
Princess Elizabeth of Belgium, wife of PrinceAlbert, heir-apparent to bhe throne, is probably themost accomplished and versatile of Continental Prin-cesses. She is the daughter of Duke Charles Theodoreof Bavaria,, the famous oculist.
President Roosevelt has written as follows toMrs.Davitt: 'It was my good fortune to number amongmy friends your late husband, Mr. MTchael Davitt.

I valued him, and berr that you will accept mymost sincere sympathy in your great boreavement.'
A deputation, representing the British colonies inMadrid, Barcelona, and other Spanish cities was onJune 9 received by Queen Victoria, and presented he-with a handsome jewel in the form of a true lovers'knot in diamonds and pearls, which the Queen ac-cepted.
In '

John Bull,' a new w-eekly journal, edited by
Mr Horatio Bottomley, M.P., occurs the following :—It we were asl-ed t»> say who were the best Parlia-mentarians in the House of Commons we should un-hesitatingly say the Irish Party. The way in whichthey get the last ounce out of the rules of procedure
is an educational treat for a new member.'

The old ivy-mantled cottageat Ecclestcn HiH, nearSt. Helens (says th» 4 Catholic Times '), where MrSeddon first saw light, is still in existence. Curiousstones have been found in the little garden by whichit was fronted, wilh carvings and inscriptions, as wellas a fine old cross, and it is generally supposed tohave been an old burial ground connected with a Catho-lic mission of the sixteenth century. Its known his-tory dates from the middle of last century, when MrThomas Seddon, the father of the statesman, openedasmall Milage school there.
Fitzgerald Murphy, a playwright, poet, and actorwho died tecently fn New York, was born in Cahir-civeen, County Kerry, Ireland, in 1868. The rudi-ments of his education he received at the monastery ofthe Christian Brothers. In 18S1 he went to Americalanding at Castle Garden when 12 years old with buthalf a sovereign between him and destitution The fol-lowing year he had the good fortune to meet theIrish poet and ratriot, .'ohn PSovle O'Reilly, in Bos-ton, and this generous fellow-countryman gave him aposition on the Boston 'Pilot.' While connected withthe Pilot young Murphy wrote a numb/r of poemssoon graduating into regular journalistic employment.
To the John Boyie O'Pr-niv Memorial in Bostonthere is presently to be added a monument to an-other great Irish Bostonirn. General Patrck A Col-lins who died a short time afro while he was Mayor

of Boston for the third time. The monument will beerected on Boston Common or in one of the city's fineparks. Five sculptors have already prepared designsthree of which ha c already been' submitted to theMemorial Committee. General Collins was well knownin Dublin in the days of the Land League, and until "theold Lan-d League Offices were sold his portrait hungover the mantelpiece in the hnll of that building. Al-though he achieved a fine position in Congress and wasKjven hush office, he mv er lowered the flag of IrishNationality Irishmen all over the world will beproud, indeed, to know that his American and Irishtownsmen are about to erect a monument tt> his mem-

Mr Labouchere, writing in
'Truth,' has a notableappreciation of Michael DaVitt. 'Ireland,' he sayshas given birih to many high-minded and aevotedpatriots, but to none more worthy of unqualified re-spect from friends and opponents than Michael DavittHe had not the natural gifts of O'Connell orParnell'and he has not made for himself any -lace in history'But his abilities were of no mean order, for he was

master vof ajl the knowledge needful for hiswork, and much besides, as well as of all the require-ments of an effective speaker and writer. That he hadachieved this after he had lost his right, arm is 'ast-ikme proof of his resolution and strength of charac-ter. But the most notahle points about him werehis
unswerving dfivotmn to the interests of his country ashe understood them, his absolute sincerity and purityof motive, and true nobi'ity of disposition, whichraised him above all the haser elements and influencesot party strife, and made Kirn a strenuous fighterthough he was one of the gentlest and most amiable*men, and most honorable and unvin-tlictive of politicalopponents.' r
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WATERFORD— Serious Fire
A serious fire broke out at Watorford at the shopand stores of Messrs. Robert Poole and Co., Ltd.,chemists and oil and color merchants. By the effortsof the fire brigade and the military, the flames wereconfined to these premises, which were completely de-stroyed. The outbreak is said to have been caused byan explosion of motor spirit. The damage is estim-

ated at £5000. ft

WESTMEATH— More White Gloves
At the opening of the Mullinpar Summer QuarterSessions County ( Ipurt Judee Adye Curran XC ,waspresented with unite globes, there being no criminalbusiness.

WEXFORD— A Memorial of '98
A great demonstration of Nationalists of South

Wexf&rd was held in New Ross on June 10 to pro-mote ,the movement t0 complete the memorial to themen of '98. The day was beautifully fine, and theat-tendance was enormous. Sir Thomas Grattan EsmoivdeM.P., Mr. Peter Ffrcnch, M.P., and Alderman Oole ofDublin, were amongst the speakers. The last-namedwore the picturesque garb of an Ancient Gael.
WlCKLOW— Charitable Bequests

By the will of the late Mrs. Amelia Phelan, St.Joachim's, Meath-road, Bray, bequests have been madeto charitable institutions as follows :— High Park Con-vent, £300; the Ori hangp.e, George's Hill £100)- StMary's Asylum, Doinvbrook, £100; St. Joseph's Orlphanage, Mount-joy street, £100 ; Children's HospitalTemple-street, £100 ; St. Mary's, Cabrar-oad £200
"'

Female Orphanage, North William-street £300 ■ Catho-lic Hoys' Home, £100 ; Male Blind Asylum, Drum-condra, £300 ; St. Joseph's Institution, Cabra £200-Our Lady's Hosrice, Harold's Cross, £300 " St Vincentdo Paul's, Glasne'.in, £200; St. Vincent's HospitalStephen's Green, £300; St. Vincent's, Goldenbridge,'£100 ; St. Monica's, Bel. idere-placc £300 " MaterHospital £200 ; SI. Joseph's Asylum, Portland-row,
iioo; bt. Josephs Night Refuge, £400 " Female BlindAsylum Merrion, £200 ; St. Vincent tie Paul Society

sSafl?? So5
'"611 £3 °° ; the CaUlOliC Manage;

GENERAL
Laborers' Cottages

A Parliamentary return .'hows that up to t-he pre-sent 20,634 laborers' cottages ha^« been built in Ire~and, and that 887 are in course of construction The
loans- sanctioned amounted to £3,41 5.250 of which£3,107,104 has> been issued, whilst £151,898 is theanio'int which has annually to be raised in repay-ment. The rents paid by the laborers for their cot-tages and plants realise £17,480, whilst the annualexchequer grant is £41,610.
Temperance Activity

On all sHes (writes a Dublin correspondent) there
is evidence of temperance activity. His Eminence theCardinal in Kildress, Dr. I-lealy in Roundstone, DrHenry in Downpatric1;, Dr. O'Neill in Dromore— allhave just ben speaking in denunciation of intemper-ance, and the Archbishop of Cashel declared at Ballin-ahinch that

'
Drin'< was the root of all evil. Many agreat man was pulled down by drink, and the smal-lest child could point to a drunkard as nothing; elsethan a drivelling idiot.'

The Pledge of Total Abstinence
Very R-v. Father Raul, 0.5.F.C., in the course ofa paper read at the annual meeting of the Fathpr

Mathew Union of Total Abstaining Priests, held imSligo, said not only in Ireland, but in the UnitedStates and im Australia, priests were now realisingthe wonderful results of the movement for pledgingchildren to total abstinence from the time of theirConfirmation until at least their 21st year. Therewere thousands of fine, valiant, virtuous young men inthe country that day who knew not the taste of ii>toxicants, and who were proud to proclaim that theywould never touch the moral poison. These young.menthe 'oy and here of fhe future, owed their vigor'health and uprightness to the pledges they took fromtheir Bishops on the day of their Confirmation
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Small boy,— little pool,
Oh joy,— no school*
Felt wet,— bad cold,
Home get,— mother scold,
Boy sick,

—
nearly dead,

Cure quick, doctor said,
Don't wait, but secure
WOODS' GREAT PEPPERMINT CURE


