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Science Siftings -

By ‘Volt*

Tle Va\.s(,:mss of Brilish Coalfieids.

The tolal known coal produciion of the world is
something like seven hundred and ninety millions tony
per anpum., EBExperis stale that, even at this rate of
production, there is suificient coal {o lasi for thousands
of years. Some famnt idea can he gathered from thesc
ficures of the enormous quaantity of coal there is on
this planet; abt the same time, ihere is the stale-
ment made by Sir Roberl Ball that all 1ihe coal on
the earth would not supply the sun’s heat for one
lenth of a second.

Travelling Through the Alr.

M. Santos-Dumont is having built an_acroplanc as
well as a flying machine. The Tormer will be a sort
of an arrow, mearly 50it. long, kaving a head 26it.
broad at the base. On the shall will he fixed two
silh wings, baving a total surface of 236 square Heet,
siretched  on a ~bamboo frame and curving slighily
downwards at the sides. The passenger will be seated

in_a hasket beneath the double wingzs, below which
will also be a 24 h. p. molor working two propel-
le-s, each 64ft. diameter, ¥inally, an articulate tail

will act as rudder.

An Expensive Book.

What is regarded as the greatest of all illustrat-
ed books has just been  completed.  Only 100 copies
have been printed, which have been sent to American
and foreign mustums, 1o the Kaiser, .1he Crar, ihe
Mikado, the Emperor of China, {jueen Wilhelming, and
tbe Prince of Wales, The book is a catalogue of Mr,
H. R. Bishop’s collection of 1ades, hequeathed to a
Metronolitan  art museuin. It coniains 150 full-page
water-color drawings, elchings, nnd Ithog aphs, and
300 pen-and-ink skelches, The text was contributed by
thirty wrters renowned  in scientific and art circeles,
and the illustrations are by Japanese and Chinese art-
1sls.  The beok has cosl £20,600 1o nroduce.

New Wireless Svstem.

from Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, under
says :—The umnderground wireless  tele-
mvented by Father Joseph Murgas, was
proavunce  a success  {o<day by Frederick Muckley,
who has heen astoviated with the inventor for some
1ime, Experments have been poing on hetween ths
cily and Scranten, a distance of eighteen mlles, for
51X moenths or more, and several difficullies which de-
layed them have been overcome. During the last sev-
eral days thev have reached such a point that, accord-
ing 1o Mr. Muchkley, the undergroond wireless system
i now an assured success. Waterproof shaits two hun-
dred f{ecet deep were sunv in this cily and Scranton
and over wires run to the bottom of ecach were sent
and received, by the aid of the nstiruments invented
by Father Murmas, messames bhelwecn  1he two cities,
These shalts, 1t is staief, arve deep  enoupgh for send-
Ing messages a lhousand miles. It is now purposcd,
soon a8 some delails are completed, to  copduct ex-
penments hetween New York and London.

Flowers and Insceis.

To prove his contention {hat
to flowers irresneciive of 1he colors The various
blooms possess, Profegsor Plaieau, of Ghent, has con-
ducted some nove! experimenis. Some lime ago he de-
vised a method of resegreh with the aid of ariificial
flowers, but his conclusiors were ohiected to on the
grounds that artificial flowers were tog unnatural to be
the means of reliable resulis. To completely prove his
case, Professor Plateau has recently conducted some ex-
periments  with the aid of mirrors. A mirror was
placed behind the plant in fower, so as to give 4
good reflection, and the inscets coming 1g it were care-
fully obsefved. It was found that, with Very rare ex-
ceptions, the insects went siraipht fo the real ;flowers,
and oceupied themselves vn them without paying any at-
tention to the reflections. L.he few insects out of the
very large number ohserved which flow against the
glass on arrival were seen not to be gtiracted by the
reflections, but to be 1aline the mirror for am  open
passage. A few insects again, whi‘h ihrew themselves
apainst the pglass afier visiting the real flowers were
those which had finished iheir work, and were about
to depart. They too werg deceived into thinkine the
mirror free space. These new exneriments in fact con-
siderably strencthen Professor Plateau's conclusion that
color plays only a subordingle part in attraeting in-
seels to flowers,
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A beautilul monument to the memory of the late
YVery Rev. Father Le Rennetel over hig grave in  the

Waverley Cemetery was unveilod g few Sundays ago.

The Rev. Father M. .¥. Gannon, vice-president of St
Slarnislaus’ Callepge, Bathurst, with which he has been
associated for the past sixteen years, has left for . Ire-
land.

Mrs. Cathernc M. Ryan, mother of Miss Marie Nayr-
clle, died at her residene, dondi, «n July 16. ‘The news
came as  a great shoek to Miss Narelle, who cancelled
several engapements, and return:d lo Sydney Lo attend
the funcral. h

The death is reported of 1he Ilon. George  Day,
K.C.8.G., ML.C., who passed away ab his residence,
Petersham, alter a lingering illness, ¢n July 13, in  the
S0th year of his age. lie was the son of ihe late John
Day, who was one of four brothers who fought under
Nelsom at the batile of Trafalgar ; the other {hree were
kifled on that memorable day.

The new Catholic Train nz College, Albert Parky; Mel-
boutne, which is 1o be n charze of the Lorelp Nuns,
will Be formally inauguratcd on next Sunday. The object

- of the college is o supply a sound theoretica] and prac-

tical cpurse of professional training for weomen who are
desirous of adopling teaching as a profession, either gy
members of a religions communily or as seculars.

By the mail which left Adclaide on July 12, the pre-
sident and treasuier of the Adelaide bratnch of the Uni-
ted Irish League forwarded a drait for £8350 1o° Mr. J.
k. Hedmond on behali of the Untted Irish League Pure
Llamentary Fund. 1In a letter accompanying the dratt,
It is stated that the amovnt forwardefqs mainly 1ihe re-
sult of meetings addressed by the Irish delegates, Messrs
Devlin and Donovan, in various places i South Austra-
lia and Broken Hil}, and that it isg hoped a furcher re-
mittance may be sent later.

About 2000 peoprle assembled in the Cathedral "Hall,
Melbourne, on the e.ening of July 11, on the occasion of
a demonsttation organiscd by the U niled Irish League in
honot of the Rev. Father D) T. Lawton, who has beep
recalled by the Bishop of the diocise ol Ross, and pur-
poses lea.inpg very shortly 1or his home in ihe South of
Irelacd.  Dr. N, M. ('Dcanel], | resident of the League, -
who presided, presented Father Lawton with an illumin-
aled address and purse of sovercigus froin his friends and
admirers.  After ieferring 1o the pari which ¥ather
Lawton had taken in the rdhipions, charitzble and soclal
lite of the community, 1he addives proceeded . ¢ We e~
gald you as one of the leauime exponents in Aus-
tralia of Ireland s ¢laims to national seli-government,
and, moregier, the most ,ealous defender  of a1l ihat
toneerns her good name znd  Lune.

At the special vequest of {he members of 1ha Iocal
Orange Lodge and Protesiant Al ianee, the Vice-Dean of
St Saviour's Anglican Cathedral, Goulburn, Archdegcon
Barilett, preached a sermon on ‘' The Reformation’ op
Sunday, July 15. In the coursc of his remarks  he
addressed some nla'n words to hig listeners =—' It is he
said, ' so easy o find fault, it is so easy 10 denounce a
Church to which we do not helc ug. But 1s there not a
betier, a nohler, course ? Do you work “for your faith
as Romans do for thewrs? Ade rou as loval, as seli-
sacrificing, as enthusigstic, as they are” Show us by
your loyal adherence to princiy Ies that you lo ¢ and are
prepared to work for your Church wilh*the same nohble
sell-sacrifice that Roman Catholics practise iowards their
Church.’ The Sydvey * Freeman’ is of opinion that Arch-
deacon Bartiett will not be invited very socn lo gi
nther address 1go Oranzemdn, as his
the hind exrected from’ him.

His iloliness Pius X. has heen bleased 1o hestow
the honor of Domestic Prelale on thg Very ‘Rey.,
Father Corcoran, P.P., Gl n Ipnis, and Vicar-General
and  Administrator of the Dioceie of Armidale, during
the absence of the Right Rev. nr, ’Conoor, whg ig
low on a visit 10 Ivuzope. Father Cotcoran has peen
in ihe diocese longe~ than anv other priest. He min-
istered in Armidale for—a number " of years, and was
then appointed parish briest of Tenterfield, where he
was exiremely popular, and wor.ed faitkfullv and ener-

welfare of - hi
flock. A few years ago Feiher Coreorasp wgs tragﬁ
ferred tno the important parish of Glen Innis. He 5007
endéared himselfi by his rec le on aceount of hig zeal
for thei~ interests, and is admireq by all clagses.
T'he Rizht Rev, Monsignor has received the congratula-
tions of the priests and neople, Who are extremely
grateful to the Holy Father for recCenising Father

Corcoran's merit, and 1ihe services he hagd d
the Church. + rendered to
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