of the * forwatrd movement, ' presents special-
ly odious possibilitics.  We cannot  for a moment sup-
pose that 1ihe Civic Fatlhers of so important a centre
of popuation and commerce as Invercargill, would—
even if they legally could—thus, in effect, creaic and en-
dow a Municipal Church by making & spresent to one
group of denominations (in the shape of remitted
rents) values amounting, perhaps, 1o @70 or £80 a year.
Such a proceeding as the Association suggests would
open z Pandova’s hox oi nagping jealousies and sce-
tional ill-feeling. And it would be highly calculated
to provoke, on the part of dissidents, a Passive Re-
sistance movement, such as the Y.M.C.A. creeds have
conducied with a certain measule of success in  Great
Britain Catholics do not ask Lo have iheir Young Men
movemenls pauperised by being placed upon the rates.
And they would not gquietly subamit 4o be rated for
the municipalisailion of a like commonplace church ac-
Livity among other creeds.

HENRY HUGHES
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