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The Church and Bull Fights
Writing of the bull fight as an institution the Lon-don

"
Daily Chronicle ' points out the ludicrousmanner in

which the English press, having condemned Spain anditsbull fights from time immemorial, has now discovereduntold graces in the former, and considers that the lat-ter is no more cruel than some forms of British sport
The

'
Chronicle

'
remarks that amongst the otherobjec-

tions to that pastime is this, that it raises the cruellestpassions in those who witness it. Says the writer "'
This is so well understood that the Roman CatholicChurch, jyhich is usually suppo-sed to be an accessoryhas waged a war upon bull fights— a war in which shehas been worsted. Popes have issued Bulls against thisdiversion, but these Papal Bulls have not made them-selves heard in the clamor surrounding the bulls in thering. It is the Papal Bulls that have got no quarter.A national habit becomes ingrained . . . when therewas an attempt made to cross Ihe border with the bullfights, and to localise them in.the sduthern towns ofFrance, the outcry wa.s more effectual ; and a PastoralLetter, in which the Bishop of Nismes twenty years agoanathematised bull fights, and all who assistedat themprocured for"him not merely praise in his own country'

but a letter of thanks from all the Bishops of Spain ' '
UNITED STATES— An Imposing Ceremony

A vast crowd, numbering from 15,000 to 20,000 per-sons, witnessed a novel and imposing ceremony at theBrooklyn Navy Yard on May 27, when a Solemn Mass ofRequiem, aMilitary Mass, was celebrated on the Cam-pus near the marine barracks in a blinding drenching
rain storm T5l fvaltarfvaltar had been erected at the west endof the field -with nothing to protect it from the ele-ments. It was beautifully decorated with flowe-s anddirectly behind it was hung an immense American flag

The Simplon Tunnel
A few weeks ago the Simplon tunnel through theAlps, between Italy and'Switzerland, was TormaUy open-ed by the King of Italy. The tunnel, which is one ofAcAcn
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St "ndert k̂ings of modern times, cost oiverib.J.uuu.OUO. Over seven years were spent tn its con-struction, which was not an excessive time, consideringthe many unforeseen difficulties that the engineers hadto contend with, and its great length of 12* miles-twomiles more than the distance from Dunedin to Moseieland a mile and three^uarters less than that from Christ!church to Ka-iapoi. It reaches from Brig, in Switzer-land, to Iselle, in Italy. It is the lon^'railway Wcn\i\^m^ld
--

lhe St.-Gottard tunnel, which also
h m!1 ?°' 1S !!-ne miles r-nd a third in length, and

long S> h C° St £2>soo>°oo,2 >500>°00, 'is eight miles
Difficulties, unexpected, and at one time regarded withdismay as bang well nigh insuperable, accompanied the

wor^w^T6? ,° f- thJs glgantlC work
' T,hTpPrehfminarywork was started in August, 1898, and the actual diXVovem&TlJ"?*"""?7^ bo!!h Sidesof the mowrtailNovember 13 1898. In December. 1901, the engineers

rock wnTrh ilan+ Sl^ encountere" 120 feet of rottenrock which kept caving in continually, cost eighteenmonths' incessant labor to overcome, and retarded theThe^came ?L^ a- f^ h ônd Swiss end'
th tSr torren1+s of moving san;l, which swept awaythe tim>bfcr supports. Finally hot springs were tannprfItTtSSe^ the tUbe d*° Ye out tl?e me? 'o^s
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h WMCh the S+implon tunnel Passes *s
necStver^^i^,o^^0 Parallel con'netted every 300 feet hv transverse galleries The twoboring parties met February 24, 1905 The SimplonIf

By 'Maureen"

Spring Cleaning.
Furniture becomes dull, not necessarily from- wearand tear, but from the action of gases whicli'are inthe air at tall times. This dulness, as "ell asscratches, bruises and like spots, may be done away

with.
In cleansing the solid wo0d pieces, mahogany chairs,walnut tables, oak sideboards, or any of the hardwoods that have either a shiny, highly polished ordull surface, the best thing to use is crude oil,.thatshould be sparingly put on with a clean cheeseclothra<r. When rubbing this into the wood care Should betaken to polish or work with the grain, not againstit, if aU the fnger stains and spots are to be re-moved quickly and the surfaces left,clean and free fromstreaks. Where there is carving or small crevices inthe wood, the oil should be worked in with a stiffbrush. To make sure there will not be enough left onthe wood to rub off on the clothing, and make aspot, a fresh piece of cheesecloth should be used as apolisher to work it into the surface as much as ispossible.
As to cleaning upholstery, the task is more diffi-cult. With velours there is little to be done excepta brisk brushing with a stiff whisk broom to takeout the dust. If there are stains and spots the bestway to remove them is with naphtha, benzine or justplain water, soap and ammonia, according to thecharacter of the spoiled places. In cretonne, silks anddamasks Ihe colors can be brightened and cleanedwith naohtha or benzine, though there are severalpreparations now sold that make excellent cleansersfor they not only renwe spots but take out the dirtas well. -^
Enamel paint, either on furniture or woodworkcan be cleaned more satisfactorily with whiting thanwith soap. Wring a piece of flannel as dry Is pos-sible from clear, warm water, dip into the whitingand apply. Use the whiting liberally, rinse off wellwith clean water, and dry with a clean chamois skin.
Brass beds, chandeliers ond lacquered goods may beimproved' wonderfully by taUng a soft rag, putting alittle sewing machine oil on it and then goinX overthe bed or fixtures. The oil will remove fiy snecksand leave a lustre, rt docs not harm ihe lacquerUon t be afraid to use a littie elbow greese. Butnever use such things as onions, lemon.s, benzine, tur-pentine, gritty soap, acids or lye, which will remo-veall the lacquer, more .or less prod- icing a coat of ver-digris if the articles be not cleaned every day or twoafter the laoquer is removed.
If you have carpet squares or rugs you wish toclean at home, proceed as follows: Stretch and tackthe square upon a clean floor, then scour it wellwithsoapsuds. After the scouring it must be thoroughlyrinsed to remove all trace of the soap, after wfiichthe rue; should be left in the same position to dryand the tacks should rot be removed until is is ncr-fi,1"?:. If t# is is Cone the ru^ will not shnnkand- will he perfectly flat upon IT.c floor when put
A Brussels carpet or rug that has become dingy orfaded can be agreeably freshened by preparing dye thenS h

Shai?e n3?d apP^inff !t to lhe carpet with apaint bmsh The carnet-.should be tacked smoothly 'tothe floor and' no furniture allowed on it until thor°oughly dry. A second or third dyeing may be neces-sary to pet-the desired color.
* V

A cloth wrung out of milk is the best means oftaking up the. dust and brightening linoleum WhereThhVS
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«arCe> us« lukercrann water to which has beenadded half a cunful of kerosene oil or some good*Smture polish. Wring the- cloth rather dry &oni tisand go over the linoleum after sweeping. An ordinarybroom should not be usea upon tfnoleum any more thanupon a hardwood floor, beaura it is too harsht andllnn\mfiir?di!CeS, ******* scratch^. Have a 'softlong-handled,brush, which takes the dust from a Sol*ished surface much better than a broom-and does-notscratch or mar the surface; thru finish 4m a cYeWnclo<H wrung, out _of the oil ami water. Most hou£keepers scrub oilcloth and linoleum as thouEh thwwere a kare floor. They are dust* rather thandirty, since everything remaps-on" the top
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WRritTrd to the recent incursions of the sea on

EHS3".*-;-sjm2stws .i^ thirty-thxee years; but it must be borne in
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,WITCH'S OIL for Rheumatism,,.Sciatica, Lumbago,SJiStioJ*? 1S Unequalled- -A stronS and Pliable

Hancock's Imperial Ale and Stout GOLD mejdalst.-louis exhibition-
. V N Bottledisr Auckland.


