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undermine it. Whether we shall close our schools and
turn our children adrift; whetlier we shall resist the
payment “of rates and taxes, 'and £ill the jails of the
country ; or what shall be the form of our protest,
is matter for debate and discussion and décision ; but
that we shall resist to ilhe uttermost, let Ministers
and politicians understand, vnce and for all. We have
appealed to the sense of justice to our meighbors, and
that sense of justice scems wantling. Very well, But
Dr. Clificrd and his f{riends have done something to
show how how I'assive Resistance can he worled. 1t
will he our business to bebtier that resistance ien-
fold. We shall make a fight on this Education husi-
ness for liberly of conscience and fair play compared
to which the Nonconlormist tresistance will appear a
hollow mochery.’

We are not of the people who are never ab peace
unless when they are at war. We do unoil believe in
fighting for the sake of fighting, DBut woeither arve
we believers in the maxim of * peace at any price.’
There are times when it is cowardice 1o take grave
and radical injustice prone and unprotesting and unre-
sisting. And when your back 13 to the wall, and you
must strike in necessary seli-defence, it is, as a gen

eral prineiple, good policy lo hit with all your
might. Circumslances  all  loo frequently arise in
which justice can be secured in no other way.

THE CHURCH AND MORALITY

>

(By H1s GRACE THE ARCHRBISHOP OF WELLINGTON,)

————

The present subject is the Church and moralily—-a
most important thceme, towching our mosl sacred inter-
ests and the ditection of our [ife, nay, our everlasting
Inture—a most opportune iheime, becanse ihe questiion of
moralily was never more discussed than in our day.
You hear a gieal deal in certain quarters about in-
deperdent morality and religdous motality ; the iormer
emancipated from all dogma is vaunted (o the skies,
the tatier resting on the iwlea of God is spurned and
despised. This capital error must be exploded. Whal-
ever people may say, it is entitely wrong to distinguish
hetween independeni mortality and relipions morality—no
such distinction exists; for there is but one marality;
and that one ard ouly morality cannot stand with.
out the Church. Because she is indispensable 1o mor-
ality for three rcasons: (1), as the guardian of mor-
ality ; (2} as the suppoit of consciciee ; and (3) as
the source of sanctily,

I

The Church is the guardian of moralily, because
she maintains the unshakable bases of morality :  a
code, a legislator, and a sanction. (1) 1t is needless to
show .the necessity of a code of morals. Morality be-
ing the rule of manners is imposed on all persons, con-
sequently must be universal and immuatable. It must
be the same for all countries and for all latitudes, the
same for the civilized man and the savage, the same
for the child and the aged man, the same for the
learned and the imnorant. But the comscience is not
the same in all; it is more or less enlightened,
more o) less upright, more or less iimerous, niore or
less broad. Neilher is education identical in all, mnor
temperament, nor passions, nor interests. And you are
aware how dilferent may be the appreciation of the same
act acconding as conscience, or education, or tempera-
ment, or passions, or interests vary in each individual,
Nevertheless, it is evidenl that ihe morality of an act
cannot depend merely on conlingent, outward circum-
stances, that would = make morality the- sport  of
caprice, nay, bring about its annihilaiion.

You thereiole sce the absolute necessity of a code
whick, by poinling out to everYhody where duty  lies,
serves as the basis of the moral “appreciation of our
acts.” That code is the Decalogue, or the Ten Command-
ments. God implanted it in man’s heart at his crea-
tion ; but man becoming in course of time either un-
able or unwilling to discern these commandments in-

seribed in his conscience and forming what is catled the -

natural law, it was requisile that God should formu-
late them and solemnly give themy to Moses, for trans-
mission to the Hebrew  people as His and their law,
Jesus Christ took this Decalogue, completed, eleva-
ted, perfected it, making it the law of exquisite purity,
Incomparable beauly, and cousummate elevation, which
we call Gospel morality.

But this Gospel moralily—will men understand it-?
i they undersiand il, will they aceept it ? If  they
accept it, will Lhey preserve it ?  Or, like the natural
law, will it graduaiily fade away from i{he human con-
science, vanish and disappear when Jesus has lelt the
earth ? No; tbanks to the Church that morality was
never toe perish. The Church gathered it from the lips
ol her Masier, proffered it fo mankind, interpreted i
te the world which, at the tiine when the Apostles
began to preach, was steeped in feariul corruption ; she
kept il intact and 1espiendent. When we recollect in
what a fiexce deluge of human passions the Gospel
teaching appeared, we ask how the Church was ahle to
maintain iis doctrine entire and inflexible. Yet she
did it, as even her adversaries  admit. Always and
everywherc the Catholic hurch preaches a moral law
which mortally wounds pride aad lust, those two -dei-
ties of the corrupt human heart. All the passions of
the mind and the {lesh encounlered her on  their way
and compiained {hat she was leo incompalible. From
the barbarian, who ashked her to shul her eyes to his
ptunder and revenge, down to the kings who sought to
divorce 1iheir wives, she met with rebellion and vielent
opposition. Even to-day men  Inquire why she is so
holy, why she docs not consenl 1o relax certain laws
by which she binds human conscienees ; why she is not;
more indulgent te the passions and uecessities of men.
Many would fain come 1o her who are deterred by her
tigor, the yoke of which they «dread. But she has re-
cetved from God the depoesit of holiness, and with it
the guardiansiip of conjugal |horor and domestic
purity. She hears wilth pam, but inflexibly rejects,
such shameful proposals, and maintaiuing the full per-
feetion of Clospel moralily she answers with God - "My
grace is sulficien! for thee.”

Thus the Church for the last {wenty cenluries preserves
in its integrity and spreads ahroad ths perfect Gospel
moral code, undimmed lihe a shining lighthouse radiat-
ing into consciences and showiug them where lie duty,
Lonor, virtue and the 1ight way.

(2.) The second basis of moralily is g Legislator,
awd the Church keeps the ides of Him in the world,
since e is her orimin, and she 1leaches His doctrine,
incessanily reminding man ol lus duly of adoration,
praise, and thanksgiving towaids Tlis infinite majesty,

Not only is the moral law umversal and immuts
able, bul 1t is absolutely obligatory ; no one is free
o go against ils ouvders; when it speaks, all mast
obrty.  Accordingly, il supposts and demands a Legis=
lator. For, il man commanded himself, he would
modify, according to his own whims and fancies, the
orders of the law, which would soon go out of ex-
istence. Duly tusi, thciefoie, bk imposed upon .us
by a will which is the rule of our will, and which
has an abgolute righl over us, in olher terms, the
Divine Will. Nowadays the necessily of this sovereign
Lawgiver 1s often denied ; men lowdly vaunt an in-
dependent wmoralily based on the nobleness of duty, on
sell-vespecl, on human dignily. Asswredly, all 1ihese
things are exccllent in ihomseives, anmd may  some-
times hinder the fail of certain privileged, noble, ele-
valed finely balanced natuies; hut all are incapable of
heeding their voice and feeling  {heir influence ; for
most men these barriers are ineflectual. Even for the
best of men, they are not always sufficient ; for if
conscience shows us the hbeawty of virlue toe often
il is daikened by the passions which divide our
heart. Look into yourselves: have You never  known
these hours of conflict and anguish when evervihing
in and around You seemed conspiring  your ruin ;
whea your soul, like a hapless barque drifting in the
storm, was lossed by the violence of your evil in-
stincts and threatemed with instant shipwreck ? JIn
those moments, had yon perceived no light but that
of reasen to guide you, ani no force to help you
in the struggle bul the prestige of duty and per-
sonal dignity, it is greatly to be feared ihat you
would have run om the rocks in the fierce current of

pleasure. To remain steadfast and safe in the temp-
est, we require the thought that God is there in
our soul as He was in the Apostle's boat—God the

supreme Lawmpiver Who intimates to us and shows us
His orders in a more vivid light—God our friend
Who seems to sleep, 'as on the lake of Genesareth,
50 as not lo deprive us of the merit of hattle and
victory, but Who watches gver us, gives us strength
lo struggle, nay, slruggles wilh us—God the Sove-
teign  Judge who awails us, when we leave the
world, to reward or punish us cternally.

(3.) For, the third essential basis .of molrality is a
sanction. Every acl implies a consequence for the be-
ing that performs it ; thal §s true alike in the moral
and the material order. Free beings we are Iespon-
sible for our actions: and 1ikis responsibility  re-
quires a sametion, that is, a reward for the good -done,
and a punishment for the evil committed. This sanc-
tion is the imperative demand of justice. But who
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