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only £400! Well—' fond ol lawsuibs,
There is no sirait-Jacket big enough
pood-sized village community, And the lawyers of
Luceran and Lancongue may well join in Puwdd’nhead
Wilson's vesper hy¥mn 1o the joltheads and the lack-
wits: ' Lel us be thankful for the fools; %wut for
them the rest of the world couldn’t succeed.’

*

litile wealtk.'
1o enclose *a

We have records of other historic cases galore in
which (as * Hudibras > halh it) unwise litigants

¢ Are ecalch'd in knolbed law, like neis,

In which, when once they are imbrangled,

The more Lhey siir, the more they're tangled ;
- And while ileir purses can dispute,

There’s no end of wnmortial suwit.’

To ihe English-speaking public the most familiar in-
stance of the ‘law’'s delays’ is ihat of Parkes v.
Dawkins—immortaliscd by Dickens as ithe ' Jarndyce v.
Jarndyce ' case in ‘' Bleak House’' It dragged its
wealy length along from 1823 {when Parker, the
wealthy West Indian planter died) till 1869. And then
il was abandoned simply because 1he lawyers had
sucked the lasl drop of golden syrup out of the estate,
and there were no longer [unds lo fight with—or ab-
out. We kave an impression 1hat the long Parker-Daw-
kins {rial gave rise to Loid Brougham's definition of
a lawyer as 'a gentleman whe rescues your estate from
vour encmies and keeps it for himself.’ MHe lived al-
most to sce the close ol the case. As lale as 189
Mr. Justice Chitlly decided in  an English  c¢ourt the
Ashton-Mumpesson case, afler it had gone monotonous-
1y on for 130 yeals. The C('ascalo-Depic suit about 2
small field in Barcelona {Spsain) lhas given profitable
exercise to the jawbones of pgenerations of lawyers
since 1697. The hitigation belween the Lords of Thu-
nen (Bavaria) and the lown of Unteifiaken—all aboudl
an oak and hecch forest—began in 1396. It did not
cease to drag its weaty length through the eourts 111
1896—exactly three hundred yeals. Spain’s record law-
suit (a pension dispute belween the Marguises de Viana
and ihe Counls Torres de¢ Cabreia) has been clacking
its lobg lougue in the courls since 1517, It is clack-
ing stibll.  And four cenluries of lawyvers and oflicials
have prevented the amounis involved (which olherwise
would have run into some millions stlerling) from ever
becoming unwieldy. There were iwo Fiench cases (over
pasture-rights) that wagged their ching belore gepera-
tions of judges for 648 vceals before they were decided.
One of ihem (begur by the Comtle de Nevels against
the lown of Douzy in 1210) did not end itk 1848, In
the other case (which opened belween the towns of Cam-
bon and Bagneres in 1254) a tardy verdict was arrived
at in 1892. In every case the interests involved wele
worth only an insignificant fraction of the sums spent
in litigation. 1Ilow true it is that (as the ancient pro-
verb hath it), - fools and obslinate men make lawyels
tiche* ' Billings probably had litigious bull-heads most
in bhis mind’s cye when he penned this ¢ afferism '
* God save the phoels !  and don’t lel them rum out,
for it it wern't for ihem, wise men coulin't get a
livin®,?

Faith and Courage

Courage, like cowardice, is said to he contagious,
Yet (says Prentice) there are some people who are
not liable to catch 1. Seldom in our day was it
more needed t(han by 1ihke homeless multitudes who
witnessed the swift destruclion  that earihquake and
fire wrought amidst the city of San Franeisco. An
example of noble and highly contagious courage was
then shown under difficult circumstances by ihe whiie-
haired Catholic Archbishop, of San Francisco. * Col-
Her's Weekly ' (which we recently quoted in another
connection) says of him: * lhe usconguerable qualivy
which makes empives; that quality which a people
must ask themselves if they still possess whenever
they take account of stock, was found sind alive in
our country. Archbishop Riordan has best expressed

" ASTE maks waste,” but there's nae ‘wasts ava wi' Ugek l“

o' the North Tes, It's genuine,

- poration.

San Francisce’s attitude by a lhistorical parallel. s
Church suflered the heaviest loss of any single cor-
As a young priest e Had been through tihe
Chicago fire and ihe terrible winter that followed. It
was an impressive moment when this white-haired
prelate appeared before ihe tommitiee of strong men
who had brought order out of chaos. He told the
story of how when ihe Caribaginians were besieging
one gate the Romans sent through another gate an
army 1o the pacification of a rebellious province ;
and the Avrchhishop looked like a Roman himself, as
lre dedicated his declining years to the work of re-
construction whick the citivens had prejected while
their homes, offices and factories were still in flames.’
In afflicted Valparaiso and Santiago, as inm San Fran-
cisco, the evil hour of ruin has aise, we irusi, brought
the man who is able 10 enlarge hope in the midst of
despair, and cxalt courage in ihe midst of a sauve-
gui-peut. * Brave hearts,’ says Victor Hugo, *may be
ruined in fortune, bul net in spirit °,

Passive Resistance

It is rather awhward to evoke a ghost and bhe um-
able lo *lay "’ the * excerable shape ' wien the imme-
diate puipose of his apparilion has been achieved. Tlhis
is the dilemma i which the course of legislation on edu-
calion may possibly place the Nonconformists of Great
Britamn. They evoked Passive” Resislanee. 1f ibe pre-
sent Edueation Bl becomes law, Passive Resistance
will have setrved i1s tlurn. But instead of permain-
ently ‘' evanishing at crowing of the cock ' when ils
contract is completed, Passive Resistance promises to
be a much more Lerrible speclie m the bands of Catll-
olics and Anglicans than it ever was when in the em-
ploy of the Nonconformists, who called 1L torth from
the vasty deep. .

*The Bill,’ says the London ‘ Tablet®', * not only
robs us of hall our schools at a stioke, but makes
the existence of the other hall absolulely depend upon
the will of the local authorities. if 1he Bill be-
comes law as it now slands the Cathbolic schools
which come under the four-rifthy exception van have
Catholic teachers only by accident or by an evasion of
the law’'. The first line of defence of 1ihe religious
sthools  having broken down, the *Tablet’® outlines
what the Catholic action will be in 1the cvent of the
Bill of coufiscation becoming law. * This time’, it
says, ‘' the Government will have 1o deal not with the
antics of a handful of passive resisters, but with peo-
ple who, if they are driven to il by injustice, are quile
sirong enough lo wicck any ducation Act Parliament
may pass. I{ shall suffice then Lo say, bere and now,
that we will have nothing to do with these licences to
starve, that we are nol going back to the old hideous
days when our schools were made dependent uponr ping-
pong matches and jumble sales. 1f Parliament takes
our rates to support Proiestant schools, then we call
for an equality ol treatment in regard to the Catholic
schodls, 1f Protestant children are {o be allowed o
receive Protestanl religlous instruction in the elemen-
tary schools of the country, and at the publie eipense;
the barest jusiice requires that Caiholic .children
should be allowed lo reccive Catholic instruction wnder
similar conditicns. ‘That is our last word.’

The Iidinburgh ¢ Catholic llerald ’ publishes .an ulti-
matum in lerms that are just as unmistakable. * We
do not,” says lhe * Ilcrald ', ' desire to talk violently or
Lo use sirong languag® But one thing is certain, and
that is thal we shall never submil to the extinctiom- of
our Catholic schools while we are called upon to _ pay
for Prolestant schools. We shall never submit to our
children heing deprived of religious imstruction while
we are compelled 1o pay for religious instruction for
the children of our ‘neighbors. We shall never sub-
mit to have non-Catholic teachers Joreed upon our
children—teachers hoslile 10 their creed, and likely to

OQUBLE drinks are guid for droath ** erpecially if the drink
is genuine Cook o' the Noxth Tes, . . - I.



