
An Expensive Book
What is regarded as the greatest of all illustrat-ed books has just been completed. Only 100 copies

have been printed, which ha\ c been sent to American
and foreign museums, to the Kaiser, Ihe Czar, theMikado, the Emperor of China, Queen Wilhelmina, and
the Prince of Wales.. rlhe book is a catalogue of Mr.H. R. Bishop's collection of lades, bequeathed to aMetropolitan art museum. It contains 150 full-page
water-color drawings, etchings, ?,nd hthog aphs, and300 pen-and-ink sketches. The text was contributed bythirty writers renowned in scientific and art circles,and the illustrations are by Japanese and Chinese art-ists. The beok has cost £20,000 to produce.

New Wireless System

A despatch from WiIkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, underdate May J2, says :— The uiwlerground wireless tele-
graph system, nucntod by Father .Joseph Murgas, waspronounced a success to-tlay by Frederick Muckley,
who has been associated with the inventor for sometime. Experiments have been going on between thiscity and Scran ton, a distance of eighteen miles forsix months or more, and several difficulties which de-
layed them have been overcome. During the last sev-eral days they have reached such a point that accord-ing to Mr. Muckley, the underground wifeless system
is now an assured success. Waterproof shafts two hun-dred feet deep were smv< in this city and Scrantonand over wires run to the bottom of each were sentand receivc-il, by the aid of the instrumentsinventedby *athcr Murpas, messages between the two cities,
inese shafts, it is stateff, are deep enough for send-
ing messages a thousand miles. It' is now purposedsoon as some details are completed, 1O1 O conduct ex-periments between New \orkat.d London.

Flowers and Insects
lo prove his contention that insects are attractedto floweis lrresnet-l'ive of the colors The variousblooms possess, Professor Plateau, of Ghent, has con-ducW some novel experiments. Some time ago he de-vised a method of research with the aid of artificialflowers, 'but his conclusions were objected to on thegrounds that artificial flowers were too unnatural to bethe means o-f reliable results. To completely prove hiscase, Professor Plateau has recently conducted some ex-S?Si li!\ th,e ald °/f/ f nii^ors. A mirror wasplaced behind the plant in' flower, so as to trive *good reflection, and the insects coming to it werecare-fully observed. It was found that, with very rare ex-Td Z%Jhf ;,nSeCls,W°nt BiraiP*tto the reluflowers,

and occupied themselves*„ them without pavinc any atltention to the reflections. Lhe few insects bufof thevery large number observed which flew against thegass on arrival were seen' not to be attracted by thereflections but to be ta'uno- the mirror for an openpassage A few insects again, whi -h threw themseWesagainst the glass after visiting the realTower? werethose which had finished their work, and were about
*

to depart. They too were deceived into thinking themirror free space. These new experiments in fact
?

con-siderably strengthen Professor Plateau's conclusion thatse°c?s to^owTrs7 a SU^^ **« in attracSg' it*

A beautiful monument to the memory of the lateVery Rev. Father Le Rennetel over his' grave in theJWavcrley Cemetery was unveiled a few Sundays ago.
The Rev Father M. J. Gannon, vice-presidentof StStanislaus' Callege, Eathnrst, with which be has beenassociated for the past sixteen "years, has left fox .Ire-land.
Mrs Catherine M. Ryan, mother of Miss MarieNar-ellc, died at her residence, Bondi, en July 16. rJhe newsca.mc as a great shoe* to Miss Narelle, who cancelledseveral engagements, and returned to Sydney to attendthe funeral. --"

The death is reported of the Tlon. George DayK.Ufe G., M.L.C vho passed away at his residence!Petersham, after a lingering illness, on July 13, in the80th year of his age. He was the son of the late JohnDay, who was one of four brothers who fought underNo son at the battle of Trafalgar; the otter three werekilled on that memorable day.
The npw Catholic Train n,; College, Albert Park- Mel-bourne, which is to be in charge ot the Loreto Nuns,will be formally inaugurated en next Sunday. The object-of he college is to supply a sound theoretical and prac-tical course of professional training for women who aredesirous of adopting teaching as a profession, either asmembers of a religious community or as seculars.
By tihe mail which left Adelaide on July 12 Urn pre-sident and treasurer of ihe Adelaide branch of the Uni-ted Irish League forwarded a draft for £850 to' Mr Jh. Redmond on behalf of the United Irish League Parlhainentary Fund in a letter accompanying the dralt,it is stated that theamor-nt forwardersmainly the relsuit of meetings addressed by the Irish delegates, MessrsDevlin and Donovan, in various places in South Austra-lia and Broken Hill, and that it is hoped a further re-mittance may be sent later.

"
About 2000 people assembled in the Cathedral "HallMelbourne, on the e-.ening of July 11, on the occasion ofa demonstration organised by t-he Initcd Irish League inhonor of the Roy. Father D. T. Lawton, who hasi beenrecalled by the Bishop of the dioc-isr ot Ross and nur-FJe^rd a"? ir yy
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hiS llOmC in the SoiltllofIreland. Dr. N. M. O I)< nnell, iresident of \hc Leaguewho presided, presented Father Lawton with an illumin-ated address and puisc of .sovereigns fromhis friends andliZITu M
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c part Father,?n rSH a ta en m tlie nhW"», c-bariUfale ami socialhie of the community, the addiw-s proceeded 'We rt-ga.rd you as one of the leartin.- exponents in Auttraha of Ireland s claims to national self-governmentcoiicern1?1?^66'' '?lous (iefcndcr of a" thatconcerns her good name ejirl farjie.
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Science Siftings Intercolonial
By 'Volt*

The Vastness of British Coalfields
The total known coal production of the world is

something like seven hundred and ninety millions tons
per annum. Experts state that, even at this rate of
production, there is sufficient coal to last for thousands
of years. Some famt idea can be gathered from these
figures of the enormous quantity of coal there is on
this planet ; at) the same time, there is the state-
ment made by Sir Robert Ball that all the coal onthe earth would not supply the sun's heat for one-
tenth of a second.

Travelling Through the Air
M. Santos-Dumont is having built an aeroplane as

well as a flying machine. The former will be a sort
of an arrow, nearly 50ft. long, Laving a head 26ft.
'broad at, the base. On the shaft will' be fixed twobilk wings, ha\ing a total surface of 236 square feet,
stretched on a vbamboo frame and cvr\ing slightly
downwards at the sides. The passenger will be seated
in a basket beneath the double wings, below whichwill also- be a 24 h. p. motor working two propel-le-s, each 6-£ ft. diameter. Finally, an 'articulate tailwill act as rudder.
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